
zil 

Kiel 


y 


Siiiq.'J- 


m. 


Douglas Hogg arrives in Amman 

AA04AN (J.T.) — British Foreign Office Minister Douglas Hoes arrived 
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Yemen begins 
locust spraying 

SANAA (AP) — Foreign aid 
agencies and officials from Ye- 
men's Ministry of Agriculture 
have begun aerial spraying of 
areas of eastern Yemen worst hit 
by locusts. Tbe swarms must be 
sprayed just before sunset, when 
they have settled for the night, or 
within two hours after dawn, 
before they move on. “I think 
there'll be a substantial number 
chat can’t be caught because they 
keep moving,” said Keith Cress- 
man, -locust reporting and fore- 
casting officer from the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
headquarters in Rome. Helicop- 
ters used in the spraying were 
provided by the German aid 
agency GeseLlschaft fuer Technis- 
che Zusammenarbeit and tbe 
British Overseas Development 
Agency. 

1 killed in 
Sindh blasts 

KARACHI (AFP) — A series of 
bomb blasts and grenade attacks 
rocked southern Pakistan's Sindh 
province Sunday, killing a civi- 
lian, injuring nine others and 
damaging several army camps, 
police and army sources said. At 
least four bombs went off in the 
countryside including one in Shi- 
karour. killing a villager, police 
said. Eight others were injured- 
Another low intensity device ex- 
ploded in Ubaro in northern Suk- 
kur city, but no casualties were 
reported, they said. Two more 
bombs rocked Kotri, some 125 
kilometres north of here late 
Saturday, police said. - 

Iran denies link 
to U.S. bombing 

TEHRAN (AFP) __ Jiao’s 
ambassador to tbe United Na- 
tions, Kamal Kharari, has re- 
jected an Egyptian charge that 
Tehran gave the go-ahead for the 
World Trade Centre bombing in 
New York. An Egyptian official 
told New York Tunes newspaper 
that Mahmud Abu Hatima, 

. h among sue people indicted for tbe 
• f) bombing, confessed Iranian ifl- 
' w telligence agents bad approved 
die attack at a meeting in Pesha- 
war, Pakistan. Mr. Kbarazi, 
quoted in Tehran newspapers 
Sunday, denied any Iranian links 
with “terrorist” groups and said 
the confession was invalid be- 
cause it had been extracted under 
duress. “This is not the first time 
Cairo is accusing another country 
for its problems, and Egypt will 
not be able to rein in the spon- 

blaming Iran! lie said* 50 ** 

Iran holds 3 on 
spying charges 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
ft arrested two Indians and an Iraqi 
~ c in the southern province of Ker- 
man on charges of espionage 
Kayhan newspaper reported Sun- 
day. A Kerman intelligence chief 
told the paper that the three 
foreigners were arrested in 
February and March. He gave no 
names but said they tried to 
infiltrate official organisations. 

Russian pretenders 
agree to DNA tests 
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LONDON (R) — A man who 
claims to be the great-grandson of 
murdered Russian Tsar Nicholas 
Q has agreed to undergo DNA 
tests to prove his ancestry, his 
spokesman said on Sunday. Span- 
ish resident Prince Alexis, 45, 
who says his mother Princess 
Olga-Beata is the daughter of one 
of tbe tsar's five children, has 
been approached by a group of 
Russian scientists and historians 
trying to determine tbe fate of the 
Romanov family. “Prince Alexis 
and Princess Olga-Beata know 
the tests will prove positive other- 
wise they would not subject 
themselves to the embarrassment 
and indignity of being proved 
wrong,” spokesman Frank Peters 
said. 

3 tonnes of morphine 
seized in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Security forces 
seized three tonnes of morphine 
in the Naecn desert region of 
central Iran last week, an official 
said Sunday. The Iranian news 
agency IRNA also quoted Briga- 
dier Mohammad Taefi, comman- 
der of law enforcement forces in 
Esfakan, as saying a total of 40 
tonnes of various types of drugs 
was seized during the last Iranian 
year which ended in March. 


PLO is studying 
confederation idea 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation- 
(PLO) will study a proposal for a 
J ordani an- Pal estini an confedera- 
tion as a way to end the impasse 
in the U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace talks, a PLO official said 
Sunday. 

But PLO spokesman Yasser 
Abed Rabbo said there has been 
no discussion with Jordan on 
details of such a union. 

His remarks came after Israeli 
officials and Palestinians from the 
Israeli-occupied territories said 
last week they may raise the idea 
of a confederation when U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher visits the region Ang. 1-5. 

As discussed in Israel, the con- 
federation also would include the 
Jewish state. 

The idea was put forward by 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres as a way of breaking the 
impasse in the peace talks, which 
began in October 1991. 

A confederation agreement 
could preclude the issue of 
sovereignty over Jerusalem, as all 
sides would have access to the 
city. The future of Jerusalem has 
been a major sticking point in the 
talks. 

Haidar Abdul Sbafi, the leader 
of the Palestinian delegation to 
the peace talks, told Israel Televi- 
sion on Friday he thought the 
idea should be discussed with Mr. 
Christopher. 

“I think I am inclined to agree 
with Mr. Peres,” he said Friday. 
“It is more realistic to negotiate 
The -final stator before;- hecanse 
die discussion for the interim 
period is ridden wiiJufifficuJties.” 

Mr. Abed Rabbo told repor- 
ters Sunday: “We will very quiet- 
ly study the issue when it will be 
raced." 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, who also is a 
member of the PLO Executive' 
Committee, denied reports that* 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
already were working out details 
of a confederation. 

He said that meetings in Am- 
man last week were aimed at 
.discussing negotiating strategy. 

“We arc discussing how to de- 
velop our coordination in the 
negotiations and also issues per- 
taining to the interim self-rule 
period," Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 


Arab negotiators to meet in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — Arab parties to peace talks with Israel will meet in 
Beirut after a Middle East visit by U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in early August, Egypt’s foreign miwW said Sunday. 

Amr Musa said Palestinian negotiators and tbe foreign ministers 
of the frontline states with Israel — Lebanon, Syria, Egypt and 
Jordan — would attend the meeting ahead of a new round of the 

hi lire 

Mr. Musa was speaking to reporters after talks in Beirut with bis 
Lebanese counterpart Faris Boucz on tbe peace talks, trade and 
relations. 

He said be would deliver a message to Lebanese President him 
H rawi from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 


Israel has proposed limited 
autonomy for the Palestinians 
under which they would control 
activities such as education and 
medical care until a final agree- 
ment can be reached on the fu- 
ture of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is committed to two stages 
of negotiations, first for the in- 
terim period and then for the 
permanent arrangement. 

But Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin told Israel Television 
that discussing a confederative 
agreement did not necessarily 
contradict negotiations for an in- 
terim agreement. 

“Jordan is committed to the 
idea of confederation, the Palesti- 
nians are committed to the idea 
of confederation, the (governing) 
Labour Party has said it is willing 
to gp the way of confederation." 
Mr. Beilin said Friday. - • 

“If there really is a common 
camp, regarding the character of 
the permanent solution, not in 
details, but in principle it could 
be a very important factor in 
advancing the negotiations,” he 
said. 

The Paiestinian-Israeli talks 
have faltered principally over the 
issue of Jerusalem. 

“I say here and now. there is 
no peace without Jerusalem,” 
Dr. Abdul Shafi told a group of 
Jerusalem Muslim clerics Friday. 
“The Americans and tbe Israelis 
must understand this." 

Meanwhile, it was revealed 
Saturday that members of the 
current Israeli government were 
meeting with PLO officials in 
1987, six years before a law ban- 


ning such meetings was lifted. 

Lawmaker Dedi Zucker of the 
Meyetz party met with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 1987, 
army radio reported. 

A public meeting in 1990 be- 
tween Mr. Arafat and senior 
members of Meretz, then in 
opposition, was squelched, when 
the PLO was not more forthcom- 
ing on concessions to Israel, the 
radio said. 

Tbe ban on meetings with the 
PLO was lifted in January this 
year. At least 20 legislators have 
met with the PLO. and a majority 
of coalition legislators favour 
direct talks with the organisation, 
which is frozen out of direct 
participation in the peace talks. 

In Damascus, a hardline 
Palestinian group Sunday re- 
jected the proposals for 
Jordanian-PaJestiman confedera- 
tion. 

The move was aimed at cover- 
ing np.the failure of 20 months of 
Arab-I&aelt -jfcace talks, the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) asserted. 

The PFLP is leading an alliance 
opposed to the talks. 

Jordanian Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AJ Majali has said a 
confederation could not come ab- 
out until after peace was reached 
with Israel. 

The PFLP said any decision on 
a confederation should be made 
by two independent and 
sovereign states. 

“Presenting this idea now is 
aimed at covering the failure of 
the 10 previous sessions of nego- 
tiations," it said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Hrawi vows resistance 
attacks will continue; 
Israel issues warning 


Combined Agency Dispatches 

MASHGHARA. Lebanon — 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
vowed Sunday guerrilla attacks 
on Israeli forces in occupied 
South Lebanon would continue 
until they withdrew. And Israel 
issued a stern warning that it 
would retaliate. 

Mr. Hrawi was speaking during 
his first vjf t as head of stare to 
villages facing Israel’s “security 
zone” in the sooth and shortly 
before Israel issued its warning. 
“We wQl continue to resist this 
tion until implementation 
scurity Council) Re- 
solution 425,” Mr Hrawi said in 


occupatio) 
of (U.N. 


Mashghara, a pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
iah (Party or God) stronghold 
eight kilometres north of the 
security zone.” 

Resolution 425, adopted after a 
1978 Israeli incursion, called for 
an unconditional Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanon. 

“After the Israeli occupation 
ends, they can demand from us 
the security of their borders when 
the Lebanese army takes control 
of the south," Mr. Hrawi said in 
the shell-blasted village. 

Witnesses said while the presi- 
dent toured villages facing the 
zone in the southeast, two Israeli 
planes broke the sound barrier — 
part of stepped up Israeli air 
activity since the killing of five 
Israeli soldiers in attacks on.July 
8 and 9. 

Lebanese anti-aircraft batteries 
fires on Israeli planes staging 
mock air raids on the Iqlim A1 
Toufah mountain ridge, a Hizbol- 
lah stronghold north of the 
‘security zone.” 

They also flew over Beirut, 
witnesses said. 

Palestinian and Hizbollah guer- 
rillas have been on high alert for 


Israeli retaliatory air strikes or a 
ground offensive. 

The Israeli warning was issued 
by the Jewish State's cabinet. It 
said Israeli forces bad been built 
up along tbe Lebanon border and 
vowed to “act against those who 
attack” Israeli forces. 

The statement was read by 
cabinet secretary Eliakim Rubin- 
stein after ministers debated tbe 
recent escalation of guerrilla 
attacks which 12 Israeli soldiers 
have died in Lebanon this year. 

During a break in tbe weekly 
cabinet meeting, Mr. Rubinstein 
announced that the Israeli army 
“is * prepared with reinforced 
troops to defend the northern 
settlements and northern resi- 
dents.” 

Israel's army, added Mr. 
Rubinstein, “will act against 
those who attack its forces in the 
security zone and this is in addi- 
tion to the operations of the 
South Lebanon Army.” 

Tbe statement did not mention 
Syria by name. But Israel has 
repeatedly accused Syria of facili- 
tating the attacks by permitting 
guerrillas to act against Israel 
from Syrian-controlled areas in 
Lebanon. 

The announcement also fol- 
lowed a statement by Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa 
who was quoted as telling repor- 
ters in Beirut Saturday that any 
threats against Lebanon would be 
taken as a threat against Syria. 

Asked about the cabinet 
announcement. Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal indicated on Israel 
Radio that the warning was 
aimed at Syria. 

“He who must understand 
what il means, will, I hope, com- 



EBh Hrawi 

prebend it well. And I hope that 
tbe content of the announcement 
will be understood,” he said. 

Health Minister Haim Ramon 
said of Shara’s statement: 
, “Katyushas (rockets) are not fall- 
ing on the residents of Syria. The 
government reserves for itself 
freedom of action to defend the 
residents of the north, and we will 
do what is necessary.” 

The American peace team 
coordinator, Dennis Ross, served 
as a conduit for an exchange 
between Israel and Syria last 
week over the situation in South 
Lebanon. 

But tensions have risen since 
Mr. Ross' departure. On Satur- 
day, two Israeli soldiers were 
wounded and three guerrillas 
died in fighting near Bint Jbeil in 
the “security zone." 

Lebanese security officials 
have reported Israeli buildups in 
southern Lebanon for the past 
week. On July 12 they said Israel 
had moved 17 Howitzers across 
the border. 

The attacks from Lebanon 
have included rocket barrages on 
northern settlements, and Israeli 
residents have been pressuring 
the government to take action. 
While the rockets have caused 
few casualties and limited dam- 
age, they have forced thousands 
of Israelis to spend nights in 
shelters or windowless security 
rooms. 



‘FIXING THE WOUNDS’: U.S. Deputy Secret- 
ary of Veterans Affairs Hersbel Gober helps 
Vietnam war victim Huynh Van Ly to put on a leg 
prosthetic during a visit Sunday to a vocational 
training centre for handicapped in Ho Chi Minh- 


City. Mr. Ly lost his legs when he marched over a 
mine. Mr. Gober and U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Winston Lord lead a presidential mission in 
Hanoi since Thursday for talks (AFP photo) 


Ekeus resumes talks in 
Iraq; prospects uncertain 


Combined agency despatches 

BAGHDAD — U.N. disarma- 
ment chief Rolf Ekeus began a 
new round of talks with Iraqi 
officials Sunday evening to avert 
a dash on missile monitoring, 
saying only that the outcome 
depends on bow the discussions 
go. 

“We will continue our talks," 
be told reporters as he left for the 
meeting. 

Asked if he would have further 
discussions on Monday, Mr. 
Ekeus replied: “It depends on the 
developments in today's talks.” 

Eariier Sunday, Mr. Eketis, 
who heads tbe United Nations 
Special Commission to disarm 
Iraq (UNSCOM), met for an 
hour with Iraqi officials to avert a 
confrontation on long-term mis- 
sile monitoring as Baghdad in- 
sisted on an end to the three- 
year-old trade embargo. 

This is Mr. Ekeus’ fifth with 
meeting with the government 
since arriving in Baghdad on 
Thursday on a last-ditch mission 
to head off confrontation. 

Despite threats of possible 
U.S. military action, Iraq has so 
far refused to allow the United 
Nations to set up long-term sur- 
veillance cameras at two missile 
sites south of Baghdad or to allow 
them to be sealed. 

Baghdad has argued that an 


accord on long-term monitoring 
of its arms programmes should 
follow the lutinfl of the U.N. 
embargo imposed days after its 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
1990. 

Sources close to the talks said 
Baghdad appeared to be working 
on proposal to defuse the crisis 
which has threatened Iraq with a 
military strike. 

“That would not be unrealis- 
tic,” one source told Reuters 
when asked if a deal was in the 
works. 

Mr. Ekeus, who had originally 
planned to leave Baghdad on 
Sunday, has said he would stay as 



Rolf Ekeus 


long as his presence was still 
productive. 

Mr. Ekeus has made clear he 
has not come to negotiate U.N. 
resolutions. 

But U.N. sources have said 
Baghdad could find a way out of 
the crisis by offering proposals 
which complied with the U.N. 
resolutions. 

“We have to be sure that these 
sites are not being used and if 
we're not sure then we have to be 
able to monitor them. Any prop- 
osals that meet that criteria will 
be considered,” one source told 
Reuters. 

“Hie talks are not concluded, 
so we have to continue the 
work,” Mr. Ekeus told reporters 
after Sunday's morning meeting. 

Mr. Ekeus met with Tareq 
Aziz, Iraq’s deputy prime minis- 
ter and the country’s main inter- 
national negotiator, and Foreign 
Ministry officials. 

Mr. Ekeus said they were 
joined by Riyadh A1 Qaisi, Fore- 
ign Ministry under-secretary and 
head of the Iraqi delegation con- 
ducting talks with the United 
Nations in New York on a one- 
time sale of oil. 

Diplomats in New York said 
last week that Iraq was close to 
agreement on a deal to sell 51.6 
billion in oil to finance the purch- 
ase of food and medicine as well 

(Continued on page 3) 9 


Majali 

briefs 

American 

student 

delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majali 
Sunday briefed a group of profes- 
sors and students from American 
universities on the Middle East 
peace process and explained Jor- 
dan’s position towards the 21- 
month-old Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations. 

Dr. Majali reviewed at the 
meeting the situation in Jordan 
and the Middle East and dwelt on 
regional developments which 
took place since the end of the 
cold war era and the Gulf crisis 
and their consequences on Jordan 
and other Arab countries. 

Noting that the Middle East is 
one of the main sources of energy 
in the world. Dr. Majali said the 
region should enjoy stability 
which is based on justice and 
peace. 

“Since the Palestinian problem 
is the essence of the conflict, 
eveiyone should contribute to 
finding a just, comprehensive and 
lasting settlement of it to achieve 
this asprred-for peace,” he said. 

Efforts exerted since the start 
of tbe Middle East peace confer- 
ence in Madrid in 1991 have 
made the world follow up with 
concern the Palestinian cause, he 
said. 

The objective of the Arab- 
Israeli negotiations, he said, is 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338 and the exchange of land 
for peace. 

In addition to the issues Jordan 
is discussing with Israel, whether 
on regaining Jordanian territories 
occupied by Israel, regaining the 
Kingdom's water rights, or re- 
solving the problem of refugees, 
the Kingdom insists on a compre- 
hensive solution of tbe Middle 
East problem, particularly with 
regards to the Palestinian ques- 
tion, Dr. Majali said. 

The Kingdom, he said, fully 
supports the Palestinians’ quest 
to regaining all of their legitimate 
rights. 

The Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples will decide on the type of 
ihefr relationship, taking into 
consideration the idiosyncrasy of 
these relations, after a peace set- 
tlement has been reached, he 

(Continued on page 10) 


Ishaq Khan, Sharif 
resign; polls set 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif res- 
igned and dissolved parliament 
Sunday, bowing to pressure from 
the military and opposition legis- 
lators led by his predecessor 
Benazir Bhutto. 

His political nemesis, President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan, also submit- 
ted his resignation in keeping 
with his side of an army-brokered 
agreement. 

Mr. Sharif announced his res- 
ignation in a nationally televised 
speech. Mr. Ishaq Khan made his 
in a letter to the speaker of the 
National Assembly that was also 
distributed to local newspapers. 

The state-run Associated Press 
of Pakistan said elections for the 
lawmaking lower house of parlia- 
ment would be held Oct. 6. The 
legislatures of the four provinces 
also were dissolved, and elections 
set for Oct. 9. 

Before resigning, Mr. Ishaq 
Khan swore in an interim prime 
minister, Moeen Qureshi, a for- 
mer World Bank executive. Mr. 
Ishaq Khan then turned over tbe 
presidency to Senate Chairman 
Wasim Sajjad, as provided by the 
constitution. 

Mr. Sharifs term would have 
expired in 1995; Mr. Ishaq 
Khan’s in November. 

The resignations were seen as a 
concession to the army, which has 
become increasingly troubled by 
the political feuds that have para- 
lysed Pakistan's leadership for 
nearly five months. They were 
brokered by army Chief-of-Staff 

Abdul Waheed. 

‘I have decided to quit,” Mr. 
Sharif said in a televised address 
to the nation. 

Mr. Sharif also announced new 
elections, but did riot set a date. 


“I do not want to remain an 
inactive prime minister," Mr. 
Sharif said. 

He said he had hoped the 
supreme court's virdict restoring 
bis government after President 
Ishaq Khan dissolved it three 
months ago would be respected. 

But what happened later “is a 
bitter story," he said, adding his 
opponents were “after his gov- 
ernment which was friendly to the 
down- trodden." 

“My heart is full of secrets. If I 
reveal all a multitude of people 
will take to the streets in express- 
ion of anger," Mr. Sharif said in a 
hard-hitting speech. 

In his address, Mr. Sharif ac- 
cused opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto of destabilising his gov- 
ernment and threatening tbe 
country’s fragile democracy. 

“In this country the same peo- 
ple who claim to be champions of 
democracy are the same people 
who arejhreatening it,” he said. 

Mr. Sharif had earlier offered 
midterm elections, but only if the 
president, who sacked his govern- 
ment last April, resigned first. 

Mr. Sharifs term would other- 
wise end in 1995. 

Earlier. Mr. Sharifs press 
secretary. Saddiq Farooq said it 
was agreed that elections would 
be held in 60 days. 

The feud between Mr. Ishaq 
Khan and Mr. Sharif began in 
February, when the prime minis- 
ter threatened to curb the presi- 
dent's power., 

The president reacted by sack- 
ing Mr. Sharif on charges of 
corruption and political inepti- 
tude charges. Mr. Ishaq Khan 
had sacked Ms. Bhutto’s 20- 
mouth-old government on similar 
charges in 1990. 


LDP fails to win 
majority in Japan 


Combined agency despatches 

TOKYO — Japan's Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) lost its 
parliamentary majority in Sun- 
day’s election, winning 223 seats 
in the 511-seat lower house, final 
returns quoted by the Japan 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(NHK) showed. 

But the ruling conservative 
party, in power for 38 years, 
managed to achieve its preelec- 
tion goal of winning at least 220 
seats, putting it in a position to 
form a coalition with a single 
opposition party. 

As of 00:47 a.m. Monday (1547 
GMT Sunday), NHK showed 
non-communist opposition par- 
ties and independents certain of 
gaining at least 273 seats. 

The main opposition Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) was 
assured of winning 70 seats, a 
record low, while Shinseito, tbe 
Japan Renewal Party set up by 
former Finance Minister Tsuto- 
mu Hata last month, was assured 
of 55 seats. 

The Buddhist-backed Komeito 
was certain of 51 seats, while the 
Japan New Party, formed last 
year by another disaffected LDP 
member, was assured of 35. 

The centrist Democratic 
Socialist Party (DSP) was certain 
to win 15 seats followed by 13 for 
the Sakigake, or Pioneer Party — 
another LDP splinter group 
formed last month. The centrist 
Shaminren (United Social Demo- 
cratic Party) was certain of four 
seats. 

Independent candidates, of 
whom at least half are expected 
to support the LDP, were assured 
of 30 seats, NHK said. 


Tbe Japan Communist Party, 
with which none of the leading 
parties wants to form a coalition, 
was assured of winning 15 seats. 

That leaves tbe country's poli- 
tical compass spinning. 

The LDP may be able to form a 
coalition government with other 
parties and even retain the prime 
minister post. The opposition 
parties and independents also 
could form their own coalition, 
but that appeared unlikely given 
their ideological differences. 

Whoever takes power, Japan is 
likely to have its weakest govern- 
ment in decades. Any new leader 
would have a difficult time chang- 
ing policies and practices set by 
powerful bureaucrats. 

“This was a difficult election, 
and that difficulty is reflected in 
the results," said a grim Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, the 
LDP president. 

Reform was a buzzword in 
most of the campaigns. All par- 
ties promised to toughen 
campaign-finance laws and 
change the electoral system to 
reduce the cost of campaigns. 

The LDP, in particular, has 
been the focus of several scandals 
in which huge amounts of money 
were channelled to politicians. 

“I feel a beginning of a new era 
that is a break from the past," 
said Satsuki Eda, head of Staami- 
neen. 

The absence of strong politi- 
cians to control the competing 
interests of the major ministries 
also could hinder trade negotia- 
tions with the United States and 
other nations. 

The ruling party has sometimes 
failed in tbe past to win an 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Egyptian mounts futile challenge to Mubarak 


By John West 

Reuter 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt — 
Kamel Ahmad, Egypt’s other 
presidential candidate, is used 
to being called mad. 

“The first time I mentioned 
the idea, my family looked at 
me in a funny way as though I 
had violated the sanctuary of 
the temple. But why? If Egypt 
is a democracy, why is it sac- 
rilege to stand'against the pres- 
ident? If I'm mad, then maybe 
we need more madness," the 
52-year-old businessman told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Ahmad is a known poli- 
tical eccentric. His biggest 
claim to fame is that he is 
running at all, a maverick tal- 
kaholic campaigning out of a 
fifth-floor office in an Alexan- 
dria back street against a huge 
state apparatus that openly 
backs President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. 

Ninety-seven per cent of 
Egypt's parliamentary deputies 
have already endorsed Mr. 


Mubarak, who needs only two- 
thirds support in a debate on 
Wednesday to be nominated as 
the only candidate m an Octo- 
ber referendum for another six 
years in power. 

Under Egyptian law as cur- 
rently interpreted, parti ament 
chooses only one candidate to 
put to the referendum. Voters 
will receive a ballot paper with 
Mr. Mubarak’s name and a 
choice of "Yes” or “No.” 

The state radio and televi- 
sion monopoly and state- 
owned newspapers have run a 
stream of propaganda for 
months praising Mr. Mubar- 
ak’s achievements during 12 
years of rule and proclaiming 
the “homage'* of nearly every 
civil institution to him. 

A youth leader in late Presi- 
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser’s 
one-party state -of the 1960s, 
Mr. Ahmad was a deputy in 
the 1970s and was thrown out 
of the chamber twice for trying 
to interrupt the late President 
Anwar Sadat as be addressed 


parliament. 

He says he is stOI a nasserite 
— a two-metre photograph of 
the Arab nationalist hero 
adorns his modest office — but 
has adapted to the needs of the 
1990s, ditching state control of 
the economy for free market 
policies and authoritarian rule 
for political pluralism. 

“My slogan is ‘development, 
democracy and human 
rights, be said. “Without 
these, the citizen becomes 
alienated from his country, 
loses his sense of belonging 
and die result is backwardness. 
We have seen enough of this in 
Egypt.” 

Government officials, more 
attuned to Egypt’s underlying 
reality of one-man rule than its 
superstr u ct u re of multi-party 
democracy, scoffed at Mr. 
Ahmad for even trying to run a 
campaign, calling him “mad”. 

Mr. Ahmad has started a 
lawsuit against Parliament 
Speaker Fathi Sorour for not 
passing on his programme to 


deputies to allow them the 
chance of stuyding it and says 
be has been denied access to 
media to put his case. 

“I can't get a single second 
on television because of the 
monopoly of power. Yet to the 
best of my knowledge (Mubar- 
ak) has not put forward a 
programme to be judged on. 
He’s being elected blind,” said 
Mr. Ahmad. 

The small, energetic cam- 
paigner says he is not against 
Mr. Mubarak, in power since 
Sadat was assassinated in 1981, 
and personally respects him. 

“The president has my per- 
sonal appreciation but I differ 
and am critical on his policies 
which have led to less jobs, 
severe recession in the market 
and emergency laws,” he said. 
“In India, when terrorists kil- 
led Rajiv Gandhi, they had 
emergency law for two or three 
months. We've had it for 12 


years. 

Mr. Ahmad says he will 
ignore Wednesday's vote and 


campaign around the country 
while his lawyers contest die 
constitutionality of October’s 
one-man referendum. He will 
urge a boycott of the referen- 
dum if it goes ahead. 

His rhetoric targets middle- 
aged, middle-class civil ser- 
vants who for decades were the 
backbone of Egypt’s political 
class but now feel abysmally 
paid and increasingly' 
threatened by the transfer of 
power to the private sector. 

“I have to cany on regard- 
less of everything. The indi- 
vidual at the level of a middle 
manager or an undersecretary 
in the civil service, with two or 
three children, cannot live a 
normal life. He and his family 
are crushed,” Mr. Ahmad 
said. 

He banded a reporter a cup 
of tea he made himself and 
vowed: “I’ve been in politics 
for 30 years and I'll be here for 
another 30 years. One day I'm 
going to be president of this 
country.” 


Iranian 
opposition 
warns of 
growing 
discontent 


Children thrust into making 
a living in occupied Gaza 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP 
(AFP) — JChalil Abu A1 Kher 
toils eight hours a day, six days a 
week in a sweaty back-street fac- 
tory on the edge of a ramshackle 
Palestinian refugee camp. He is 
12 years old. 

“Our family is in a bad way,” 
said Khalil, from Shati. “My 
father isn't working and I have 
eight brothers. The youngest is 18 
months.” 

He left school and started work 
a year ago cleaning and doing odd 
jobs for a sub-contractor making 
T-shirts for Israel. 

One of three boys among 10 
workers in the cramped premises, 
Khalil is just one of thousands of 
youngsters forced to sell their 
labour on the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

Since the army closed the occu- 
pied territories at the end of 
March, throwing tens of 
thousands of adults out of work, 
more and more children have 
beer, thrust into the struggle to 
help their families eke out a 
living. 

Khalil earns 150 shekels ($53) a 
month. His two brothers, aged 15 
and 16, pull in 100 shekels each. 

“The police have taken my 
father’s identity card,” Khalil 
said, not knowing why, only that 
it means he cannot find work. 

“I feel responsible for my fami- 
ly,” he mumbled, looking down 
past his raggy T-shirt and tom 
dirty shorts to plastic sandals. 

“I want to be a tailor to earn 
more money,” be said, tired and 
drawn. 

Mary Khaas, Gaza Strip direc- 


tor of Early Childhood Program- 
mes, despairs before the dflemma 
of child labouT. 

“Is it better for our children to 
work and try to survive or for us 
to shout and say this is exploita- 
tion? I Just don’t know,” she 
admitted. 

Children earn between five and 
15 shekels a day. “Five shekels 
does not even buy enough bread 
for a family,” said Ms. Khaas. 

Israel's military administration, 
the sole authority in Gaza, simply 
turns a blind eye. There are no 
statistics on die numbers in- 
volved. 

In occupied Jerusalem, where 
the phenomenon is far less wide- 
spread, police last week rounded 
up 37 Palestinians under the age 
or 13 and four employers in the 
Jewish market. After a stiff talk- 
ing to, all were back at work 
within a few hours. 

“According to the law, chil- 
dren under 14 are not allowed to 
work,” said the Gaza military 
spokeswoman. “I know you see 
children working everywhere in 
Gaza. The law is just not really 
enforced, there are no local 
police." 

When nine-year-old Atafs 
father lost his job in the closure, 
he sent his son out selling bottles 
of orange for a shekel at a profit 
of three cents., 

Ataf wanders under the burn- 
ing sun around the Gaza side of 
the Erez crossing into Israel. 
Each bottle sold brings in 10 
agorot or about three U.S. cents. 

“It is better than doing no- 
thing,” said Ataf. “I don't want 
to be where the army opens fire. 


but if' s very hard here.” 

Wissim Abu Issa, 12, runs the 
family stall outside Gaza's Shifa 
hospital with a 15-year-old 
brother. 

“My dad has been in jail for 
three years and no one else could 
help my mother except my 
brother and me.” His father is 
serving seven years for mem- 
bership of Islamic Jihad. 

The brothers work together 
peddling drinks, chocolates and 
cigarettes from 5 a.m. until 8 
p.m. and their faces betray real 
fatigue. 

Wissim, who also has two sis- 
ters aged 10 and 14, and brothers 
aged four and six, hopes to return 
to school after the holidays, fit- 
ting classes in between hoars at 
the stall. 

"Yes I'm tired,” he sighed. “I 
wish I could stay at home and 
have lunch with my mother.” 

He dreams of becoming a 
lawyer, “When I grow up I want 
to defend my people.” 

Ms. Khaas explained: “So 
many of these children become 
independent, the main support of 
the family. 


“Employers are suffering 
financially and cannot afford to 
pay the fathers. It’s cheaper and 
easier to employ children. 

“It’s been bad since the intifa- 
da.” It worsened during the Gulf 
war with 42 days of curfew, then 
it improved a little, but since the 
closure it’s worse than ever. 

“It may be worse in Egypt or 
other countries but here it is very 
new and the closure has made it 
far worse.” 


U.N. envoy ends Cyprus 
trip cautiously optimistc 


NICOSIA (R) — U.N. envoy Joe 
Clark ended his first visit to Cyp- 
rus Sunday saying he was 
cautiously optimistic a U.N. 
package to build confidence be- 
tween rival Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots would be accepted. 

“I believe there will be an 
acceptance. What exact hour, 
what exact date I can’t predict,” 
he told Greek and Turkish Cyp- 
riot reporters at a news confer- 
ence in the U.N.-controlled Nico- 
sia buffer zone. 




“If you are asking what my 
conclusion is, is it optimistic, is it 
pessimistic, it is cautiously opti- 
mistic,” he added. 

The former Canadian prime 
minister said implementation of 
the package would benefit both 
communities and work as a 
catalyst for an overall settlement. 

“(The package) will bring be- 
nefits to each ride and to both. If 
it is implemented it will represent 
the most important step forward 
in Cyprus in almost 20 years," he 
said. 



Joe Clark 


Cyprus has been divided since 
1974 when Turkish troops seized 
its northern third in the wake of a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia back- 
ed by the military junta then 
ruling Greece. 

The U.N. is trying to reunite 
the island as a federation. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gfaali 
thought he was close to getting 
approval for measures that would 
start an economic and political 
rapprochment between the two 
communities. 

They included placing part of 
the uninhabited resort town of 
Varosba, where Greek-Cypriots 


once lived, and reopening Nicosia 
airport under U.N. control. 

Cypriot President Glafcos 
derides, who represents Greek- 
Cypriots, has accepted the mea- 
sures in principle. 

Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf 

Denktash asked for time to prom- 
ote acceptance of the package. 

But U.N. -sponsored talks be- 
tween Mr. derides and Mr. De- 
nktash, due to resume in June, 
were postponed. Mr. Denktash 
has since quit as negotiator. 

As Mr. dark spoke 400 Greek- 
Cypriot refugees from the village 
of Phylia staged a protest west of 
Nicosia. About 100 broke 
through police cordons and en- 
tered the buffer zone but were 
stopped by U.N. peacekeepers. 

Mr. Clark and bis deputy Gus- 
tav Feissel were to leave Cyprus 
for Athens later Sunday. They 
will visit Ankara later this week. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — The 
opposition Iranian Liberation 
Movement (ILM) has warned of 
“growing popular discontent _ 
here and called on President AH 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to 
ensure "respect for civil liber- 
ties.” * 

In a statement issued Saturday, 
the ILM, which is headed by 
former Prime Minister Me fadi 
Bazargan, said it was “disturbed” 
by tbe political situation in Iran. 

The ELM said Mr. Rafsanjani, 
who was elected for a second 
term in June, had to confront “an 
economic crisis, widespread cor- 
ruption in the a dminis tration, 
growing popular discontent and 
unprecedented stagnation in the 
industrial sector.” 

“The people are wondering 
where you are taking them,” the 
TT.M said in a call to Mr. Rafsan- 
jani to ensure “respect for civil 
liberties and laws for the people 
as a whole, and not just for 
(government) supporters.” 

Tim ELM again cast doubt on' 
the fairness of the June elections, 
citing “the intervention of the 
Council of Experts,” which is 
charged with constitutional over- 
view, to decide on the eligibility 
of candidates as well as on- the 
absence of opposition political 
parties and figures. 

The ILM, in common with all 
other Iranian opposition move- 
ments both inside the country and 
in exile, boycotted the elections. 


Iran’s supreme leader urged 
the country’s security forces 
Saturday to do their duty and 
crack down on 'anyone threaten- 
ing internal security or public 
order. 

Ayatollah AH Khamenei made 
his remarks in a speech to marie 
law enforcement forces day at a 
graduation ceremony at the Milit- 
ary Science Academy, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported. 

“The supreme leader ...urged 
them to fulfil their tasks carefully 
and severely encounter those 
trying to disrupt public order, 
violate the privacy of families and 
create a climate of insecurity in 
tbe society,” it said. 


frail sues Swedish radio 


Iran has filed a lawsuit against 
an unnamed Swedish local radio 
station accusing it of inciting vio- 
lence against supporters of the 
Islamic republic, the Iranian news 
agency IRNA reported. 

The agency said the June 11 
broadcast broke Swedish law and 
added that tbe Iranian embassy in 
Stockholm had started the action 
on Friday with the aim of revok- 
ing the station’s licence through 
the courts. 


efector from Palestinian group disillusioned at U.S. treatment 


By Ruffi Sinai 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Adrian 
A wad is disillusioned and home- 
sick. Eleven years ago he de- 
fected from a Palestinian group, 
carrying a suitcase of explosives 
he was supposed to detonate in a 
Geneva hotel. Two years later, 
he came to the United States and 
turned state's witness against a 
Palestinian charged with me 1982 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Hawaii. 

Awad went underground in the 
federal witness protection prog- 
ramme, travelling to Greece 
three times and risking his life, to 
testify against his one-time 
friend. His testimony was in- 
strumental in Mohammad 
Rashid's conviction. 

"He was of significant value to 
the prosecution,” attests Neil 
Gallagher, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's (FBI) counter- 
terrorism director. 

But Awad says the government 
has broken a string of promises to 


him, despite his cooperation. He 
has not gotten U.S. citizenship, 
he hasn't received the money 
owed him under a federal re- 
wards programme, and the State 
Department won't grant his sister 
and brother visas to enter tbe 
United States so he can see them 
after a 17-year separation. 


Everyone — the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA), the 
FBI, the Justice Department, the 
State Department — promised to 
help, Awad said in a telephone 
interview from the town where he 
lives in hiding 7 with his wife, 
Lynn. 

“They have nice suits, they talk 
nice, but I don't believe them any 
more,” Awad said. 


Interviews with people who 
know him and with government 
officials paint Awad, 51, as a 
highly charged personality who 
has fallen victim to bureaucratic 
red tape, cultural differences, 
security constraints and insensi- 
tivity. 

Senator Joseph Uebennan, 


who has repeatedly tried to help 
Awad, is worried that the treat- 
ment he has gotten could have 
broader repercussions beyond 
Awad’s personal disappointment 

“It is particularly important to 
reward him so that others know 
that tbe United States honours 
. such heroism and are encouraged 
to come forward,” he wrote last 
month to tbe State Department 
programme that offers awards for 
information leading to the convic- 
tion of international extremists. 
One official said Awad was prob- 
ably due between S500.000 and 
$750,000. 

The State Department says 
Awad's reward is under review — 1 
and has been for' several years. 
The Justice Department, which 
also makes recommendations on 
such awards, declined to com- 
ment. The FBI says Awad cer- 
tainly deserves the money but 
that it's not up the bureau to 
make the decision. 

Equally puzzling is why Awad 
— who is effectively stateless — 
isn't being granted citizenship so 


he can obtain a passport to travel. 
The Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion service says the clock toward 
his five-year citizenship require- 
ment only began ticking in 1991 
when he filled out forms in his 
real name. Awad aigues that he's 
been here since 1984 but couldn’t 
use his real name because he was 
under orders from U.S. marshals 
and the FBI to conceal his identi- 
ty- 

He' recently wrote Attorney 
General Janet Reno to plead his 
case anew. 


Then there is the continuing 
saga of his sister and brother’s 
attempts to get into the United 
States. He started asking for 
them five years ago. Three years 
ago it appeared that all the 
arrangements were finally made, 
after Awad contacted then- 
attorney General William Barr. 
A cable was sent to the U.S. 
embassy in Damascus asking that 
his sister's visa be granted. She 
was never even allowed past the 
gate, said Awad, whose story has 


been confirmed by several gov- 
ernment and congressional offi- 
cials. 

Last year she did get into tbe 
embassy but was turned away 
after a brief hearing in the visa 
office. Awad threatened to refuse 
to testify in Greece unless the visa 
was arranged. Tbe government 
pressed him to change his mind, 
promising — again — that it 
would help with the visa. 

About 10 days ago, the sister's 
visa request was turned down 
again. This time, she did go 
through the process at the embas- 
sy only to be told at the end that „ 
she did not have sufficient finan- 
cial collateral in Syria to ensure 
that she would return there and 
not remain in the United States. 

“Six years and they can’t get a 
visitor visa for my sister7” Awad 
asks with disbelief. 

The government did get one of 
his brothers into the country — 
after he was arrested in Iraq and 
almost hanged because Awad 
supplied the CIA information 
during the Gulf war about Iraqi 


underground bunkers. Awad's 
company in Baghdad helped 
build the bunkers. 

Another brother — the one 
seeking Che visa — was expelled 
from Libya because of Awad's 
“treason.” 

Meanwhile, Awad’s father be- 
came ill. Awad asked the FBI for 
permission to travel to see his 
father on his deathbed. Gting 
concern for his life, the FBI 
refused. 


“We had to reach a delicate 
balance between his desire for 
freedom and our need to protect 
his life,” Mr. Gallagher said. 
Awad’s father subsequently died. 


Gallagher said the FBI has 
stepped in numerous times to 
accommodate Awad's requests, 
including “banging on doors” of 
other agencies in such matters as 
the visas for his siblings. 

“I know how irritati ng and 
restrictive it's been for him,” says 
Gallagher. “But what's important 
to me is that he's alive today to 
complain about it.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraqi opposition claims village wiped out 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iraqi opposition : soura ^ th TtS?5^??:i 
has wiped out a small village in the southern marches, Iran s offidalJ 
IsIamicRepublic News Agency reported- 
night dispatch said that just 24 famflies sun^thc 
Hasharia by Iraqi infantry and artillery units. IJei of tife- 
alleged attack and the number of victims were not given. Tht^y 
vfflagewas said to be near the southern Ixuqi ^ ^ 
which is 150 kilometres northwest of Basra. It 
Irani opposition source was quoted as raying- The Iranra news: 
arajeyrompared the incident to the March ***1 

Kwdbh vilfa^of Halabja in northern Iraq m ^ 
killed, many by toxic chemicals. There was no suggestion m the- 
report on Hasharia that chemicals were 
tom dependency confirm the report, as Iraq 
or observers to the area and few nsk 
Thousands of Shiite Muslims have taken refuge jnffie 
since a failed rebellion against the regime of lrat p Prcstdent. 
Saddam Hussein following the 1991 Gnlf war. T^e aflies 

have set up a “no-fly” zone over the area to proto* tbe sheltering 
rebels. But the pilots — whose mission is to keep the skira dear erf 
Iraqi aircraft — often are unable to momtor ground action and 
seldom make observations public. IRNA said 
families bad taken refuge in southern Iran, where hundreds of other 
Shiite Muslims also have fled. 

Akhbar Al Khaleej ordered closed for three days 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain's Arabio-fanguage newspapw AJAbar* 

Al Khaleej was ordered dosed for three days for pubhshmg a l 
graphic depicting a series of tiny islands disputed by Bahrain and 
Qatar, itwas reported Saturday. The ban commences Sunday, 
Information Ministry officials said. Editors of the pape r refused to 
comment on the closure order. Tbe graphic ran with a . story on 
harnessing a vast wealth of natural gas m the Gulf region. T he 
graphic shows the peninsula of Qatar, with the disputed Howar 
Islands abutting its coast and gas fields marked on scattered 
locations of the hinterland. Akhbar Al Khaleej was accused of 
playing up Qatar’s contention that Howar is an integral part of as 
territory. Bahrain argues that the islands belong to it by virtue of 
demarcations dating back to the first half of tins century. 


1 killed by grenades in Turkish resort 


ANKARA (AFP) — One person was killed and at least two were 
injured in three grenade attacks Saturday night on hotels at 
Antalya, a tourist resort on Turkey’s Mediterranean ccosL t»ncur- 1 
ring reports here said. The first explosion was at 21:20 (18:20 GMT) sag S 
was followed by two others either inside or just outside three hotdagri 
QH fee oats kirts of the town, the reports sajd. Tbe semi-official ** 
Anatolia news agency said one person was killed and two were 
injured by a hand grenade thrown in front of the Mithat Hoick 
Turkish journalists contacted. in Antalya spoke of eight more 
racial rii*< in the other two blasts which occurred inside hotels. AH 
the casualties were believed to bie Turkish nationals, according to 
officials quoted in the reports. The triple grenade attack came three 
weeks after an attack in central Antalya which injured 23 people 
including 15 mainly German and Scandinavian tourists.. The 
authorities blamed Kurdish separatists for that attack on June 27. 


Israeli brothers die in falls on desert hike 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A survival hike by two brothers ended 
tragically Saturday when fee body of one was found dead from a 
fall, four days after tfas tbe other was found dead fee same way. 
Nahshon Leibowitz, 18, was found in a dry river bed in fee desert, 
Israel Television reported. Preliminary investigations showed he 
died from a fall, the report said. His brother Ofir, 21, was found 
deadjust over.a kilometre away on Tuesday, from a cliff falL They 
were fee onlychfldren of Yisracl and Tzipporah Leibowitz of Haifa. 
The two had set off two weeks ago on the desert hike so Ofir could 
teach Nahshon mapping techniques. The .older brother was about 
to complete his army service in the paratroops, and fee hike was 
designed to help Nahshon, just shy of his recruitment, qualify for 
fee elite volunteer corps. The evidence showed that Nahshon fell iU 
and Ofir set off to get help, only to fall from fee Cliff, the television 
said. When Nahshon understood his brother was not returning, he 
tried to move on, but also fell to his death, it said. 


Manning extradited on second try 


W- 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel extradited an American wanted in* 
connection wife a murder case to fee United States Sunday, after a 
lengthy battle against fee order that included a staged suicide' 
attempt Robert Manning, 41, is suspected of involvement in 
sending a booby-trapped appliance to a Manhattan beach, Califor* 
ma computer firm in 1980. It blew up and killed a secretary, Patricia 
Wukenon. Mr. Manning immigrated to Israel about a decade ago 
and lived in the Kiryat Arba settlement in fee occupied West Bank: 
The United States asked his extradition in 1991, and Mr. Manning 
subsequently lost four appeals. to the Israeli Supreme Court. 
Accompanied by two American officers, and a police medic, Mr. 
Manning had one hand cuffed while taken on board a TWA jet at 
Ben Gunon international airport near Tel. Aviv on Sunday 
morning. In fee other hand, he carried a Jewish prayer book. He 
also wore a Jewish prayer shawl or taffitJTIl be back; This is all 
nonsense. I didn t do a thing. It’s shameful to our country ” Mr; 
Manning told reporters in Hebrew as he walked up stairs to fee 

P ■ was to airport from nearby Ramle^Prison,' 

and the jet took off shortly before 9:30 a.m. (0630 GMT). *'~ 

^I2 e t^ aS fl -°K have 5®®," flow ? to California last Tuesday, butn* 
an? l 5® * ast rwnute ujhen medics found be was iff 

and the airliner refused to take him. - 


Israel seeks to boost arms sales to Taiwan 


I f ae1, to boost exports of arms to 

JSiTE? to^loSr^Si exhibition 

• n r vs P a P er reported Sunday. Pilodess spy 
network aruf l ? 1, . ss, l e systems, a satellite communications 
^j^ht yrsron technology will be on display, officials 

In dustries told tbe Haarete newspaper, 
Taiwan produces under licence Isnpii i 


~ inousmes told tbe Haaretz newsoaoer. 

2S3 P"3 uces licence Israeli Dvora iSSSd 
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FORMER MAYOR HONOURED: His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Sun- 
■day received at the Royal Court former Amman 
Mayor Mohammad A1 Bashir, who resigned July . 
fl3. The Regent commended the efforts of Mr. 

1 Bashir white serving as mayor and decorated him 


with the Jordanian AJ Kawkab Medal of (be First 
Order. Mr. Bashir, who was suc ceed e d by fonner 
Health Minister Mamdodh A) Abbadi, announced 
he was resigning because be plans to ran in the next 
legislative elections 
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Arab Children's Congress Snnday concludes its 13th annual meeting in Amman at the University of 
.Jordan (Petra photo) 

• wJl-I ■ . 

Arabchilcfren’s congress calls for 
region’s nations to close ranks 


New voter registration at 20,000 and rising 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 20,000 
new voters registered at the 
Ministry of Interior until Satur- 
day this week with indications 
that the rate of new registra- 
tions will accelerate especially 
in major cities of the Kingdom , 
sources told the Jordan Times. 

Sources, who asked they re- 
main anonymous, said the reg- 
istration period for new voters 
will continue until the end of 
July before the government 
takes a two-week period to 
review its voter files in the 
beginning of Augusr. 

Jordanians who were reg- 
istered to vote in 1989 are not 
required to re-register during 
this time and the ministry will 
make appropriate announce- 
ments for those who misplaced 
or lost their 1989 voter cards.' 
when the time for .card dis- 
tribution begins. 

When the Ministry of In- 
terior completes the checking 
of its voter lists on Aug. IS, it 
is required by law to post the 
final lists for ten days during 
which citizens can check their 
names and contest the listings 
to a committee entrusted with 


reviewing discrepancies and 
errors. 

The committee is then re- 
quired to announce the results 
of its review within a week. 
■These rulings can further be 
contested in court. 

Interior Ministry sources 
told the Jordan Times that the 
highest turn-out for new voters 
has been mainly in cities like 
Amman, Zarqa and Irbid. 
They said that this rate has 
accelerated over the past few 
days after the government 
launched a media campaign to 
attract voters. 

Last week Prime Minister 
Abdul Salazn AI Majali urged 
Jordanians “to exercise their 
constitutional rights and vote 
in the coming parliamentary 
elections." 

His appeal, the premier had 
said, was warranted by the 
apparent low turnout of new 
voters. Dr. Majali said be was 
dissatisfied with the “turnout 
of people registering for the 
elections, to date.” 

This statement was made on 
July 13, but sources indicate - 
now that there bad been a shift 
in the attitude of citizens and 
many more are now arriving at 
specified centres of registra- 



Ministry of Interior officiate process new voter registrations (Petra 
photo) 


tion. 

People are required to regis- 
ter during the July registration 
period if they had just come of 
voting age (19 years old) or 
were living in other countries 
and were unable to register 
and vote in 1989. 

Citizens who have changed 
residence from one voting dis- 
trict to another during the four 
years since 1989 are also re- 
quired to register in their new 
district. 


In Amman, citizens can reg- 
ister at the following centres: 
First district: Sharif Hussein 
Ben Nasser and al Rashid 
schools 

Second district: Khawla Bint 
Al Azwar and Akka schools 
Third district: Akka School 
Fourth district: Sahab dis- 
trict governor’s office, Al 
Qwaismeh Secondary School 
for Boys. Umra Qassir Secon- 
dary School for Boys, Asia 
School, Al Jizeh Secondary 


Changing districts 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Governor Issa Al Omari Sun- 
day called on citizens who ap- 
plied to change their electoral 
constituencies to discuss the 
matter with committees in 
charge of revising and updating 
voters' lists. 

He said citizens registered in 
the First, Second, Third and 
Seventh districts have to call at 
the Amman Governorate 
Building, those registered in 
Fourth district should call at 
the Sahab District Building, 
those in the Fifth at the Wadi 
Seer District Building and 
those in the Sixth at the Mada- 
ba District Building. 


School, Al Muwaqar district 
governor’s office and Abu 
Alan da School. 

Fifth district: Sweileh Secon- 
dary School for Boys, Naour 
district governor’s office. Wadi 
Al Seer district governor’s 
office, Um Al Bassatin subdis- 
trict office, Marj Al Hamam 
Primary School. 

Sixth district: Madaba gov- 
ernorate office, Theeban dis- 
trict office. 


Jordan, Sudan agree to 
cooperate in health area 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Sudan Sunday signed an agree- 
ment for stepped-up cooperation 
in health-related fields. 

The two sides agreed to ex- 
change expertise and cooperate 
in training medical staff and ex- 
changing visits by health officials 
to examine facilities in either 
country with special focus on 
primary health care, according to 
the agreement signed by Health 
Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
and Sudan's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ali Abdul Rahman Numeiri. 

The two sides also agreed to 
report to each other any out- 
breaks of infectious disease in 
order to stem their spreading. 

The agreement provides for 


dose cooperation in combating 
diseases and exchanging expertise 
in manufacturing medical ap- 
pliances and controlling drags. 

Under . the agreement the 
health ministries in Jordan and 
Sudan will prepare an executive 
programme to implement the 
agreement to be renewed every 
two years. 

Jordan has agreed to allow 
Sudanese nationals to enter the 
King Hussein Medical Centre in 
Amman for treatment if they are 
found to be suffering from chro- 
nic diseases. 

But the two sides said details 
on this spedal programme are 
still to be formulated. 


Specialists analyse growth 
of Jordan’s population 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 33th 
' Arab Children’s Congress ended 
;'in Amman Sunday with a call 
' from the participating children on 
we Arab countries to dose their 
’ ranks for the sake of confronting 
the present challenges and pro- 
tecting the future of the Arab 
'.nation. 

; ' Concluding their week-long 
.activities, organised by the Noor 
■Al Hussein Foundation (NHF), 
.‘tiie children, representing eight 
; Arab states, emphasised the need 
;ior Arab »>nity which, they said, 

■ should draw on the common 
lArab heritage, history and 
; values. 

• . The congress, an annual event 
1 initiated by Her Majesty Queen 
! Noor in 1980, stressed the im- 
; portance of interaction with past 

■ Arab history, retaining and 
' strengthening cultural heritage, 

i( & '^jicouraging the Arab language 
GMT'- j£pd its literature and upholding 
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Arab traditions as a way of re- 
gaining the strength of the Arab 
Nation. 

The children also called on 
Arab countries to open up to 
other cultures and benefit from 
the experiences of the advanced 
nations. 

They urged the United Nations 
to implement its resolutions on 
Palestine and end the “unjust" 
embargo being -imposed on Iraq 
and the Iraqi children. 

The children held their final 
session at the University of Jor- 
dan, where they met with Sulei- 
man Arabiyat, the university's 
vice president for Administrative 
Affairs, who described the annual 
event as a model gathering -for 
Arab unity. 

NHF Deputy Director Abdul- 
lah Hindawi distributed merito- 
rial certificates to the children, 
and the supervisors of children’s 


groups from Iraq, Oman and 
Egypt presented Mr. Hindawi 
with token gifts in recognition of 
Queen Noor's efforts to bring 
Arab children together and 
promote the idea of doser Arab 
relations. 

The children later called at the 
residence of the Bosnian families 
in Amman and presented gifts to 
their children. 

The young congress partici- 
pants, who came from Tunisia, 
Algeria, Iraq, Oman, Syria, 
Palestine, Egypt and Jordan, sent 
a cable to the Queen expressing 
their deep appreciation of the 
hospitality accorded them in Jor- 
dan and the opportunity to see 
the country and discuss, useful 
topics of concern to the Arab 
Nation. 

By 1992 almost 7S0 children 
from 17 Arab states had partici- 
pated in the annual event. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Labour Khaled al Ghzawi Sun- 
day said the rapid population 
growth in Jordan and the unusual 
and sudden increase in the num- 
ber of job seekers have made it 
almost impossible for the govern- 
ment and the concerned author- 
ities to reduce the rate of unem- 
ployment or deal with the prob- 
lem of poverty. 

The great influx of migrants 
into the Kingdom has boosted the 
normal population growth and 
has made it very difficult for the 
concerned authorities to expand 
social, educational and health 
services, added the minister in an 
address at the opening of a train- 
ing workshop on analysing 
population growth in the King- 
dom. 

Organised by the National 
Population Commission (NPC) in 
cooperation with the European 
Community (EC), the workshop 
is expected to review working 
papers on population growth, fer- 
tility, mortality and migration 
rates and future trends among 
other topics. 

Mr. Ghzawi told the partici- 
pants that the population factor is 
a baric element of the compre- 
hensive development concept 
since no genuine development 


can be achieved without the pre- 
sence and the contribution of the 
human element. - 

The NPCs Secretary Getieral 
Nabih Salameh told a population 
conference here last April that 
Jordan witnesses a 3.4 per cent 
population growth annually. 

Jordan's high population 
growth rate makes it imperative 
that decision-makers study the 
demographic, social and econo- 
mic changes before planning for 
further socio-economic develop- 
ment, said the minister. 

Such growth rotes constitute 
the cornerstone in the construc- 
tion of societies because the 
numerical increases in population 
mean farther demands on ser- 
vices. Mr. Ghzawi added. 

He thanked the EC for financ- 
ing the workshop and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina for her 
continued backing of the Nation- 
al Population Commission's en- 
deavours. 

Mr. Salameh told the opening 
session that the commission plans 
to hold a series of activities in the 
coming months, including one 
about birth -spacing, to prepare 
for a national conference on 
population due to be held before 
the end of next year. 





AGREEMENT SIGNED: Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz 
and Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Yuji Ikeda Sunday 
sign an agreement whereby, through its cultural grant aid 
programme, Japan will donate audio-visual equipment 
worth JD 169,000 to the Public Library of Greater Amman 
Municipality. The equipment will include a micro-film 
4 system, .video system and others to contribute to the 
lj; promotion of social education in Jordan 


A leading Jordanian industrial company has a vacancy for: 

AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Applicants should have the following qualifications: 

1 . Excellent command of English, business correspond- 
ence, typing in both Arabic and English and computer 
operations. 

2. High caliber in office management, follow up and 
communication skills. 

3. At least three years work experience. 

A university degree in business administration or English is 
preferable. 

An excellent salary will be paid and work is two shifts daily: 
Interested qualified candidates please send your C.V. and a 
recent photograph to: 

P.O.Box 9289, Amman, Jordan 

All applications shall be dealt with strict confidence. 





Prime M i n i s ter Abdul Salam Al Mqjali Sunday meets with representatives of voluntary 
societies In Jordan (Petra photo) 

Majali urges linking voluntary work 
with public, private sector interests 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment is aware that poverty is 
closely linked to unemployment 
and is sparing no effort in coop- 
eration with the private sector to 
find solutions to both problems. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al 
Majali said Sunday. 

To deal with unemployment, 
the private and the public sectors 
ought to link up and exploit every 
opportunity to create jobs and 
promote production, said Dr. 
Majali at a meeting with repre- 
sentatives of voluntary organisa- 
tions held at his office. 

The government has faith in 
voluntary work which has the 
attention and support of His 
Majesty King Hussein and the 


Jordanian people, said the prime 
minister at the meeting, which 
was attended by Minister of So- 
cial Development Mohammad AI 
Sqour. 

It believes that voluntary 
societies’ work should be prom- 
oted and measures should be 
taken to coordinate it with that of 
the concerned government minis- 
tries, be added. 

Dr. Majali requested that 
voluntary societies hold periodic 
meetings to pool their resources 
with backing from the Ministry of 
Social Development which can 
coordinate their work and expand 
it. 

He also suggested the publica- 
tion of a monthly newsletter and 


preparing a guidebook that can 
help societies and donor orga- 
nisations provide assistance to the 
needy. _ 

The premier cited Al Amal 
Cancer Centre which attracted 
millions of dinars in donations 
from the Jordanian people as an 
example of the community's re- 
sponse to the calls for charity. 

Dr. Majali accepted a proposal 
for holding an annual convention 
for all the charitable and volun- 
taiy organisations operating in 
Jordan. 

Representatives of foreign 
non-governmental organisations 
operating in Jordan were also 
present at the meeting. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The folio wing listings are compiled from monthly 
bulletins ana the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the 
concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Art inrhlhWnn by Syrian artist Sakhr Farzal at the 
BaBta Art Gallery, Fnbeis City. 

■fr Art exhibition by Syrian artist Nidal Al Snmi at the 
Royal Cnhnral Caine. 

<r Art exhibition by Jamal Khmefah and Jihad Abo 
Suleiman at the Hoesing Bank Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by Fadwa Al Nairobi at the Phoenix 
Art Gallery. 

■fr Exhibition of a new collection of art works at The 
Gallery, Hotel Jordan InterContinental. 

* Exhibition of paintings and ceramics by Ah Al 


Mi 'mar. Hazem Al Zn’bf, Abdul Raonf Shun'otm 
and Jala! Ureiqat at EshbeeBa Art Gallery, 6th 
Circle, Amra Shopping Centre. 

LECTURE 

Lecture on recent excavations at the ‘Ain Ghazni 
site north of Amman by Dr. Gary RoUeEwo at 7 
pjn. at the American Center of Oriental Research 
(ACOR). 

JERASH FESTIVAL 

"if Ballet performance by the Royal Cnhnral Centre 
(RCQ Troupe at the RCC at 8 p-m. 

* Concert by L eb a ne se singer Ragheb Aiameh al 8i30 
pun. at the South Theatre of Jerash. 

* Arabic poetry recital at the Abdtd Hameed Shoman 
Foundation at 5:30 pjn. 


Ekeus continues talks 


(Continued from page 1) 


as a spedal reparations fund. If 
'approved, it will be Iraq’s first 
major sale since the world embar- 
go imposed after its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Asked if Mr. Qaisi's participa- 
tion was a sign the talks were 
malting progress, Mr. Ekeus re- 
plied: “I don’t know.” 

The morning session, which 
lasted for about an hour, started 
90 minutes late. There was no 
explanation for the delay. 

No talks were held Saturday 
because of Iraq's observance of 
the 25th anniversary of the coup 
(hat brought the Baath Party to 
power. 

The United Nations Wants to 
ensure that Iraq does not violate 
the 1991 Gulf war ceasefire re- 
solutions that call for elimination 
Of Iraq's weapons of mass des- 
truction and for setting up a 
long-term monitoring system. 
Iraq says it is using the sites to 


test short-range missiles, which 
are allowed under the ceasefire 
pacts. And it says it wants conces- 
sions — such as an easing of the 
worldwide embargo — before it 
accepts long-term monitoring re- 
quirements. 

The Security Council has 
warned Baghdad of “serious con- 
sequences” if it continues to defy 
U.N. resolutions. 

U.S. President Clinton, Vice- 
President Al Gore and Secretary 
ef State Warren Christopher have 
said they do not rule out the use 
of force. 

In a nationally televised speech 
on Saturday, Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein referred only obli- 
quely to the latest standoff with 
the United Nations, saying: “The 
tyrants and their lackeys... cannot 
harm Iraq or its programmes in 
life by fabricating excuses and 
accusations.” 


PLO studying 
confed era tion 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hundreds of Palestinian 
businessmen living outside the 
Israeli-occupied territories will 
meet in Arab East Jerusalem 
sometime in October to discuss 
investment opportunities there, 
organisers said Sunday. 

The investment conference will 
be the first opportunity for 
Palestinians forced to flee their 
homeland because of the 1948 
and 1967 Middle East wars to 
meet in the occupied territories to 
decide how to help the Palesti- 
nian economy. 

“The objective is to get Palesti- 
nian investors' assistance to build 
a strong Palestinian economy in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
independent of the Israeli eco- 
nomy,” said Palestinian peace 
delegate Mohammad Ishtayeh in 
Amman. “Our concern is to 
attract migrant Palestinian capital 
and settle it in the occupied terri- 
tories.” 
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Breaking the fall 

DESPITE MISGIVINGS, many in the Third World, 
Jordan included, had welcomed the American-led 
initiative to deploy military force in Somalia late last 
year if only because the move meant that the starving 
milli ons in the lawless, chaotic Horn of Africa country 
had a chance to survive hunger and starvation. 

Now, sever; months after the U.S.-led United Na- 
tions .force went in, what we see in Somalia is a 
near-return to square one; food is there, but little of it 
gets to the hongiy since the bulk of the soldiers who 
are supposed to offer protection to food distribution 
are locked in a bloody conflict with the same people 
who are supposed to benefit from the international 
assistance. 

Any consolation that the conflict is limited to the 
Somali capital, Mogadishu, is ill-founded. It is only a 
matter of time before vested interests in the rest of the 
country, long used to the law of the gun, would rise up 
and challeng e the U.N. force. 

We would hate to say “we told you so,” but the 
reality on the ground in Mogadishu today only 
underlines the simple fact that while the hungry 
Somali people had received the U.N. forces as their 
benefactors, the well-fed Somali warlords and politi- 
cians saw the big powers grouped under the U.N. flag 
as instruments to further their political ambitions. 
But, as things turned out, their expectations were 
quashed since few external forces were takers to the 
offer of influence in the devastated country despite its 
strategic geographic location. And hence the blood- 
shed and tiie emerging Somali calls for the forces to go 
home. 

Today, the international community finds itself in a 
conundrum. Can it continue to use military force to 
destroy the firepower of warlords with one hand while 
dispensing food with the other? What are the justifica- 
tions of such an approach? 

It may be easy to believe that the capture or death of 
one warlord or another might take the teeth out of 
militias left without leaders, but the key element that 
should be first taken into consideration Is the deep- 
rooted tribal links that bind the Somali people into 
various factions. It means that eliminating or getting a 
warlord out of the way will not necessarily force his 
group into its knees. 

The approach has to be definitely different, decisive 
and swift. We do not have any magic solutions to the 
situation, but would venture to suggest that the elders 
council which has been pondering over the means to 
found a new political system in Somalia could be a 
starting point. Let the Western and American military 
leaders take a step back (burying indeed what they 
would definitely see as demeaning given the fact that 
the Somalis are black) and allow the elders, who 
represent ail mainstream Somali tribes and clans, 
decide by consensus where force has to be used and 
how much. 

We do not know whether this is the right answer, 
bnt we do know that the present cat-and-mouse game 
being played out in Mogadishu means only one thing: 
As every day passes, the entire U.N. operation is 
slipping into an abyss. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Sunday commented on a planned visit to 
the region, next month, by U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher by saying that the Arab parties can only welcome the 
U.S. secretary and listen to his views, but, said the daily. Western 
officials have been coming and going for so long, trying, as they 
say, to better understand the situation and give impetus to the 
peace process and nothing has been achieved. All these visits and 
contacts between the Arabs and the Western nations did not help 
find a solution to the problem and did not make Israel comply 
with U.N. resolutions on the Middle East since 1967, the paper 
continued. Israel, backed by the United States, is still intransigent 
in its position and refuses to open the door for a genuine peace, 
based on the international legitimacy and U.N. resolutions, the 
paper added. As long as the Americans and their friends have not 
grown tired of reiterating their statements and their pledges, the 
Arabs, for their part, have no alternative but to reiterate their just 
stand vis-a-vis the Middle East issue, added the paper. The 
Western envoys come and go to the region at a time when their 
governments carry out atrocities against the Somali people, allow 
the Muslims of Bosnia to be murdered and starve the Iraqi 
population, the paper said. We welcome a visit by the U.S. 
secretary to the region, we are careful not to try to antagonise him 
and the other envoys, but, the paper said , only when signs appear 
that the Western governments are truly oriented towards bringing 
about a just peace and forcing Israel to comply with the 
international legitimacy, can we believe in the statements about 
their declared intentions to help us reach a settlement. 

AL DUS OUR tackled the situation in the Israeli held Arab lands 
now und - Israeli siege. Israel’s continued siege of the lands and 
its aim at s arving the two million people there seem to be taken 
for granti by many parties and no one is raising any protest 
against thi itrotity, said the daily. The area the worst affected by 
the starvat i and the siege is the Gaza Strip where reports speak 
of horrible <.ise$, added the paper. In light of these facts we can 
only turn t * attention to those Arabs interested in normalising 
their relati. s with the Israeli enemy, added the daily. The 
starving pop ulation and the awful conditions of the Palestinians in 
general shot ' take precedence over all other considerations, 
demanded ti . daily. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Unity — the sine qua non of a lasting 
solution to Palestine problem 


The "Gaza first” approach, being orchestrated by Israel, could be 
prejudicial to the future of the negotiations on the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. Given the fact that the burden of keeping Gaza 
Strip under Israeli rule is becoming unbearable from the Israeli 
point of view, acommodating the Rabin government on Gaza 
alone could in the final analysis diminish the Palestinian bargain- 
ing power regarding the fate of the rest of the occupied territories, 
including of course East Jerusalem. That is why the Arab side 
needs to establish a direct and organic link between a solution to 
the Gaza dimension of the Palestinian conflict and the rest of the 
aspects of the case before the proposition is taken seriously. It is 
also hardly posable for the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to administer and rule a small strip of land populated by 
hundreds of thousands of impoverished Palestinians without the 
support from the West Bank where the economy is relatively 
robust and is still amenable to rapid development. Gaza Strip per 
se is not viable economically or politically and needs to be united 
in terms of its economy and other infrastructure to the rest of 
Palestine in order to be able to function and prosper sufficiently 
enough for the purpose of attaining a certain degree of stability. 

The Palestinian side is not likely to reject a settlement over 
Gaza outright even under the worst conditions. The best course 
for the PLO is therefore to welcome an early resolution of the 
strip problem on condition that the future of the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem also be resolved within a specific time framework. 

To be sure, hoisting the Palestinian flag over Gaza would boost 
the moral of the Palestinians and may end up boosting tbe chances 
of peace elsewhere as well. The Palestinian state of mind would 
be positively influenced in the event of even a partial settlement 
of the problem of the Palestinian territories now in their third 
decade under Israeli occupation. 

On the other hand, the resolution of this limited dimension of 
the Palestinian territories may still trigger a simmering conflict 
between the Gazans and the rest of the Palestinians, should the 
fate of the West Bank and East Jerusalem remain hanging in tbe 
balance A ‘Gaza first" approach may indeed prompt the Gazans to 
start thinking in terms of "Onzans first” vis-a-vis their brothers 


and sisters in the West Bank as well as in tbe diaspora. After so 
many decades of separation, one cannot take for granted a 
commonality of interests between the Gazans and the father 
Palestinians. We have already encountered some occasions where 
the Gaza Strip chose to be represented by its own dignitaries 
rather than accept an overall Palestinian delegation to represent 
them. The last episode occurred when Palestinian delegations 
came to Amman to congratulate His Majesty King Hussein on the 
40th anniversary of his accesion to the throne. The Gazans, it will 
be recalled, preferred to speak for themselves rather than baying 
one joint Palestinian delegation speak for all tbe Palestinians 
under occupation. That particular scene may lead to the conclu- 
sion that efforts need to be exerted to “reunite” Gaza with the 
West Bank if the envisaged Palestinian state is expected to see the 
light of day. 

The moral of the story is that the “Gaza first” scheme is not so 
benign as it appears- While not recommending its rejection 
outright, it most be pursued with great care, vision and foresigh t- 
Otherwise, the Palestinian side would end up with more Palesti- 
nian division than they have bargained for. This is where the PLO 
needs to reassert itself as the only entity speaking for the 
Palestinians under occupation. 

The Palestinians are prone to divisions that predate the 
Palestinian conflict and efforts need to be invested as of now to 
unify the Palestinian ranks in the occupied territories. Tbe 
projected direct contacts between Israel and the PLO could 
advance Palestinian unity, something which is a sine qua non to 
afiy lasting resolution of the Palestinian case. 

Israel has had a history of sowing discord between various 
Palestinian factions as a way to check the clout of the PLO in 
particular. This short-sighted Israeli policy has obviously back- 
fired and there appears to be now a Delated appreciation of the 
proposition that face to face dialogue with the PLO offers the 
most effective way for the resolution of tbe Palestinian situation. 
If this is really the case, then the “Gaza first” plan can be 
negotiated with the PLO directly rather than with any local party. 
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U.S.-Japan free 
trade agreement — 
probabilities, 
possibilities? , 

By Mohammad Abdaila Elqaq 
THE U.S.-Japan trade Umy 

has been marked by tension. . If the Japanese raar- 

Both countries dean more trade, made 10 q per cent open 

since it is mutually ^nefiaal, businesses, it may mean 

not at the expense of a h«l*y t virginal increases in trade, 
economic relationship- A U.a>. ony ug business prac - 

Japan Free Trade Apeement gSand odture are more similar 


tie 


, undies while ded ^itb a lack of initiative on 

chs P utes - . the part of American companies 

Interest in a U.S.-Japan FTA is to jnvest in Japan’s "trouble- 

inins considerable momentum, gome” markets. U.S. businesses 


gaining considerable momentum, gome” markets. U.S. bus' nesses 

It was given conception when the wou id need a bigger carrot 

U.S. ambassador to Japan, Mike Jlist the Japanese market to 

Mansfield, presented the FTA begin channeling greater business 
idea as a solution to the mounting in ^at direction . Third , the over- 
bitterness and frustration caused jy pessimistic attitude and distrust 
by the present item-by r item ^ Americans have towards 
approach to trade talks. Branches japan would be hard to overcome 
of the government both in tiie — an effective agreement per- 
U.S. and Japan are conducting Japan is accused of dr- 

official studies of the pros and cumventing past agreements and 
cons of a free trade agreement. wou |d find its way around those 
Academicians are increasingly that wou (d be reached in a free 
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conducting discussion and re- p^de pact, while the U.S. market 
search on the topic. The business W p U id be totally open to them. 


society is showing greater interest 
in making the Japan markets 
more “open”. As 'the European 


Finally. Japanese trade barriers 
are most often viewed as inherent 
in the sodety and political agree- 


The need to look beyond today’s Iraq 


more open . ™ ln me society ami puiiuuai agiw 

Community (EC) settles more of ment has little power to remove' 
tiie undecided issues, especially 


By Caryle Murphy 

CAIRO — The U.S. missile 
strike at the Iraqi intelligence 
services, a visible symbol of Sad- 
dam Hussein’s power base, high- 
lights what many Iraqis and 
others regard as the ambivalent 
side of U.S. policy towards Iraq 
— a lack of clear goals for politic- 
al ebange there and the methods 
to attain it. 

Simply put, if and when Sad- 
dam Hussein moves from the 
newspapers to the history books, 
what then? 

In Washington and the Arab 
World, there is little discussion 
about what new political system is 
possible, or likely, in this sodaily 
traumatised and economically 
shattered country. During the 
-Gulf war, the United States 
appeared to have no dear goals 
beyond Kuwait's liberation. In 
the Clinton era, a similar fuzzi- 
ness surrounds U.S. intentions 
regarding a post-Saddam Iraq. 
This has left the impression with 
some Arabs that the United 
States is interested in nothing but 
the humiliation of Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Iraqis often wonder aloud ab- 
out long-range U.S. goals, usual- 
ly putting it this way: “How come 
the U.N. resolutions talk only 
about weapons, and not demo- 
cracy in Iraq?" 

One broad scenario for a post- 
Saddam era in an authoritarian 

f avemment led by a "Son of 
addam” who would bring Iraq 
back to international respectabil- 
ity, shun foreign adventures and 
permit just enough internal poli- 
tical change to show he is less 
ruthless and brutal than his pre- 
decessor. 

The second scenario is more 
hopeful, and difficult: a full 
reordering of Iraqi politics based 
on democratic principles and hu- 
man rights. This would be no- 
thing short of revolutionary. This 
democratic scenario is also the 
least likely unless there is greater 
discussion and planning for the 
post-Saddam era by both Iraqis 
and the country best equipped to 
make it happen: the United 
States. 

A truly democratic system 
would force Iraq to confront two 
immutable factors. It would, first, 
have to recognise Kurdish rights 
with full autonomy or, as the 
Kurds are demanding, a locally 
based federal system in a unitary 
Iraq. This would result in a grea- 
ter political role for Iraq's Shiite 
Muslims, who make up 55 to 60 
per cent of its population. And it 
would effectively end the 60-year 
monopoly on power by Iraq’s 
Sunni Muslim minority. 

As Graham Fuller, a Middle 
East specialist with the Rand 
Corp.. wrote in a recent study of 
post-Saddam Iraq. "Any process 
of democratisation in Iraq will 
thus be initially destabilising to 
the traditional political and social 
order until a new. more democra- 
tic equilibrium is reached. This 
process cannot be deterred ex- 
cept at the cost of continuing 
dictatorship and suppression of 
all .Iraqis.” 

Amohg^fteTruge obstacles 'to 
the emergence of the democratic 
alternative in Iraq is the woeful 
experience of the Iraqi people 
themselves. After almost 40 years 
of dictatorship that eliminated 
normal civil society and 
smothered political discourse, 
they are likely to need a lengthy 
period of public debate, interac- 
tion and political experimenta- 
tion in order, as one Iraqi uni- 


versity professor put it, to “come 
to terms with themselves.” 

This intra-Iraqi political debate has 
already begun among exiled Iraqi 
political activists. But their con- 
tinued disarray and squabbling 
point to what many occur on a 
larger scale if Iraqis at home ever 
get the chance for a real political 
debate on their future. 

Iraqis themselves are divided 
over whether Saddam Hnsaein's 
demise would plunge the country 
into interna] violence. But most 
agree that limiting tbe degree and 
duration of any such conflict 
would depend on two uncertain 
propositions: the willingness of 
regional powers like Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria and Turkey to re- 
frain from helping their proxies 
with arms and money; and the 
emergence of an Iraqi strongman 
who is high on law-and-order but 
keen on a transition to a truly 
democratic system. 

Iraq’s weight in the Arab 
World and its strategic location 
mean that a democratic scenario 
would have tremendous repercus- 
sions. It could be the spark that 
forces nearby authoritarian reg- 
imes to confront rising sectarian 
aspiration, demands for greater 
political participation and ques- 
tioning of borders. 

The lack of enthusiasm by 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey and 
Iran for such concepts as demo- 
cracy, federalism and human 
rights is another obstacle to a 
post-Saddam democratic alterna- 
tive. 

U.S. officials, though, seem 
disinclined to face such complex- 
ities. Instead, since the end of the 
Gulf war, they have repeated, 
mantra-like, what they hope to 
see after Saddam Hussein. 

“We support the establishment 
of a democratic central govern- 
ment of national unity," Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Edward 
Djexejian has said. “We want to 
see a government in Baghdad 
which respects the human rights 
of all its citizens, is at peace with 
its neighbours and accepts the 
U.N. resolutions. • 

The United States has also 
given highly visible endorsement 
to what is probably the best- 
organised exiled Iraqi political 
opposition group, the Iraqi 
National Congress, an umbrella 
that includes Kurds, Shiites and 
Sunnis. The INC’s platform of 
democratic federalist!^ is perhaps 
a good solution for Iraq’s ethni- 
cally diverse population, but the 
group still have organisational 
problems. And its leadership has 
untested, some say dubious, sup- 
port inside Iraq. 

It will, however, take much 
more than these meager Amer- 
ican initiatives for the goals out- 
lined by Mr. Djerejian to become 
realities. It will require sophisti- 
cated groundwork and sustained 
effort. Encouragement of demo- 
cracy in Iraq will also have to be 
done in a context of encouraging 
liberalisation throughout the re- 
gion. since Iraq's prospects are 
limited if it ja surrounded by a scat; 
of^nti-dehtocratic countries. ^ 

If the U.S. commitment to a 
truly democratic Iraq is sincere, 
Washington has to be thinking 
about husbanding its resources, 
diplomacy, prestige and contacts 
in the region for a role there that 
will not be easy or evanescent. 
Among the questions it will need 
to face: 

What role is the United States 
prepared to play in Iraq when 


Saddam Hussein is gone? How 
will the United States ensure that 
Iraq’s neighbours do not help to 
turn Iraq into a new Bosnia? How 
for will America go to reduce the 
financial burden of war repara- 
tions and reconstruction that a 
new government will face? 

Will it be prepared to pressure 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, both 
struggling with huge debt prob- 
lems, to accept shrunken oil 
quotas to make room for Iraq's 
petroleum in the global market? 
What will be the U.S. position on 
the Kurds’ demands for a federal- 
ised state, and how will this affect 
relations with Turkey? 

Is Washington ready to shed its 
unfounded fears that an exten- 
sion of- full political rights to the- 




Shiites, including the Islamic par- 
ties among them, will mean the 
expansion of Iranian influence 
over Iraq? Such fears underesti- 
mate what has been the c die. 
dynamic of Iraqi politics since 
Iraq's birth, a fervently held 
nationalism. 

In his new book on Iraq, 
“Cruelty and Silence.” the Iraqi 
writer Kanan Makiya writes: 
“Iraqis like to think of peace and 
security as a great white dove 
which will one day descend upon 
them. But will it? That is the 
fundamental question' of Iraqi 
politics today.” 

It is a question the United 
States also needs to ask — and 
help 1 answer" — The Washington 
Post. 


relating to foreign companies, 
and as the U.S.-Canada treaty From a political standpoint, 
takes effect, more attention and both nations are more in favour 
deeper examinations will be given of a Pacific area agreement. The. 
to the idea of a U.S.-Japan FTA seems more probable than just V£ 
or “Ameripan". U.S.-Japan FTA, espedally since 

_ . . . , , . , . the EC is vowing not to let 

It UMncnrable Ihat wthm th= rica ^ a ..? ra n !s hipnient 
n«t decade, with all the sredtes . for j - ^ politicians 
Mid political prcuies and I the F" Washing £, n have proposed a 

SS “Pacific Coalition” io included* 
gain, the U.S. and Japan will take r>~ na d a Mexico Janan 

Kg* Korea, Indonesia, Thailand ^nd 

SaSSK Australia. A U.S.-Japan FTA 
ment a “ u would cause some estrangement 

between Japan and the other 
U.S.-Japan Free Trade Agree- Parific nations, a position with 
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ment is possible, but not very which Japan would fed very un- 
probable nor practical from a comfortable. A U.S.-Pacific area 
business perspective. First, the agreement or as Senator BiU 
push to remain in Europe after Bradley termed it, a "Pacific 
1992 is the driving thought of the Coalition" would be more in-line 
majority of tbe American inter- with the two nations’ trade mis- 
national businessmen. In terms of son and desire to resolve world 
volume of trade, EC is consider- economic problems. 
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Taipei - The government of the Republic of China 
on Taiwan is intensifying its campaign for United Na- 
tions membership in the lead up to the U.N. General 
Assembly meeting scheduled to convene Sept-21.- 

Opposition groups have demanded that Taiwan 
declare independence in order to reclaim full member- 
ship in the international community.The Kuomintang 
government has countered with a campaign designed 
both to support the unification of China and engineer 
the ROC's return to the United Nations. 

The KMT has stressed all along that the Chinese 
Communists t with their permanent seat on the U.N. Se- 
curity Council would veto any application for U.N. 
membership from the Taiwan area,whether under the 
ROC title,or as an independent country At the same 
timejruling party leaders realised that Taiwan residents 
demand international recognition of their hardeamed 
achievements. 

In last September's U.N. General Assembly 
meeting, after intensive lobbying,nine friendly mem- 
bers spoke up for the ROC.lt is reported that 22 friends 
will support the ROC's bid at this year's session. 

Two officials spoke for the ROCs U.N. mem- 
bership bid this past week : Foreign Minister Fredrick 
Chien,and Government Information Office Director- 
General Jason C.Hu. 

Chien stated that results of his ministry's efforts 
will be in evidence at the upcoming session of the 
UJN.General Assembly.He made the statement on a 
news commentary show broadcast on domestic televi- 
sion July 4.The U.N.general debate where friendly na- 
tions are expected to voice their support for the ROC 
bid.will kick off Sept 29. 

On the TV show.Chien said his ministry has for- 
mulated a plan to lead the ROC back to the world or- 
ganisation,Pardcipation in the United Nations was slat- 
ed as his ministry's first priority, and aggressive 
lobbying got under way .starting May of this year,he 
added. 

■ frflUi »i .^aftieluctant to reveal the 

Contents of the plan.He said that keeping the plan se- 
cret would help forestall possible Chinese Commu- 
nist obstruction. 

He revealed , however , that his ministry is 
working to achieve several goals simultaneously ; 
membership in U.N. peripheral organisations, observer 
status to the United Nations and full U.N. membership. 




Chien showed unprecedented flexibility con- 
cerning the name under which the ROC would apply^ 
to join the United Nations % Instead of specifying a 
name, Chien said his ministry “ has no predetermined 
position” and will keep its options open . 

Chien said that were it not for the opposition of 
the Chinese Communists , most countries would be 
willing to support the ROC's return to the United Na- 
tions . He told the TV audience that the obstruction 
from Peking would make entering the United Nations 
a long fight . 

At the same time , he said lobbying helps , and 
asked the public to solicit the support of foreign 
friends . He called on Taiwan residents to let the world 
know that it is unfair and wrcyig to leave the 20.8 mil- 
lion peace-loving people under ROC governance un-l 
represented in the United Nations . 

Meanwhile, the GIO’s Hu elaborated upon the 

m Britain ’ where he traveled to promote 
the ROC’s U.N. bid . 

He told the British Broadcasting Corp. radio au- , 
drence July 7 that the ROC’s announcement of its in- i 

“ 10 “ r United Nations not only demon- 
strated confidence and strength . but also reminded the 
intematmnal community that the Chinese Communists 
do not represent the people in Taiwan . 

Hu said the issue of the representation of China 
was not solved in 1971 when the United NarioST 

have ^ C ? inese Commu nists take the seat 
formerly occupied by the ROC.The existence and 

yeas after the resolution is an obvious reminder of this 
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New policies affect capital of Islamic militancy 
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By Tom Porteous 

ASS I LIT, Egypt — General 
Mohammad Samih Al Saeed likes 
to tell visitors about the most 
challenging moment in his milit- 
ary career when in the midst of 
the October 1973 war with Israel 
he was suddenly promoted to be 
chief of reconnaissance of the 3rd 
j Army, then was pinned down by 
t Israeli forces in Suez. Twentv 
years later he is again facing the 
odds, as governor of Assiut. 
■ Egypt's most rebellious province, 
. dubbed the capital of Islamic 
. fundamentalism. 

A graduate of the prestigious 
. Nasr Academy, a former military 
attache in Turkey and a man who 
has worked for many years in 
Egypt's intelligence establish- 
ment, Gen. Al Saeed feels that he 
has what it rakes to handle the 
rebellion in Assiut. And judging 
from his performance since his 
appointment in April, he may be 
right. 

Gen. A I Saeed took over this 
spring after one of the province's 
most turbulent years since the 
uprising there by Islamic militants 
which broke out after the assas- 
sination of President Sadat in 
1981. For a year there have been 
almost weekly incidents of politi- 
cally motivated violence in this 
poverty stricken region of south- 
ern Egypt. 

At the centre of the trouble arc 
the militant Gama’aat AJ Isla- 
miyya, or Islamic Associations, 
and related groups which are 
struggling to overthrow the gov- 
ernment of President Hosni 
Mubarak and replace it with their 
version of a fundamentalist Isla- 
mic state. Few people seriously 
believe that these groups are cap- 
able of overthrowing the govern- 
ment. But, in the past year, the 
Gama’aat in southern Egypt have 


stepped up their operations, 
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targering members of the local 
Christian community, the secur- 
ity forces and foreign tourists. If 
not a major threat, the groups arc 
now a serious irritant to the reg- 
ime of President Mubarak. 

The authorities have re- 
sponded with tough security mea- 
sures. Among the methods re- 
ported to have been used by the 
police are torture, mass deten- 
tion, extrajudicial killings and 
collective punishment of the 
families of those suspected of 
terrorism and of whole villages or 
districts suspected of sympathis- 
ing with or harbouring militants. 
Critics of the government's iron- 
fist policy say it was more 


appropriate to an army of 
occupation than to a national 
police force. Certainly the policy 
of collective punishment was los- 
ing popular support for the gov- 
ernment in southern Egypt. 

Since April, however, when 
Gen. Al Saeed took up the gov- 
ernorship of Assiut there has 
been a marked change in the 
attitude of the police. Gone is the 
heavy security presence in the 
provincial capital and surround- 
ing villages. gone are the curfews 
which had disrupted normal life 
in the province. And the number 
of reported incidents of violence 
has dropped sharply. 

"I hope we are going to make 
the incidents of terrorism less and 
less frequent,” Gen. Al Saeed 
noted in an exclusive interview, 
“and as you will notice, we have 
made progress. Now terrorist acts 
are perpetrated by a few persons 
who are well known to the police. 
The police are searching for them 
with a new policy, a calm policy, 
not with punishments of whole 
villages or towns os in the past, or 
punishments of the members of 
the terrorists* families. The police 
are now searching for the terror- 
ists themselves, without involving 
the whole town as happened in 
Abu Tig and Day rout.” 

Abu Tig and Dayrout, urban 
centres near Assiut. were the 
scenes of some of the worst vio- 
. lencc in the months up to last 
April. In both places, but also in 
the rest of the province — as Gen. Al 
Saeed admits — the hardline 
methods of the police, by alienat- 
ing the general population and 
creating widespread sympathy for 
the extremists ended up hamper- 
ing the government's efforts to 
catch those responsible -for 
attacks on tourists and police. 

His priority, he says, is “to deal 
with the people" and to promote 
unity, meanwhile narrowing the 
credibility gap between the police 
and the people. Gen. Al Saeed, 
the first governor of Assiut in 
recent years to be drawn from the 
army rather than from the police, 
was appointed as pan of a shake- 
up of the top officials responsible 
for waging the battle against ex- 
tremists in Egypt. The former 
governor of Assiut, Police General 
Hassan Al AIR, was promoted to 
be minister of the interior, the 
third governor of Assiut to be 
promoted to Egypt’s top security 
job. Meanwhile the former direc- 
tor of security in Assiut, whose 
job it was to execute the hardline 
policy of last summer and winter. 
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A child waits Tor her father to vote in the lower house parliamentary 
election Sunday at a Tokyo polling station. The Liberal Democratic 
Party failed to win a simple majority in the 511-seat chamber (AFP 
photo) 

Japanese party loses majority 

(Continued (ton page « weather, many voters diose to 
v stay away from the polls. The 

Home Affairs Ministry said that 
61.26 per cent of the 94.9 million 
eligible voters turned out, about 
six percentage points lower than 
in the 1990 lower house election. 

On the island of Okushiri, 
■which was ravaged by an earth- 
quake last week, only about half 
tite eligible voters turned out. 


outright majority in the election, 
„ . but always managed to garner 
enough independent supporters. 
The Liberal Democrats lost their 
majority m the less powerful up- 
per house in 1989 following an 
influence-buying scandaL 
Perhaps discouraged by rainy 
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The German Protestant Institute for Archaeology in 
Amman offers a position for a secretary from Aug. 1 . 
Fluent German and English is required, both spoken 
and written. Substantial knowledge of Arabic and 
some experience with computer work would be 

appreciated. . . 

The weekly working-schedule is 30 hours with a 
2-day weekend on Friday and Saturday. 

Please apply by supplying C.V., references, photo 
etc. to the institute which will also give further 
information. 

Address: German Protestant Institute for 
Archaeology f telephone: 84 29 24, P.O.Box 183 



BAQl GUtGIS, pastor of the 
First Evangelical Church in 
Assiut, reports lessening of ten- 
sions between local people and 
security forces 

has been transferred, replaced by 
Police General Mahmoud Antar. 

Together the minister, Lhe 
governor and the director of 
security have been responsible 
for purting in place the new secur- 
ity policy. In a late night inter- 
view at his headquarters by the 
banks of the Nile, Gen. Antar 
explained the policy in these 
terms: 

"Here in Assiut, 1 have appro- 
ximately 45 people accused but 
who are on the run from the 
prosecutor and the courts. In 
addition there are about 25 peo- 
ple who are leaders of those 
groups. They are the ideologues 
who encourage and provoke cri- 
minal acts. Altogether we are 
after a total of 80 or 100 j>eople 
maximum. It is my job to make a 
sharp distinction between them 
and the 3 million inhabitants of 
Assiut. In fact this is the security 
policy that we have started in the 
last few weeks. Wc identify the 
wrongdoers and separate them 
from the rest of the population. 
As a result, police measures 
affecting the everyday activities 
of the people are now reduced, 
and the appearance of the police 
has become less aggressive. We 
concentrate on investigating and 
identifying the criminal elements 
and carching them. I have no- 
thing to do with the ordinary 
citizens." 

Generally the middle class, 
government employees, teachers 
and other professionals acknow- 
ledge that they have felt the effect 
of the new policy and that it had 
improved the relationship be- ,r 
tween the police and the general ' 
public. — - ' — 

“As a arizen of Assiut,” said 
Dr. Jamil Aboul Eila, vice presi- 
dent of the Assiut branch of Al 
Azhar University, "1 have not 
only felt the new policy but 1 have 
been reassured by the new style, 
and the fruit of this style has been 
reflected in the attitude of the 
people. Assiut has calmed down 
completely and normal life has 
returned. In Dayrout. which was 
a base for the extremist move- 
ment, life has returned to normal 
and the same is true of Abu Tig. 
The man in die street has seen the 
new style for himself and the 
confidence between the people 
and the police has been restored. 
After all, policemen are the sons 
and brothers of ordinary people. 
Now that everyone has become 
aware that the state wants to 
contain the crisis and to pursue 
the parh of stability, the picture 
has completely changed." 

Even members of the large 
Christian community in Assiut. 
who 1 have most to fear from the 
long-term aims of the extremist 
.militants and who initially wel- 
comed the hardline damp-down 
as a necessary protection, now 
say that it was counter-productive 
and they approve the new 
approach. 

“For sure 1 can testify that this 
new policy has been felt by every- 
body.” said Baqi Girgis, the pas- 


tor of the First Evangelical 
Church in Assiut. “It just hap- 
pens that last nighr I was at lhe 
police centre for some church 
business and 1 witnessed how the 
policemen there treated citizens 
— in a very polite way. This has 
had a great impact and the people 
are now very responsive and 
cooperative with the authorities. 
Nobody was happy with the de- 
terioration of the relationship be- 
tween the peqple and the police. 
As Egyptians we like peace and 
we are by nature against terror- 
ism and extremism and all those 
‘isms' which cause so much 
trouble.” 

Some younger Christians, 
however, are more pessimistic 
and openly express their desire to 
emigrate. Canada being a 
favourite destination. If the 
police take the pressure off the 
Islamic extremists, said one 
young Christian called Ayman, 
they will be free to return to their 
old ways of making trouble for 
the Christians, and the police will 
be tempted to turn a blind eye to 
avoid making waves. 

So far such fears have not been 
justified. But the often suspicious 
attitudes of the Christian and 
Muslim communities towards one 
another do lend weight to the 
view, often put forward, that it is 
the presence of a sizeable Christ- 
ian minority (at about 35 per cent 
of the population it is the largest 
of any province in Egypt) which 
in part explains why religious 
extremism has found such fertile 
ground in Assiut. 

“The Christians were in the 
past the rich of the region,” says 
Gen. Antar. “Many of the poorer 
Muslims used to work for them in 
one capacity or another. With the 
revolution and development, the 
children of some of those poorer 
Muslims went to school and got 
an education and developed 
psychological complexes. The 
discontent was expressed by these 
groups with religious names which 
sponsored attacks on our Christ- 
ian brothers; this contradicts the 
nature of the Egyptian people 
and contradicts the Islamic reli- 
gion.” 

Another reason put forward by 
local people to explain the un- 
usual level of violence in their 
province is the ancient tradition 
of vendetta, or blood feud. Even 
outside the context of political or 
sectarian violence, the honour of 
the family demands that a murder 
be revenged in kind. In southern 
*. Egypt, this principle has created a 
-culture of violence, which- has 
.inevitably exacerbated the poli- 
tical and sectarian troubles of 
recent years, with blood feuds 
developing between Muslim and 
Christian communities and be- 
tween police officers and mem- 
bers of the militant Islamic 
groups. Critics of the former 
police methods say that some of the 
excessive violence used by the 
police in apparent retribution for 
murders of officers can only be 
explained in terms of the tradi- 
tion of vendetta. 

“It is the problem of the kind 
of culture and traditions which 
exist in the countryside of the 
province of Assiut,” says 
Mohammad Ibrahim Mansour, a 
senior professor at the faculty of 
commerce at Assiut University, 
“The tradition of vendetta is still 
widespread and it adds a particu- 
lar edge to the political violence. 
In fact this is really one. of the 
secrets why the problem of ex- 
tremism is more acute here than 
elsewhere. Because the vendetta 
is part of people's value systems 
they see any confrontation be- 
tween the Gama'aat Al Islamiyya 
and the police or between the 
Gama'aat Al Islamiyya and other 
citizens as having the nature of a 
vendetta." 

The tradition of vendetra runs 
so deep that some blood feuds 
between families have been con- 
tinued for generations, literally 
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Mohammad Al Saeed 

for hundreds of years, even 
though the original source of the 
feud is long forgotten. It is also an 
important reason why the people 
of the region are so heavily armed 
and so adroit in the use of guns. 

The new governor. Gen. Al 
Saeed. admits chat the tradition 
of venderta has hampered the 
peacemaking efforts of the gov- 
ernment. and he is dearly an- 
xious to prevent the police from 
getting involved in blood feuds of 
the kind that can only increase 
the spiral of violence. In May. 
shortly after his appointment, 
some of the regional police com- 
manders in the province were 
transferred and replaced by new 
men. Gen. Al Saeed is also an- 
xious to impose stricter gun con- 
trol in his province. 

“The people in this pan of 
Egypt are used to having 
weapons," says Gen. Al Saeed. 
“Everyone has his own pistol or 
his own rifle. They are very keen 
on firearms. It is a problem but 
we are planning- to organise gun 
control. At present the extremists 
can buy arms almost anywhere. 
There is a free market for pistols, 
rifles and automatic guns. It is not 
difficult to get a weapon from a 
shop or from private citizens." 

There are also relatively recent 
political factors which have en- 
couraged the growth of Islamic 
extremism in Assiut, and Gen. Al 
Saeed freely acknowledges that 
some of the blame lies in the 
political manipulation of earlier 
governments. “It seems to me 
that this problem started here 
more than 15 years ago in the 
days of Mohammad Osman,” 
says Gen. Al Saeed. referring to a 
former governor, a local of Assiut 
who was appointed by former 
President Sadat. Sadat encour- 
aged the Gama'aat Al Islamiyya 
as a political counter-weight to 
weaken the radical student 
opposition, then dominated by 
the Communist and Nasserist 
movements. Mohammad Osman 
executed this policy in Assiut 
with particular vigor, giving a free 
reign to the Gama'aat Al Isla- 
miyya. 

“Maybe Osman thought he 
would build up the Islamic move- 
ment against the activities of the 
Communists,” says Gen. Al 
Saeed, “but he didn't control it 
very well.” This is something of 
an understatement. By 1981. the 
Islamic movement was not only 
strong, it was in firm opposition 
to President Sadat's foreign and 
economic policies. It was mili- 
tants within the movement who 
assassinated Sadat in October of 
that year. After the assassination, 
the Islamic movement launched 
an armed rebellion in Assiut, 
storming and briefly occupying 
the headquarters of the director 
of security. The uprising was 
firmly put down by the army. 

But underlying the phe- 
nomenon of political extremism 
in Assiut as well as the culture of 
violence manifested in the tradi- 
tion' of vendena. are. the pro- 


vince's economic problems: 
poverty, unemployment, a 
burgeoning population, underde- 
velopment. One of the main chal- 
lenges of the governor is to try to 
persuade the central government 
to allocate more resources to the 
region and to attract local and 
foreign private investors. "Of 
course the economic situation is 
one element which helps these 
extremist groups.” says Gen. Al 
Saeed. “They can recruit from 
the unemployed by offering 
money. But now the government 
is looking after southern Egypt 
better than before. They are put- 
ting more money into the region 
ana we hope that when the secur- 
ity situation has improved there 
will be more private investment 
coming to Assiut, from Egyptians 
and from abroad.” 

But economic development is 
likely to be an uphill struggle. 
Assiut, like the rest of the south- 
ern region, is not a top priority 
either for the public or for the 


private sector. In fact the region 
has traditionally been either 
ignored or exploited by the eco- 
nomic planners and businessmen 
in Cairo. The one sector which 
has seen investment and some 
transitory profits — tourism — 
has been badly affected by the 
present troubles. 

“In reality,” says Professor 
Mansour of the faculty of com- 
merce at Assiut University, “we 
have to look for the political, 
economic and social roots of this 
phenomenon in the nature of the 
society of Upper Egypt — a 
society where poverty and under- 
development is widespread. The 
standard of living is very low and 
the rate of unemployment very 
high, especially in the villages; it's 
there that the phenomenon of 
militancy is most widespread. 
Assiut province has few natural 
and agricultural resources and 
little industry. Land ownership is 
not well distributed and the 
peasants' share of the agricultural 


land is very small. In any case the 
amount of agricultural land in 
relation to the population is tiny 
because the province consists of a 
narrow strip of fertile land, the 
rest being desert. The only \%a\ 
out of the problem is expansion in 
the desert, east and west, and the 
creation of new industrial towns 
that could absorh the large num- 
ber of graduates from secondary* 
schools and universities.” 

Like Gen. Al Saeed. Professor 

Mansour does see some positive- 
signs in recent promises of econo- 
mic help from Cairo. But until 
such promises are realised, until a 
serious effort is made to improve 
the economic conditions of the 
vast majority and to create jobs 
for the thousands of young men 
and women who graduate” each 
year, the political slogans of the 
extreme fringe of the Islamic 
opposition will continue to win 
converts, and Assiut will remain a 
centre for the extremist move- 
ment — World News Link. 
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German 

deficit 

could 

rise if 

recovery 

falters 


BONN (R) — German Finance 
Minister Ttieo Waigel, who has 
been pointing to encouraging 
signs that the recession is ending, 
said Sunday that he would be 
forced to raise the budget deficit 
if the recovery faltered. 

Mr. Waigel told Deutschland- 
funk Radio that if it did not take 
bold as predicted, be would have 
to compensate for falling tax re- 
venue by borrowing more. 

“Then automatic stabilising 
factors must take hold. That 
meaps that we, like ail the coun- 
tries around us, would have to 
accept a certain rise in the de- 
ficit," he said. 

He called “realistic" new gov- 
ernment forecasts that the fall in 
west Germany's gross domestic 
product (GDP) this year could be 
held to 1.5 per cent, compared to 
earlier forecasts of two to 2.5 per 
cent. 

He ruled out the only alterna- 
tive to raising borrowing — new 
taxes — as even worse for the 
economy. “The introduction of 
additional taxes at the current 
time, particularly direct taxes, is 
not economically sound," he 
said. 

Bonn is forecasting a budget 
deficit of around 67 billion marts 
($39 billion) a year in 1993 and 
1994. That could be lowered to 38 
billion marks ($22 billion) by 
1997, provided GDP grows by 
one per cent next year. 

The deficit reduction will be 
brought about by cutting over 20 
billion marks ($12 billion) in 
federal spending and new tax 
increases in 1995. 

The government and some of 
Germany's leading economic 
think-tanks have said recently 
that the worst of the recession 
may be over, strengthening hopes 
for a modest recovery in 1994. 

This would put Germany back 
on track for joining a single Euro- 
pean currency later this decade. 


SEOUL (AFP) — A lingering 
industrial strike at major con- 
glomerate Hyundai has hit South 
Korea's economy, which is re- 
covering at a slower pace than 
expected despite a stimulus prog- 
ramme launched in March. 

The Central Bank of Korea 
(BOK) reported Friday that gross 
national product (GNP) grew in 
the second quarter at an annual- 
ised rate of 4.5 per cent, after 3.3 
per cent first quarter growth. 

The rate was much lower than 


Peanuts 


Population growth 
will mean less food 
to go round — book 




Tbeo Waigel 

as set out in the Maastricht treaty 
on political and economic and 
monetary union. 

Mr. Waigel said he would re- 
duce the deficit to three per cent 
of GDP as called for in the treaty. 
“That means we have a good 
chance... to reach the goals of 
Maastricht by 1995-96.” 

While defending the Bundes- 
bank’s independence, Mr. Wai- 
ger made it dear be would like to 
see further cuts in the central 
bank’s leading interest rates to 
fuel a recovery. 

As be has often done in the 
past to dispel international critic- 
ism of German interest rates. Mr. 
Waigel noted that long-term rates 
were already near historical lows. 

“f > cannot be said that we are 
a high interest rate country,” he 
said. “But still I would, of course, 
be happy if further cuts in leading 
interest rates were possible.'’ 
He added that such cuts would 
have to be earned through sound 
fiscal policies and falling infla- 
tion. “Anything else would lead 
to weakness of the mark and that 
is exactly what we do not want.” 
Mr. Waigel said the Bundes- 
bank must keep a dose eye on 
inflation and money supply, as 
well as government financial poli- 
cies. 

“If there is relaxation in these 
areas, then, I believe, the Bun- 
desbank will use the chance to 
lower interest rates further,” he 
said. 

Mr. Waigel also tried to take 
the wind out of the sails of 
currency speculators who have 
renewed attacks on the French 
franc and Danish crown. 

■ “The European monetary sys- 
tem is working and T can only say 
the fundamental data in Fiance as 
well as Germany are in order,” 
he said, “and we will continue 
our gpod cooperation.” 

Mr. Waigel added that the Span- 
ish .peseta and the' Portuguese 
escudo had performed well since 
their last realignment. 


WASHINGTON (R) — There 
will be less to eat in coming years 
as worldwide food production 
fails to keep pace with burgeon- 
ing population growth, according 
to a book by the Worldwatch 
Institute released Satur- 
day. The second edition of 
“Vital Signs: The Trends That 
Are Shaping Our Future," by the 
private environmental think- 
tank, maps out a bleak future, 
noting that farms, livestock ran- 
ches and oceanic fisheries are all 
unable to further boost their pro- 
duction of food. 

World per capita grain output, 
which climbed 40 per cent be- 
tween 1950 and 1984. has fallen 
eight per cent over the past eight 
years due to lack of growth in 
cropland areas, low water sup- 
plies and the decreasing effective- 
ness of fertiliser. 

Meat production, which rose 
78 per cent from 1950 to 1990 to 
bring per capita meat production 
32 loJ grammes from 18 kilogram- 
mes, fell one per cent between 
1990 and 1992. 

Oceanic fisheries have also 
reached their limits, with the 
annual catch peaking at 100 mil- 


lion tonnes in 1989, and per 
capita output falling seven per 
cent since then. 

At the same time, 91 million 
people are added to the world's 
population each yer, which 
means that their food needs can 
only be satisfied by reducing con- 
sumption among those already 
here, the book concludes. 

The new data underlines the 
need to slow growth in the 
world’s population, which is set 
to reach 10.7 billion by 2030 if 
current growth rates continue. 

Vital signs also included data 
showing that: 

— The number of refugees in 
the world climbed to an all-time 
high of 18 million in 1992. 

— The world's wind power 
generating capacity doubled to 
2,652 megawatts in the six years 
to 1992, and wind generators in 
California now produce enough 
energy to satisfy the residential 
needs of Washington and San 
Francisco. 

— After four decades of nearly 
uninterrupted growth, world use 
of coal is no longer growing and 
actually fell 1.4 per cent during 
1990 and 1991. 


China forcefully 
sells all state bonds 


PEKING (R) — China finally 
sold all of this year’s state bonds, 
but only after the issue’s em har- 
assing flop earlier this year forced 
Peking to roll back from reforms 
and order its workers to buy the 
paper. 

The front page of Sunday’s 
Communist Party newspaper 
People's Daily hailed the selling 
of 30 billion yuan ($5.2 billion) 
worth of bonds. 

“The masses positively sup- 
ported (the issue) and leapt to 
buy” the bonds, it said, ignoring 
completely that employers in the 
end bad to force their workers to 
purchase the paper. * 

Jhe disastrous flop of the issue 
earlier this year hit at the heart of 
one of China’s most important 
financial reforms: The 1991 deci- 
sion to end forced government 
sales of bonds and float the state 
paper through an underwriting 


syndicate. 

But with inflation rising rapid- 
ly, people flocked to more 
gfamerous and potentially far 
more lucrative investments in 
stocks and real estate, ignoring 
the fixed-interest bonds. 

Finally the state raised interest 
rates twice and forced workers to 
buy the bonds. 

In one Peking-based govern- 
ment organisation, for example, a 
worker who takes home 800 yuan 
($140) a month had to buy a 700 
yuan ($122) bond in July — and 
had no way to say no. 

Other workers, too, had to use 
almost all of this month’s 
paycbeck to bail the government 
out of its financial trouble. 

The forced sales did the trick 
— while by the end of May only 
r 28 ptir cent of the. issue. had been 
sold, by July 16 the entire target 
had been reached. 


Arab oil 
market 
to rise in 
Asia and 
Pacific 
— study 

MANAMA (R) — Arab oil sales 
to the Asia-Pacific region should 
grow but the market in the West 
is mostly stagnant, a study by the 
Bahrain-based Arab Banking 
Corporation said. 

"Robust economic growth and 
energy demand is shifting the 
Arab focus from the large but 
relatively stagnant markets of the 
West to the small but dynamic 
economies of the East,” said the 
study, published in ABC’s 
quarterly magazine. 

Two-way trade between the 
Arab World and the Asia-Pacific 
region in 1991 stood at $27 billion 

compared to $26 billion in 1990, it 
said. 

The 1991 figure accounted for 
11 per cent of the Arab region's 
world trade, the study said. 

It said total figures for 1992 
were not available, but a table of 
January to September 1992 fi- 
gures showed exports from Hong 
Kong to the Arab World went up 
by 12 per cent, from Indonesia up 
by eight per cent while imports 
from the Arab World to Singa- 
pore went up. by 12 per cent. 

The study said that Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) dominated the East 
Asian- Arab trade relationship. In 
1991 the two countries accounted 
for ■ 65 per cent of the Asian 
region's Arab exports and 80 per 
cent of its, imports. 

“The sizeable share of the East 
Asian Bloc in Arab World trade I 
is largely explained by the signifi- 
cant .proportion of total Gulf 
crude oil and product exports to 
East Asia,” it said. 

It said that Arab crude espe- 
cially from Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE was 
refined in Singapore then shipped 
to other regional markets, which 
has made Singapore the. Arab 
World's main export customer in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

It said some Asian, countries 
were also encouraging an Arab 
role' and investments in their oil 
industry. 


S. Korea makes slower- than -expected recovery 


the 5.0 per cent growth forecast 
by the official think-tank the 
Korea Development Institute 
(KDI). 

The government of President 

Kim Young-Sam had calculated 
that the economy would start 
recovering quickly in the second 
quarter. 

BOK officials attributed the. 
lower-than-expected GNP 
growth in the second quarter to 
the prolonged labour unrest at 
South Korea's top business group 


Hyundai, whose different com- 
panies make products ranging 
from automobiles and ships to 
machinery. 

Eight Hyundai affiliates have 
gone on strike, inducting Hyun- 
dai Heavy Industries and Hyun- 
dai Motors, South Korea's largest 
shipyard and automaker, have 
been on strike for almost two 

weeks. 

Production losses caused by die 
labour dispute at the famed con- 
glomerate is estimated to have 


cut G. c* growth rate 0.5 percen- 
tage points during the April -June 
period, BOK officials said. 

Mr. Kim deplored Friday that 
the production losses at Hyundai 
now amounted to 1.2 trillion won 
($1.5 billion) and threatened gov- 
ernment intervention to end the 
disputes unless management- 
labour negotiations were success- 
fully conduded this week. 

BOK officials feared that if the 
Hyundai labour dispute drags on 
into the third quarter of the year, 
current estimates of 5.7 per cent 


growth in GNP could not be 
achieved. 

“This means President Kim's 
drive for the five-year new eco- 
nomy plan is stumbling at the 
start,” a newspaper editorial said. 

The new economy plan 
announced early this month en- 
visaged an economy growing an 
* average of seven per cent a year. 
This would double per capita 
GNP to $14,000 in five years and 
thus bring South Korea to the 
threshold of industrially adv- 


Gulf investment income 
sharply down after war 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A steep 
decline in Kuwait’s overseas 
assets after the Iraqi invasion has 
sharply reduced income from in- 
vestment in Gulf Arab states, 
according to the Arab Monetaiy 
Fund (AMF). 

Revenues from investment in 
the six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and three other 
Arab oil producers — Iraq, Libya 
and Algeria — plunged to 5.7 per 
cent of their total revenues of 
$85.1 billion in 1S9V, the Abu 
Dhabi-based fund said in a re- 
port. 

Oil provided 67.3 per cent of 
the revenues while taxes 
accounted for 18.8 per cent and 
other earnings for 8.2 per cent, 
the report said. 

Before Kuwait was forced to 
sell more than half its overseas 
assets of around $100 billion in- 


come from investment in the nine 
nations stood at 14.6 per cent and 
was as high as 19.3 per cent m 
1986. 

Bankers attributed the high 
level in 1986 to a large drop in oil 
revenues — to $45 billion after 
crude prices dipped to below $10 
because of a production war with- 
in the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. 

The AMF report said oil earn- 
ings accounted for S3 per cent .of 
the total revenues of the 10 coun- 
tries in 1986, for 62 per centin 
1989 and 68.4 per cent in 1990, 
when a sharp rise in oil prices 
during the Gulf war pushed up 
income to more than $100 billion. 

Before the Iraqi invasion . in 
August 1990, Kuwait's invest- 
ments abroad, mostly in the West 
yielded as much, as its .oil re- 
venues Of more than $10 billion a 


year. Iraq also had billions of 
dollars in overseas assets, but 
were frozen by most countries 
after the invasion. 

In contrast, oil was the lowest 
contributor to revenues in the 
remaining nine Arab League na- 
tions as most of them do not have i 
oil. It provided 5.8 per cent of the 
total income of $32 billion in 
1991, the AMF said. 

Tax earnings were as high as 
68.6 per cent, while foreign aid 
stood at 4.2 per cent and other 
revenues at 21.4 per cent. _ _ _ 

Iraq, Libya, Algeria and GCC 
states — Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
produce more than 15 million 
barrels per day of oil. In the other 
group, only Egypt, Syria and 
Yemen produce crude in com- 
mercial quantities. 


Foreign investment in India rises 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Foreign 
investment in India is up signifi- 
cantly in the first half of 1993, 
according to official figures. 

“The first five months this year 
investment worth 3.20 billion 
rupees ($1.1 billion) was 
approved by the government as 
against 38.90 billion rupees 
($1.29 billion) in 1992 and 5.3 
billion ($176 million) die previous 
year,” an official release said. 

More than 90 per cent of the 
investment was in high-priority 
areas such as power, oil, food 
processing, chemicals, electrical 
and electronics equipment, tele- 
communications, transportation, 
industrial and hotels, it added. 

The United States is the biggest 
investor in India, with projects 
worth 19.42 billion rupees ($647 
million) in tfie pipeline for the 
first half of this year. U.S. invest- 
ment in the country last year Whs 
worth 12.13 billion rupees ($410 
million), according to die release. 

Investments from Australia, 
Britain, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Malaysia, die Netherlands, Sing- 
apore, Sooth Korea, Sweden and 
Switzerland have also shown a 
significant increase, the* release 
added. 

India has been opening its 
doors to foreign investors since 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao took power in June 1991 and 
launched a series of economic 
reforms. „ 

India’s central bank said it bad 
approved 386 foreign investment 
proposals worth $366.95 million 
dollars since September 1991 


anced countries. 

The slower recovery demons- 
trated in the second quarter was 
also due largely to sluggish invest- 
ment in facilities and equipment, 
officials pointed out, although the 
Kim government had urged in- 
dustrialists and entrepreneurs to 
invest heavily to revive the sag- 
ging economy. 

BOK officials report that facil- 
ity investment rate shrank 4.6 per 
cent during the second half after a 
dismal 10.1 per cent fall during 
the first quarter of the year. 


THE BETTER HALE 


TELL ME, AS A WORLD 
FAMOUS 5UR6E0N, ARE MOST 
OF YOUR PATIENTS ANIMALS 
OR HUMAN BEINGS ? 





I USED TO OPERATE 
ON R5H, BUT FISH 
9 NEVER HAVE ANY MONEY 




By Glasbergen 
Gi/SBERSEW 1 



Andy Capp 


ALL SET FOR THE 1 
, WEDOING>SUZJE? J 


I hope ea flo. I] 
BONTTHINK -*5 
EVE paftSOTTB*! ] 
i ANYTHING——' 


I WANT TO MAKE 
- ITAOA'TO -< 
REMEMBER— HAVE 
YW/ GOT LOTS OP 
MBWOraeSOFVOUR 
^WEPBlNGC>flyr» r 

intts.MINB'VOUr'S 
ITGOTOPFTOA 
BACsSCART-ral h 



‘Activists are picketing the drugstore 
because mouthwash kills millions 
of innocent germs!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a, by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these iour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


MUTT, I SH/'.L N/OH* 
ASPIRETo Bi<3<5ER I LIKE 
THINGS IN ORDER J WHAT, 
TO BENEFIT -/vSvL/ 
HUMANITY/ W 


r LIKE 
MAKE 
MYSELF 
A 

MILLION 

DOLLARS 


you're 

NUTTY/ 


XM 601 NS TO 
INVENT A 
NEW KIND OF 
PEPPERMINT j 
CANDy/Jy 


OH, 

WHAT 

isrr? 


THE U.S. MINT/ 
THERE'S LOTS . 
. OF MONEY 
l IN THAT/ J C 


O l«» PCflRE a DE KMM&rf 

□Off. EDflOBS PHESS staves. NC kT_7v''‘ 


NADDY 


YOSIN 


SAURES 


REBURB 


Answer here: the 




I 


WHAT SHE FELT 
HER SOYFRIEMF 
WKS GIVING- HER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gostod by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 


under the government’s new in- 
dustrial policy. 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) said in a statement that the 
largest number of proposals came 
from the United States (75), fol- 
lowed by Germany (64) and Bri- 
tain (48). 

Li.S. investors also lead in in- 
vestment with 118 million dollars, 
followed by Japan ($57 million) 
and Switzerland ($37 million). 

India’s industrial policy, 
announced in July 1991, provides 
for automatic clearance of direct 
investment proposals with 51 per 
cent foreign equity within 15 
days, doing away with red tape. 

Meanwhile, India’s govern- 
ment has finally found a widely- 
acceptable solution to the sensi- 
tive issue of shutting down ailing 
industrial units. Labour Minister 
Pumo Sangma has said. 

Mr. Sangma said the govern- 


ment was putting final touches to 
a bill which would leave negptia- 
tions over closures to employers 
and workers themselves, with the 
possibility of independent 
arbitration. 

“The new thing here is that the 
government will not be a party to 
disputes between workers ami 
employers. Earlier the govern- ; 
ment played a pivotal role in all • 
such disputes,” Mr. Sangma told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“The government role now is 
to provide infrastructure for do- . 
velopment and lay down policy ' 
guidelines, and not be bogged 
down in disputes between labour 
and management.” 

“We have hit upon a formula . 
neither unions or employers can 
reject, which at the same time - 
causes least political damage to _ 
the government,” Mr. Sangma 
said. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JULY 19, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
New Mooq in Leo offers you the 
opportunity to follow your intui- 
tion concerning what work must be 
done in order to achieve the suc- 
cess you are seeking. Certain 
labours are expected of you in 
business andjpexsonal life. • ■ - 

ARIES:. (Muttf- 21 to April 19) 
You find worldly interests can be ' 
quickly attended to early in the day 
but later you want to get into more 
personal outlets which do not work 
well. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
new approach at your most power- 
ful ambitions can be made to work 
well in *e daytime but avoid trying 
to make them work in public later 
in the day. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can get into those practical in- 
terests and solve them sensibly in 
the daytime while tonight you want 
to get off to some new interests but 
the timing is oot yet right. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about what you can 
do to show a partner you are loyal 
and to be trusted while tonight 
don't try to match someone else 
generosity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the various and sundry acti- 
vities at which you can show your 
operative skill after which don’t try 
to get a partner to do your bidding. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) If you have some entertain- 
ment that you have missed, make 


arrangements now to enjoy it after 
which confine yourself to tasks that 
must be done. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your morning to get 
everything in apple pie order at 
your own residence and later don't 
be upset if you can’t get special 
Y^irimde to work. • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber iSl) Your thoughts are dear 
- and can be well expressed in com- 
panions in the morning but later 
conditions at home can be a trial 
for your patience. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is your morn- 
ing to get into ways to do what will 
increase your income and property a 
while later you can't get data you * 
desire from sources. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. to 
January 20) Take some time out 
now to find out how to bring your 
fondest aims right into your orb of 
expression and later use economy 
in expenditures. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19j Consider what your very 
down to earth ambitions are and 
avoid wishful thinking but later 
you can find ways to improve and 
revitalise your health. 

WSCES: (February 20 to March 

wilh 3 Purposeful 
mend who has your interests at 
S, ho * to get ahead more 
quickly and then get into annoying 
practical part you must do. 


THE Daily Crossword b,». Wra Bamei 
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Yesterday’s | Jurnbte 3 ; VAGUE ROACH EMBRYO ARCADE 

I Answer me ihmq that every woman nopm doesn't 

snow— H er age 


ACROSS 
I Legend ot 
heroic exploits 
5 Hebrew letter 
10 At a distance 

14 Asian land 

15 Scoundrel 

16 On a — (doing 
•/veil) 

17 Light tune 

18 Hoisting 00 vice 

19 Work units 
SO Cafvin/Kevm 

23 ■■ — to the West 
Wind - ' 

24 Parrot 

27 Early actor. 
Bnan 

31 Applaud 

34 Exist 

35 dose-fitting r.at 

36 Wora of woe 

37 — Minor 

38 Sam/Walter 

41 Colorful tish 

42 Solan volcano 
■*3 "One of — 

Days 

44 Males 

45 How at Day 

46 Like stadium 
seats 

47 Author Jong 

49 Twnchmg 

50 John /Let 

58 Cause severe 
injury 

60 Ligrn tjoat 

61 Woodwind 

62 One ol the 
Aleutians 

63 John Jacob — » 

64 Fruit 

65 Turkish rulers 

66 Retail stores 

67 Abound 

DOWN 

1 Fabric 

2 Seed 
appendage 

3 Strong wind 

4 One opposed 

5 Rooted-in 
gallery 

6 Greene.- o! 
'Bonanza 


IHm 35535 owia 

hub itmmmm 5 SSS 

■■■ au55 m 

am 

H933HB aaaa 

Jim jiiij 


■BBS 4iin and 


■*" “mb j-rvtas 

v n«VHS Aevavjyj 


7 Gee whiz* 

8 — rock 

9 Cad 

10 Field o f actcvity 

1 1 Weatherman 
13 Math suD|. 

13 Literary 

monogram 

21 Group of 
smgera 

22 Mischievous 
spirit 

25 Melodic 

26 WMhdrawn trom 
graoually 

27 tn 

28 Barrel maker 
2S Composure 

under pressure 

30 Hurry 

3 1 Oupftcate 

32 Zhiv?™-'« love 

33 Hard wooc 
36 Poker term 

Tennis great 
39 " — the 

1 amoarts Wfl..," 


x. 

Yesterday’s Puzzle Soh 


nano nonon 
upjno onnnci 

rin@PLH5 Ra nnnmn 
gnHannnnnnHn 

snnoH naunnpjn 
Sonnngnra onnaot 
jnmnan amoHonDR 
ranognnD mosaG 

nrmKS HSS 0 

iHHBan GE1EH3 orinn 


40 New York city 
*5 — Mahal 
Track officiate 
*6 Fr. playwright 
*9 Scout unit 

51 Edible tubers 

52 Foolhardy 

53 Upon 


I 
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COtPAHY’Si BA.tr 


MM Bltf.t 

JORDMJ NAtlOHAL BUU9K 
CAXPO WW BitfIK 
BARR OP JOPSAM 

MIDDLE EAST IHVtSTHEFT BAUK. 

I INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP*®!! BADE 
THE HOUSIM BAW 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
ARAB JORDAN laVKTHrC BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
SU5JHL55 BANK 

JORDAN 1HVE57KLH7 £ FINANCE BANK 
AMMAN BANE POA iNVESIKEHT 
ARAB BANhSHC CORMIlAr: on f JORDAN 
PHILADELPHIA IHUKSTMENT BANK. 

JORDAN nWJHAMCE 
JiRABUiN DBAS INTJAANCE 
JERUSALEM INSUFUUKTE 
JORDAN rftHHCH HINDRANCE 
IMUSOUK INSURANCE £ f>£ INSURANCE 
ARAB LIKE A ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
JORDAN CULT INSURANCE 
A PAD UNION l NTERNA! I ORAL INSURANCE 

Jordanian elsctric power 

JORDAN HOTEL <- TOURL5K 

TPBJD DISTRICT EL EC TR I C I TY 

ARAD IHTERHATIOKAL HOTELS 

JORDAN TOURISM £ CPA COMPLEX 

: NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN uULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

petra orrarnrsEs £ equipmehts leal me 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

MACUIKART EQUIP. ROUTING £ HASirTENANCE 

UNITES MIDDLE EAST £ OOKMOCORE HOTELS 

ARAD INTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ CETCATICN 

JORDAN TOBACCO £ CIGARETTES 

ATTAIIQCEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REPINAS 2 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

■RE IIUWSTRIAL COMMERCIAL £ AGR I CULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WOkSTID HILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MAKUTACTURTNC 
JORDAN CCRAHIC INDUS TAILS 
JQSDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFATTLRING 

JORDAN PAPER £ CAR !■ BOARD FACTORIES 

ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING £ WEAVING 

RAP I A lUj’JSTRICS 

JORDAN GLASS ISIUSTRIES 

DAP AL DANA JELTLOPKEHT £ INVESTMENT 

AAAB INVESTMENT £ INEPAATIOMAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDCSTRT 

CENTRAL INVESTMENT 

ARAB PAPER CONVERT; sc £ TaAOISC 

JORDAN MEDICAL CCKPORATiai 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

ISTERKEDIATE FE7R0- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN POCTMOOL. INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/ JIKCC, 

JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
JORDAN MOOD INDUSTRIES t GUI CO 
NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUfACTURIKC 
-ARAB CENTER FOR PHAPM. £ CHEMICALS 
JOAJAN KUWAIT CO. FOR ACPI. £ rOOD PPDD. 
fcAUnOK INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


TRADED !"»E7. OPEN! laG CLOSING 

VOLUME closik; price price 

JE PRICE 


1U.IX 

UV.U3 

IBI.C.TC 

J8C. 5«> 


C..77S 

6 IbO 

6.963 


44. CCS 

44.0C& 

44.000 



1.3*3 

i.ifi 

&3.50? 

2.160 

2.233 

2.143 


4.9e; 

r >i r 

4.980 

4S.4M 

t.ti-jC 

6.133 

6.030 

-IC.SJO 

3 -SIC 


2.460 


4.450 

4. 

4.IJJ 

tc r :. ■»03 

1.442 

'.440 

'.ISO 



■ .022 

4.960 

:.i« 


t. :sa 

6.730 



2.I9J 

*. *05 

1,163 

4. 753 

4.600 

4.600 

IbT. 07! 

3.263 

a. iso 

j.sie 

12,226 

4.316 

«. J5C 

0 .406 

:s.25a 

3.292 

3.010 

3.151/ 

91. 41.7 

4. is: 

4.22C 

4.3« 

21 .532 

3.96C 

J.9t£ 

3.440 

19.421 

3. 723 

1.7=3 

3.7=3 

408 

3.33C 

3.?as 

3.700 

3.365 

J.1C3 

3.4IO 

3.650 

HC 

2- 7 5C 

2.7*0 

2.’50 

45,(63 

2. 7tC 

I.77D 

2 m 720 

397 

6.3IC 

7. 930 

7.430 

4,372 

i .43C 

1.400 

1.390 

S£.S2£ 

5. ICO 

i.IIC 

5.6M 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(July 12 - July 16, 1993) 

AMMAN — The U.S. dollar ended slighly lower last week, 
dosing 0.41 per cent lower against the mark and sterling, and 
2.17 per cent lower against the yen. 

Hie dollar had risen sharply Monday, against die backdrop of 
continued turmoil in the ERM„ and speculation over a possible 
devaluation of the French franc against other European 
currencies. As observers maintained that a further- drop in 
Deutschemadc interest rates, engineered by tile Bundesbank, is 
the only way to avoid further pressure on the franc, demand for 
dollars pushed the U.S. currency to dose at 1.7298 marks, 
1.4770 dollars to the pound sterling, and 10935 yen. 

The dollar retreated Tuesday, due to lack of concensus over 
the terms of the U.S.-Japan bilateral trade framework, reached 
after the recent G-7 summit, and aimed at reducing the 
Japanese trade surplus with the U.S. over the long-term. 
Incompatible statements made by representatives of the two 
countries fuelled expectations that the market had been too 
% optimistic in its previous assessment of the applicability of the 
framework. The dollar also suffered as a result of the release of 
U.S. Producer Price data for June, revealing a 0.3 per cent 
decline, thereby dampening expectations of a Fed tightening 
move in the short-term. The dollar thus ended at 1.7185 marks, 
1.4978 dollars to the pound sterling, and 107.95 yen. 

The dollar hovered around its Tuesday closing levels for the 
remainder of the week, as it was effected by conflicting signals. 
Consumer price data, released Wednesday, revealed a small rise 
of 0.1 per cent in June, thereby providing further assurance that 
inflation in the U.S. remains under control, with no need for a 
Fed tightening move. Retail price data, released the same day, 
provided further support to that view, as it revealed a 
disappointing rise of only 0.4 per cent. The effect of the negative 
U.S. data was counter-balanced by an easing move by the 
Bundesbank, however. The German central bank was reported 
to have reduced its Repo rate by 0.2 per cent to 7.28 per cent 
Wednesday. 

Release of U.S. trade figures, provided a temporary boost to 
the dollar in early New York trading Friday. The U.S. trade 
deficit was reported to have shrunk by over $2.0 billion to $837 
billion in May. The release of more somber economic dated 
later that day, caused the dollar to retreat, however. Industrial 
production was reported to have declined by 0.2 per cent in 
June, while the Michigan Consumer Confidence Index retreated 
to 76.9 per cent in June, from 813 per cent in May. 

On the other hand, and wb3e French franc exchange rates 
stabilised towards the end of the week, the Danish kroner came 
under heavy selling pressure, prompting Danish authorities to 
raise official interest rates by two per cent, while several 
European central banks interviewed in the market to support 
the kroner. The continued ERM turmoil added further credence 
to calls for another Bundesbank easing move, while dealers 
looked forward to receiving the results of the Japanese elections 
-held on Sunday July 19, 1993. 

Euro-Currency Interest Rains 9 



9/7/1993 

16/7/1993 

Currency- 

I.Montfaf'hl 

B 

l-Moaifc i%> 

!■¥« l%> 

U.S. Dollar 

3.00 

3.56 

3.00 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 


5.72 

5.93 

5.75 

Deutsche Mm* 

7.35 

6.43 

7.18 

6.31 

Swiss Franc 

4.56 

4.37 

4.90 

4.3* 

French Franc 

8.37 

6.3* 

8.00 

6.35 

Japanese Yen 

3. IS 

3.18 

3.1* 

3.12 
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U.S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Belgian Franc 


* Pfcr too 



Gulf Arab official 
slams Japan on 
economic cooperation 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A senior 
Gulf Arab official has launched a 
rare attack on Japan, accusing it 
of not investing enough and lack- 
ing interest in attracting funds 
from the region. 

Abdullah A1 Quwaiz, Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
assistant secretary general for 
economic affairs, blamed Japan 
for the failure of talks in Tokyo 
last month on economic and in- 
vestment cooperation with the 
GCC. 

“Unfortunately, the GCC 
states did not see anything new 
from the Japanese side at that 
meeting,” said Mr. Quwaiz, 

a uoted by the official Qatari 
fews Agency. “We urge Japan to 
set up more joint projects in the 
region, as it is our main economic 
and commercial partner.” 

The GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — have been 
negotiating with industrial na- 
tions to acquire technology 
through joint ventures as part of 
efforts to diversify their oil- 
dependent economies. 

But several meetings with the 
United States and the European 
Community (EC) have failed to 
produce concrete results, and the 
GCC has accused them of lacking 
interest and regarding the region 
solely as a market for their pro- 
ducts. 

The talks with Japan and a 
similar meeting with China in 
Peking late last year followed a 
row with the West over proposed 
energy taxes, which GCC states 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 
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and other oil producers complain 
will hit demand and depress their 
earnings. 

Hundreds of businessmen and 
industrialists from Japan and the 
GCC are due to discuss joint 
projects when they meer in Man- 
ama in December. 

“We want Japan to get closer 
to tiie GCC countries to serve our 
mutual interests,” Mr. Quwaiz 
said. “We hope it will encourage 
its companies to set up joint 
ventures as Japanese investments 
in the Gulf are low. After four 
decades of cooperation, Japanese 
investments in the GCC have not 
exceeded $2.5 billion while GCC 
investments in Japan do not ex- 
ceed S1.5 million.” 

Japan is the biggest single eco- 
nomic partner of the GCC, with 
their two-way trade peaking at 
$35 billion in 1992. 

But its investments of $3.5 bil- 
lion, Including Japanese assets in 
Iran, are low compared with U.S. 
and EC investments of more than 
$10 billion each. 

Gulf officials said last month 
that Japan was planning to invest 
more in the region, notably after 
it opened its first Gulf investment 
office in Saudi Arabia. 

But Mr. Quwaiz, a Saudi, went 
on to accuse Japan of seeking to 
cut imports from the six Gulf 
Arab states. • 

Japan’s imports grew by only 
1.24 per cent and 0.8 per Gem in 
1991 and 1992, he said, while 
GCC imports from Tokyo soared 
by 24.2 per cent and 43.9 per cent 
in the same period. 

"The slow growth in GCC ex- 
ports to Japan is due to lower oil 
supplies and a decline in crude 
prices,” he said. 


Italian Restaurant 

Live Music 

open fc*r 

lunch & dinner 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy 
Club Circle - Jordan Super- 
market Budding , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 


TEL: 66 40 90 
FAX: 69 08 52 
POST: 92 64 87 
Amman-Jordan 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891--- 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireei. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come arid taste our 
specialities 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 ■ Midnight . 


The Hi st Oriental Food in Town 


RESTAURANT 


- Chinese, Thai, Phllllplno, tndontsian,Malasoln 
& Japanese specialities 

- Live Band "6” nights a week I 

- World wide programs VIA satellite | 

-Takeaways & delivery Available ■ 






I'SlrOi? 1 - .'rd Ci.'CiO. J.lbiil Arv, 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday 5PJM Midnight 


. 653482 


Opposite French Loll 
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Bahrain 

budget 

deficit 

figure 

reduced 

MANAMA (R) — The govern- 
ment of Bahrain reported Sunday 
a 1992 bqdget deficit figure that 
was substantially lower than an 
estimate made at the end of 1992. 

The Bahrain Monetary Agency 
(BMA) said the budget deficit 
rose to 71. 8 million dinars ($1903 
million) last year from 22.5 mil- 
lion ($59.6 million) in 1991. 

Bahrain finance minister Ibra- 
him Abdul Karim had estimated 
at a news conference on Dec. 30 
that the 1992 deficit would hit 
1313 million dinars ($347.7 mil- 
lion) on revenue of 498 million 
($1.32 billion) and spending of 
629 million ($1.67 billion). 

A BMA news release giving 
the highlights of its annual report", 
which is not yet publicly avail- 
able, said government revenues 
had held sready at 511. S million 
dinars ($1.36 million) while 
spending rose to 583.6 million 
from ($1.55 billion) from 5433 
million ($1.44 billion) in 1991. 

The majority of Bahrain's in- 
come comes from oil. but it is 
nowhere near as rich as its Gulf 
neighbours. 

Mr. Abdul Karim bad also 
predicted a reduced 1993 deficit 
of 63 million dinars ($167 mil- 
lion), largely the result of a rise in 
Bahrain’s share of output at an 
oilfield lying between Saudi Ara- 
bia and Bahrain, to 100,000 from 
about 70.000 barrels a day. 


CBJ: Jordan’s GNP in 
’92 reached JD 3,158.6 m 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s gross 
national product (GNP) was esti- 
mated to have grown to 
JD 3,158.6 million during the 
year 1992, Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) figures show. 

The statistic bulletin of the 
CBJ, based on figures provided 
by the Department of Statistics, 
said industries, including the ser- 
vices sector, contributed 
JD 2,253.8 million to the GNP, 
followed by producers of govern- 
ment services with JD 555 mil- 
lion, producers of private non- 
profit services with JD 27.6 mil- 
lion and domestic services of 
households with JD 7.4 million. 

After reducing imputed bank 
service charges of JD 61.4 mil- 
lion, the GNP at factor cost was 
JD 2,782.4 million compared 
with JD 2,473.8 million in 1991. 
With the addition of indirect 
taxes of JD 474.6 million 
(JD 359.2 million in 1991), the 
figure rose to JD 3357 million 
(JD 2,779.4 million in 3991), but 
with a minus JD 98.4 million 
(JD 2203 million) in net factor 
income from abroad, the GNP at 
market prices was estimated at 
JD 3,158.6 million compared 
with JD 2,559.1 million in 1991. 

The bulletin gave a split-up of 
the input of industries into the 
GNP as: 

— Agriculture, hunting, fore- | 
stry and fishing - JD 204 million 
(JD 174.3 million in 1991) 

— Mining and quarrying - 
JD 116.1 million (JD124.9 mil- 
lion). 

— Economists attributed the 
decline to the plunge in interna- 
tional prices of phosphates in 
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4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details,! 
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Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
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Authentic 
'i Chinese dishes, 
from all greai re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by oar : 
Chinese chefs . 
Open baity tor 
lunch & dinner 
Take any services , 
Jabal A) Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
„ & Industrial Rd. 
lit Tel. 693004 
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We try harder. 


699-420 
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Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open K-AIJ-JIU A t.vn-H:30 duly 


Take away is available 

Wat* Saqra noaa 
near Ptiiiaoeipfca Hater 

|TeL 661522, Am man] 


•mc lasted / 
Always Lewd 




The Inn Place to be.. 



1992. 

— Electricity and water - 
JD 70.9 million (JD 62 million) 
— Construction - JD 152.4 mil- 
lion (JD 125.7 million) 

— Wholesale and retail trade, 
restaurants and hotels - JD 269.9 
million (JD 254.7 million) 

— Transport, storage and com- 
munication - JD 428 million 
(JD 365 million) 

— Finance, insurance, real 
estate and business services - 
JD 518.7 million (JD 456.1 mil- 
lion); and 

— Community, social and per- 
sonal services - JD 67.8 million 
(JD 66.2 million). 

The gross domestic product 
(GDP) at producers’ prices was 
estimated to have risen to 
JD 2,159 million in 1992. 

The contributing elements 
were: Industries, including the 
services sector, with JD 1,448 
million (JD 1.316.4 million in 
1991), followed by producers of 
government services with 
JD 414.6 million (JD 390 million 
in 1991), producers of private 
non-profit services to households 
with JD 183 million (JD 16.8 
million in 1991) and domestic 
services to households with 
JD 4.2 million (JD 3.1 million in 
1991). The total contribution was 
JD 1,885.1 million and after re- 


ducing imputed banking services 
of JD 40.7 million (JD 37.7 mil- 
lion in 1991). the GDP at factor 
cost stood at JD 1,884.4 million 
(JD 1,688.8 million in 1991). 

With the addition of indirect 
taxes less subsidies of JD 314.6 
million (JD 250.7 million in 
1991), the GDP at producers’ 
prices was estimated at JD 2,159 
million for the year compared 
with JD 1,939.5 million in 1991. 

A further split-up showed the 
contributors as: 

— Agriculture, hunting, fore- 
stry and fishing - JD 142.7 million 
(JD 129-7 million in 1991) 

— Mining and quarrying - 
JD 53.8 million (JD 54.1 million) 
— Electricity and water - 
JD 61.7 million (JD 56.2 million) 
— Construction - JD 164 mil- 
lion (JD 141.5 million) 

— Wholesale and retail trade, 
restaurants and hotels - JD 71.7 
million (JD 70.2 million) 

— Transport, storage and com- 
munication - JD 280.11 million 
(JD 247.8 million) 

— Finance, insurance, real 
estate and business services - 
JD 3863 million (JD 358.5 mil- 
lion); and 

— Community, social and per- 
sonal services - JD 38.2 million 
(JD 40.1 million). 


CORRECTION 

IN A REPORT headlined: “Manufactured Goods Top Jordan’s 
Imports” in Sunday's issue, the Jordan Tunes inadvertently said 
manufactured products constituted 39 per cent of the Kingdom’s 
imports during 1992. The figure should have read 24 per cent. 
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Hisham International Tours 


“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN ” 

Book now & Join Specialists in 

our classy summer trips Tailor-made 

(8) days (7) nights Outgoing Tours 

* Istanbul $800 H/8 & tours & Hotel reservations at 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/8 & tours 
£ Antalya $ 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 BIB 

.☆ All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


International & 
Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 



Our first class services & moderate prices 
make sense for leisure & business travellers 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1 st Circle, Jabal Amman, neat 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tak» iwa ly fee lviHibk 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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World News 


i etbegovic rules out joining 
Geneva talks without ceasefire 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Bosnian 

* President AUja Izetbegovic Snn- 
. day ruled out attending renewed 

• peace talks with international 
. mediators in Geneva unless rebel 
Serbs stop offensives against 
Muslims. 

Mr. Izetbegovic, speaking after 
meeting Russian peace envoy 
Vitaly Churkin, appeared to re- 
solve confusion over whether the* 
collective presidency be beads 
would join the talks before or 
only after key conditions were 
met by its dvU war foes. 

“We cannot go there if offen- 
sive activities in Bosnia continue, 
especially against Sarajevo,” he 
told reporters. 

“Under current conditions, I 
don't see that we could be ready 
to go today or tomorrow, but if 
we found ourselves at the nego- 
tiating table I'm convinced we 
might reach a settlement.” 

After a presidency session 
Saturday, Mr. Izetbegovic had 
seemed to open the door to fresh 
talks without preconditions by 
wavering on the wisdom of ins 
own plan for peace — preserving 
Bosnia as a federation as opposed 
to a Serb-Croat plan for confeder- 
al division. 

* Bosnian government radio 
Sunday read out a statement 
made by Mr. Izetbegovic after a 
meeting of the collective pres- 
idency Saturday, in which be 
expressed doubts about its peace 
course. 

“While I listened to the discus- 
sions I thought about two dilem- 
mas. Hie first was, how realistic 
oar suggestions are,” the Muslim 
president was quoted by the radio 
as saying. 

“Is a united Bosnia the way to 
peace or not? What is more im- 
portant? How would the people 


Chinese 
refugee 
deportation 
set to end 


ENSENADA, Mexico (R) — 
The deportation of two boatloads 
of nmie boat people was ex- 
pected to end Sunday even as the 
U.S. Coast Guard kept a wary 
eye on other ships thought jo be 
ferrying hun d r eds more illegal 
immigrants across the Pacific 
Ocean. 

One pfame filled with would-be 
immigrants left Tijuana’s Interna- 
tional Airport Saturday and offi- 
cials made preparations to ship 
the rest of the move than 400 boat 
people late Saturday and early 
Sunday. 

The fete of a third ship carry 
more than 200 Chinese was un- 
certain. A spokesman for Mex- 
ico's Interior Ministry said it re- 
mained in international waters 
because of an undisclosed “poli- 
tical problem.” 

Just as one major operation 
neared an end, the Coast Guard 
appeared to be gearing up for 
another. Officials in Washington 
said several other vessels believed 
to be carrying Chinese refugees 
were spotted beading for Hawaii, 
' destined to enter U.S. waters this 
weekend. 

Chief Warrant Officer Rick 
Meidt, a Coast Guard spokesman 
in Washington, said of the sus- 
pected smuggling ships: “We're 
gathering informa tion, on them.” 

The repatriated boat people, 
who endured squalid, . unsanitary 
conditions' while subsisting on 
undercooked rice and foul water, 
were cast adrift for nearly a week 
as the United States and Mexico 
bickered over who would take 
responsibility for them. 

After first adamantly refusing a 
U.S. request to accept the ships, 
the Mexican government re- 
versed itself Wednesday and 
agreed to take charge of them. 

When the two ships arrived in 
Ensenada before dawn, they 
were escorted by a flotilla of 
Mexican warships. 

Dozens of armed Mexican 
troops immediately surrounded 
the ships to prevent escape. Some 
passengers had threatened to put 
up violent resistance to Mexico's 
repatriation plan, but in the end 
they were all taken into custody 
without a struggle. Interior 
Minishy spokesman Jorge Medi- 
na said. 

Most appeared tired and rag- 
ged as they ended their grueling, 
three-month voyage across the 
Pacific. “On their faces, there 
was a look of sadness and uncer- 
tainty,” said Rosa Guadalupe 
Alvarez, a Mexican army nurse 
who treated some of the passen- 
gers. 

Many could be seen crying as 
they were bused out of Ensenada. 

Fifty-eight passengers applied 
for political asylum while the 
ships were in U.S. Coast Guard 
custody, but only one was admit- 
ted into the United States Friday. 


The first plane was to make 
stops in Barbados, East Africa 
and the United Arab Emirates 
before landing at its final destina- 
tion in Xiamen in China's Fujian 
province,:' Mr. Medina said. 


vote if they had to choose be- 
tween these two things?" Mr. 
Izetbegovic went on. 

"It seems at the moment that 
they cannot go together.” 

But Mr. Izetbegovic gave no 
him as to whether Bosnia's 10- 
member presidency might now 
bend to the counter-proposal of 
rebel Serbs and Croats- to divide 
Bosnia into three ethnically- 
based mini states in a loose con- 
federation. 

Mr. Izetbegovic has previously 
denounced confederation as a 
ratification of genocide — the 
killing and expulsion of hundreds 
of thousands of Muslims from 
Serb — and Croat-held territory 
in the vicious 15-month -old con- 
flict. 


“I would like to say to the 
soldiers: They have done a great 
job. There isn’t an army in the 
world b'ke this (which battles on) 
while deprived of everything — 
clothes, ammunition and 
weapons,” Mr. Izetbegovic said. 

The Serbs have seized 70 per 
cent of Bosnia and the Croats 20 
per cent, but government forces 
have counter-attacked in the past 
few days to capture several key 
towns from the Croats in central 
Bosnia. 


advancing toward the villages of 
Led id, Dobre Vode and SQjak, 
all in the foothills of Mount Ig- 
man, the army said. 

The forested mountain looms 
over Sarajevo Airport, and is the 
only route for smuggling supplies 
through the Serb forces surround- 
ing Sarajevo to or from 
government-held positions else- 
where in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 

Hie army said the Serbs were 
continuing heavy shelling Sunday 
as they dosed in on the moun- 
tain from the northwest and from 
the south along a supply line 
leading from Trnovo, 20 
kilometres (12 miles) south of 
Sarajevo, a town the Serbs cap- 
tured from the Bosnian army on 
July 11, after fierce fighting. 

Foreign observers counted at 
least 28 Serb tanks advandng 


toward Igman Saturday around 
the norm western outskirts of 
Sarajevo. 


Bosnian Serbs were advancing 
under cover of heavy shellfire 
Sunday toward Mount Igman, a 
strategic slope overlooking 
Sarajevo, the Bosnian army re- 
ported. 

The army’s press centre admit- 
ted in a co mmuni que that the 
Serbs had broken through de- 
fence lines of the Bosnian army 
and had occupied the nearby 
hamlet of Golo Brdo. 

Other Serb forces had broke 
through Bosnian army lines jus 
south of the capital and were 


Sarajevo radio reported that 
the Serbs fired some 2,000 shells 
Saturday as they fought for the 
mountain. 

Meanwhile, European Com- 
munity (EC) foreign ministers, 
casting around for ways to boost 
-their influence in the Bosnian 
war, will debate Monday whether 
to turn up the diplomatic heat on 
Croatia. 

Diplomats said several EC 
member states wanted Belgian 
Foreign Minister Wily Claes, 
current holder of the EC pres- 
idency, to visit former Yugoslavia 
and warn Croatia it risked econo- 
mic sanctions if it did not change 
•is behaviour. 

However, they said the minis- 
,ers were unlikely to impose sanc- 
tions now, and any threat for Mr. 
Oaes to carry to Zagreb might be 
limit*- 1* m the first instance to 


Tajikistan rebels stage 
another border attack 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Tajik Isla- 
mic rebels based in Afghanistan 
fired rockets at Russian Border 
Guard units stationed along the 
border with Tajikistan in the 
latest of a string of attacks, the 
Interfax News Agency reported 
Sunday. 

The eight rockets Jired. Satur- 
day causal no casualties, and be 
Russian troops at the Tajik bor- 
der post failed to destroy the 
guerrilla batteries tucked away in 
the region’s mountainous terrain, 
Interfax said, quoting the high 
command of the Russian Border 
Guard. 


The post was near another post 
destroyed in a rebel attack Tues- 
day and Wednesday that killed 25 
of 47 Russian Guards stationed, 
there and prompted Russia’s par- 
liament to approve the wider use 
of Russian military force to pr tf- 
• * the border. 

Muslim fighters opposed to the 
pro-Communist leadership in 
.Dushanbe,, the Tajik capital, were 
chased out of Tajikistan in a 
violent government crackdown 
late last year. They have since 
found refuge in Mujabedeen-nm 
camps in the northern provinces 
of Af gh anistan. 

Russia has posted 3,500 border 
troops on the Tajik- Afghan bor- 
der as part of an agreement 
readied last year by the Com- 


Major faces cabinet split 
on Maastricht Treaty 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major start: of 

the most crucial weeks lis 
leadership, facing a split ng 
his cabinet over die Ma& ;ht 
Treaty on European union, news- 
papers said Sunday. 

Conservative Euro-rebels are 
willing to vote with the Labour 
opposition in a crucial vote 
Thursday in a debate on the 
government's opt-out of the trea- 
ty’s social chapter which governs 
welfare and Labour organisations 
in the European Community. 

“At least 12 hardline Tory 
(Conservative)! Euro-sceptics say 
they will vote for a Labour 
amendment requiring the govern- 
ment to accept the treaty's social 
chapter,” the Sunday Times said. 

“The Tory rebels are opposed 
to the chapter but hope to force 
the government to drop the 
whole treaty rather than accept 
the Labour amendment,” it said. 

The Observer said senior right- 
wing ministers are making it clear 
that they would not accept the 
soda! chapter in the treaty after 
Thursday's vote. With a slim ■ 
majority of 18 members in the 
651-seat House of Commons, Mr. 
Major feces possible defeat. 

Mr. Major, who has been 
hying to get the treaty ratified for • 
15 months, is expected to repeat 
his views in an interview with 
British Broadcasting Corporation i 
(BBC) television Sunday. He will 
emphasise that the social chapter 
means a loss of thousands of jobs 
and transfer of power to Brussels. 

Media reports said Mr. Major 
and government ministers spent 
much of the weekend trying to 1 
win the support of the Euro- - 


rebels. 

The Independent On Sunday 
reported that Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland Sir Patrick 
Mayhew even raised the prospect 
of a general election to deter the 
nine unionists members of parlia- 
ment from voting against the 
government. 

“They now know what is in 
store if a Labour government is 
elected for Northern Ireland," be 
told BBC Radio Ulster, referring 
to Labour proposals of a settle- 
ment in the British-ruled pro- 
vince over the heads of the Ulster 
parties. 

The Observer said the Con- 
servative rebels were sure they 
could delay ratification of the 
treaty. “We are very confident 
that we can make it almost im- 
possible for the government to 
ratify the treaty as it stands,” it 
quoted one rebel as saying. 

Even with a defeat Thursday 
the government could still legally 
ratify the pacr, but some senior 
ministers are reported to be con- 
cerned about such a move which . 
they believe would trigger a huge i 
constitutional dispute. 

“If John Major loses it’s hard 
to see how he can ever regain his 
authority. He’s already seen j 
widely as a lame duck prime j 
minister. This is a flagship of bis | 
administration, I don’t think he 
can recover from it,” said Matth- 
ew Taylor, a spokesman for the 
centrist Liberal Democrats. 

A recent opinion poll showed 
Major's popularity slipped to 18.4 


per cent, the lowest sirtce Gallup 

S ills on this issue began in 1938. 

is popularity has sunk with the 
lingering recession. 


cancelling routine trade conces- 
sions. 

Ministers will also debate the 
deteriorating situation on the 
ground in Bosnia, the growing 
difficulties in the way of huma- 
nitarian aid distribution and 
faltering efforts to fulfil a U.N. 
Security Council plan to turn 
some of the war's worst troubles- 
pots into “safe zones.” 

Apart from French and Dutch 
derisions to contribute in total 
about 1,200 more troops, there 
has been little response to a 
loudly-trumpeted pledge by the 
ECs summit in Copenhagen last 
month to contribute more men 
and money to making the safe 
Zones a reality. 

There was a diplomats’.' note in 
some EC diplomats'* comments 
before Monday’s regular ministe- 
rial meeting. “No one knows 
what will happen Everyone is 
waiting for eve one else to 
move,” said one. \nother said 
there was little the EC could do 
when those they i ;re trying to 
help seemed bent » n bloodshed. 


Croatia has crept higher up the 
West's cast of villains in the Bos- 


nian conflict, sharing more of the 
blame with Serbia for the drive to 
carve op Bosnia on ethnic lines, 
through violence and ethnic 
cleansing. 

The EC warned on June 8 that 
they would “initiate restrictive 
measures against Croatia” if re- 
quired. 


At their Tokyo summit this 
month, the Group of Seven (G7) 
rich industrial countries, which 
includes EC Germany; Britain, 
France, German and Italy, 
lumped Croatia and Serbia 
together in urging them to stop 
“dismembering Bosnia” through 
violence. 


monwealth of Independent states 
(CIS) to stop the flow of arms and 
drugs from war-torn Afghanistan 
to Central Asia and keep out the 
thousands of exiled Tajik opposi- 
tion fighters. 

The Islamic rebels staged 
another attack overnight Friday 
but the commander of the Rus- 
sian Border Guard, Valfery! 
Kochenpv, denied Sunday re-i 
ports that two Border Guards had ) 
been killed. 

Gen. Kochenov added that un- 
its of 20 to 70 Tajik rebels had 
been spotted moving along the 
border in recent days. 

The commander of the Russian 
army. General Vladimir Seme- 
nov, just back from a trip to the 
region along with Defence Minis- | 
ter Pavel Grachev, said Russia's , 
201st Motorised Rifle Division, 
based in Tajikistan, would be 
strengthened to help the Border 
Guards. 

Meanwhile, Afghan radio 
charged Saturday that more than 
300 people have been killed or 
injured in artillery attacks laun- 
ched by Russian forces from 
across the border. 

Ad Afghan government 
spokesman said the cabinet had 
decided to ask the United Na- 
tions to halt deployment of Rus- 
sian forces along the border and 
suggested talks to solve the prob- 
lem. 


Russians 
claim win 
in Estonia 
referendum 


“Turnout was desperately low 
and there have been serious 
violations in the procedure,” gov- 
ernment representative fridrek 
Tarand told journalists after mak- 
ing an unexpected appearance at 
an election, news conference. 
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MickJagger. 
celebrates 50 in . 
revolutionary style 


U.S. President BUI Clinton looks at a flooded power plant in the Mlssissippi-Missouri Rivas area near 
St. Louis (AFP photo) 


More heavy rain falls in midwest 
as Clinton visits for 3rd time 


LONDON (R) - 
lessened Mick Jagger celebrated 
his 50ih birthday in style. at the 
weekend — at a French revolu- 
tionary banquet. Up to 300 celeb- 
rities/ including fellow Rolling 
q rones Keith Richards, Ronnie 
IS. Sadie Watts and Bf, 
Wyman, gathered at the grounds 
of a suburban London teaching 
college complete with a guillotine 
rn help Jaeger celebrate. The 
ageing rebefof the eariy 60s, who 
■ hits the half century marie on July 
26 W as dressed for the theme but 
refused to be photography. 
Other guests were not so shy. 
“Charlie Watts showed a certain 
flair, arriving as Robespierre, 
while Ronnie Wood’s Napoleonic 
officer’s costume, complete with 
tricorn hat, was morej historically 
dubious,” the Mail On Sumftay 
said. Hie one-time bad boy of 
rock who is now a grandfather 
partied till the eariy , hours with 
his Texan wife, fashion model 
Jerry Hall, who was; dressed as 


JOITY 1 

.Marie- Antoinette. .He an* 
jerry finally called it a night at 6 
a.m. and slipped out the back 
door. Not bad for a 50-year-old,” 
the Mail added. 


DES MOINES. Iowa (AP) — No 
relief was in sight after six weeks 
of the worst flooding in die Un- 
ited States tills century, as storms 
damped as much as 5 inches (12.5 
centimetres) of rain across parts 
of the midwest 
President Bill Clinton said 
Saturday he may send in federal 
troops. 


NARVA, Estonia (R) — 
Rnsaan-gpeakers in two Estonian 
towns Sunday claimed victory m a 
weekend referendum after local 
people voted overwhelmingly for 
territorial autonomy within th 
ex-Soviet Baltic state.' 


Mr. Clinton, who visited the 
region twice before in the last two 
weeks, Shook his head as he 
leaned ont of a helicopter and 
saw where the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers had converged in 
St. Charles County, Mo. 

“Mother nature is having its 
way with us,” he said. 

The flooding blocked a key 
bridge Saturday, turning the Mis- 
sissippi River into a 200-mile-long 
(320-kilometre-long) wall block- 
ing east-west traffic. 

Heavy rains fell in Iowa, the 
Dakotas, Minnesota, Illinois and 
as far west as Wyoming. 

“It’s economic devastation for 
the entire area,” groaned Mayor 
Richard Schwartz of Hannibal, 
Mo., near tiie West Quincy, Mo., 
levee that failed Friday night, 
despite six weeks of work. 


Flooding has been blamed for 
27 deaths and more than $5 bil- 
lion in damage, with more than 
10 million acres (40 million hec- 
tares) of farmland submerged. 
Bridges, roads and rail lines were 
shut, disrupting cargo shipments. 

In Glasgow, Mo., die Army 
Corps of Engineers tried to re- 
build a broken levee to keep the 
Missouri River from cutting a 
new channel and changing 
course. In Des Moines, National 
Guardsmen and other workers 
rushed to shore up a severely 
eroded levee and hundreds of 
homes and businesses were hur- 
riedly evacuated. 

Fash flooding struck sparsely 
populated, areas of the eastern 
Dakotas. In northeastern South 
Dakota, a flood warning was 
posted for the James River, 
winch flows into the Missouri 
River, after an area that got 3 
indies (7.5 centimetres) of nyn 
Friday got that much more Satur- 
day. 

At a meeting in Arnold, a St. 
Louis suburb, Mr. Qtinton told 
eight state governors and a repre- 
sentative of a ninth that he was 
considering sending in federal 
troops — as was done after hurri- 


cane Andrew last year in Florida 
— to help 7,300 National Guard 


already bn duty. 

“If you do feel you need some 
relief ...I hope you would feel 
free to let me know and we’ll try 
to deal with that,” Mr. Clinton 
told the governors. 

Nearby, 'sandbaggers worked 
to avert flooding where the Mis- 
sissippi and Meramec Rivers 
meet. Crests on both rivers were 
expected in that area in the next 


Kenyan policeman 
gets 50 years 
tor rape 


couple of days. 

.The Des Moines River carved a 
50-foot-wide (15-metre-wide) 
chupk from a levee near down- 
town Des Moines. The National 
Guard and other workers shored 
up the gap with dirt, sand, gravel, 
parts of downed trees and plastic 
sheeting. An evacuation order 
covering about 700 homes and 
many businesses was scaled back 
later Saturday as the levee was 
being stabilised. 

The crisis didn’t affect efforts 
to restore running water to 
250,000 people in the Des Moines 
area who went without for a 
seventh day. The water plant is in 
a different part of town. One of 
its three pumps was flown back to 
the plant Saturday. 


NAIROBI (R) — Police Corpor- 
al Philemonl Orabitsa, 47. was 
sentenced to 50 years jafl Satur- 
day and ordered to receive tea 
strokes of the cane for raping a 
pregnant woman, the Kenya 
News Agency reported Sunday. 
Ombitsa, married with 11 chil- 
dren, had denied the charge. The 
incident occurred at Kajiado, ft 
kilometres south of Nairobi. 


China finds new 
treatment for 
heroin 
addicts 


Azeri police crack derwn oh opposition 


Over 97 per cent of Narva 
voters and 98.6 per cent of voters 
in nearby Sillamae supported 
autonomy. But low turnout — 
just over the 50 per cent 
threshold needed — provided the 
poll's chief opponent, the Estonia 
government, • with fresh ammuni- 
tion. 

Estonia's Forei 6 n Ministry 
quickly accused referendum orga- 
nisms of falsifying the results, 
saying that less than half the 
population had actually voted, 
Baltfex News Agency said. The 
government has declared the 
Russians’ poll illegal. 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan’s 
police used guns and truncheons 
to break up a protest by backers 
of fugitive President Abulfaz 
Elchibey and they shut down its 
party's headquarters, his suppor- 
ters and news agencies said Sun- 
day. 


“All roads to the Popular 
Front's headquarters are block- 
ed. There are militiamen posted 
at the entrance to the building 
who are refusing to let anyone 
in," Vagiv Rustam ov, director of 
Azerinform News Agency, told 
Reuters by telephone Sunday. 

A spokesman for Mr. 


now being run by acting President 
Geidar Aliyev, a former Soviet 
politburo member, and by rebel 
leader turned Prime Minister 
Suret Guseinov. 

The Popular Front spokesman 
said that on Saturday evening 
police fired automatic rifles into 
the air to break up a pro-Elchibey 
demonstration and used trun- 
cheons to disperse a crowd of a 
few hundred people. No-one was 
injured. 


which started when government 
troops tried to disarm the rebels. 

Parliament stopped short of 
impeaching Mr. Elchibey Satur- 
day for bis role in the bloody June 
clashes which followed the gov- 
ernment troops’ attempt to quell 
rebvel forces. 


Deputies postponed a decision 
o Mr. Elchibey’s fate until next 


Elchibey’s nationalist Popular 
Front Movement said police had 


ripped phones and fax machines 
out of the building in a leafy Baku 
square. 

The president, elected a year 
ago, fled an armed rebellion last 
month. The former Soviet state is 


Azerbaijan's Tnran News 
Agency said about 30 people had 
been arrested. Police have 
broken up several pro-Elchibey 
protests since the president 
escaped. 

Mr. Elchibey’s former security 
and interior ministers and the 
ex-head of parliament Isa Gam- 
barov were detained Friday, dur- 
ing a parliament session in Baku, 
accused of provoking the conflict 


on Mr. Elchibey’s fate nntil next 
week but said he bore political 
responsibility for the clashes, in 
the western dty of Gyandzha. 

On Friday, a parliament com- 
mission studying the Gyandzha 
events recommended the indict- 
ment of several former ministers . 
and top officials for their alleged 
role in the fighting, in which at 
least 35 people were killed. 

Washington condemned the 


PEKING (AFP) — China has 
discovered a new method of 
treating heroin addicts that 
avoids the formation of a new 
dependency, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported Sunday. 
Kelening. a medicine usually 
used to lower blood pressure, has 
been used to cure more than 200 
people ra six treatment centres in 
.central Shaanxi and southwestern 
ifcmnan provinces, the. agency 
-quoted Jiang Zuonihg, a medical 
itettor, as saying. “The treatment 
has been approved by China’s 
Ministry of Public Health and is 
effective, fest-working and safe 
because it contains no drug sub- 
stitute and therefore carried go 
threat of dependency. Dr. Jiang 
said. The only side effect .is : 
drowsiness in the first three : 
of treatment, he said. Met^i 
done, the drug usually used to 
treat heroin addicts, creates its 
own dependency. Yunnan — 
bordering the Golden Triangle 
drug-producing region straddling 
Thailand, Burma and Laos — has 
the highest concentration of he- 
roin addicts in China. 


Police called 
to theatre after ! 
audience protests 


move and urged the parliament’s 
chairman ana Mr. Aliyev to stick 
to assurances he had given 
Washington over democracy in 
Azerbaijan. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan’s quake toll rises to 174 


TOKYO (AFP) — The death toll from the strongest earthquake 
reajrded in the Sea of Japan hit 174 Sunday with 74 others 
missmg, while new data suggested tiiat an island had subsided in 
the temblor. Aftershocks continued to rumble through Okushiri 
Island, the hardest hit by the quake six days ago, while 
construction of 100 makeshift houses began for some of its 4,700 
islanders. The body of a 92-year-old man was plucked from waters 
as more than 100 divers joined a 300-strong land and sea search 


announcement. Sunday was expected to be a bitter day for Mrs. 
Mandela, estranged wife of African National Congress (ANC) 
leader Nelson Mandela. Mrs. Mandela, once called the “mother 
of the nation” by black activists, has been dogged by controversy 
and ANC leaders now see her as a liability and have distanced 
themselves from her. The Women's League said Mrs. Mandela 
and four other women suspended along with her had “put the 
ANC and the Women’s League to disrepute" and damaged the 
organisation financially and politically. 


operation involving 42 patrol boats around Okushiri, which lies to 
the west of Japan's main northern island of Hokkaido. On 
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Ufcushin alone, 148 were listed dead and 67 other missing in the 
quake which struck with a Richter scale magnitude of 7.8. police 
said. Hokkaido’s regional maritime safety authorities said the 


FBI director told to resign 


seabed at Okushiri's main port was found to have subsided up to 
80 centimetres (32 inches). On Friday, the Tokyo University 
Seismology Institute said that the foundation of the island as a. 
whole had subsided by some 50 centimetres (20 inches) in the 
quake. 


ANC bodyguard killed by S. African police 


■ JOHANNESBURG (R) — An ANC bodyguard was killed and 
two others were hurt early Sunday when police traded shots with 
securitymen escorting a senior ANC official home from Nelson 
Mandela’s 75th birthday party. Police said the African National 
Congress (ANC) guards fired first. The ANC said it was the 
police who initiated the shooting on a highway leading to Soweto 
township. An ANC statement said the incident occurred in the 
early morning when an unmarked police car tried to break into a 
three-car convoy escorting ANC Deputy President Walter Sisulu 
home from the birthday dinner. "When the lead vehicle of the 
security escort slowed to force the unidentified vehicle to move 
away from the ANC deputy president’s vehicle, shots were fired 
at the convoy.” “The driver of the lead vehicle was shot and 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — Embattled FBI Director William 
Sessions has been told by Attorney General Janet Reno to resign 
or face the sack, a government source said. Mr. Sessions, whose 
replacement could be named Monday, was given this ultimatum 
Saturday during a meeting with Ms. Reno and other Justice 
Department officials, the source said. Doubts have risen over 
whether he would finish the second half of his 10-year term after 
the Justice Department’s Office of Professional Responsibility 
.accused him in January of ethical lapses. Mr. Sessions and Ms 
Reno declined to comment Saturday about their meetings Asked 
on his way to the meeting what he thought the outcome would be 
the FBI director said, “I think it's probably no secret." 


LONDON (AP) — Police wen 
called to a theatre after an angn 
audience protested the c^ncefia 
tion of the second night perform 
ance of the musical Grease, Scot 
land Yard said. Officers went tc 
the Dominion Theatre in Lcdft 
don’s theatre district night aft®! 
members of the audience booet: 
and demanded their money back. 
A computer-controlled hydraulit 
platform canying a band jammec 
three minutes after the shovi 
started. The 2.000 members o'! 
the audience were kept waitint 
for one hour while technicians 
tned to fix it. When the cancelli 
tion was announced, boos anc 
catcalls drove the theatre mana- 
ger from the stage. Up to 50C 
disgruntled ticket holders pr& 
tested and demanded an immedi- 
ate refund, but the crowd dis 
persed shortly after police arrived 
and no arrests were made, . said s 
^° , ‘ and Yard spokesman; 
speakuig on condition of anonr- 
wT J} 1 * show's stars, CraU 
McLachlan and Debbie Gibson! 
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appeased many by staying late 
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India flood toll touches 415 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Flooding spread from the north and 
submerged parts of central India as the death toll reacted 41 «? 
news reports said. Rail links with the *tat« p ■ u 5 ‘ 
Himachal Pradesh were cut off and tafc!?dS in *25 “ 
areas paralysed rescue operations in several ^a^ toe S^J 5 
said. At least 70 more Deoole were uh'j « eports 


aj of the 1978 film starring Jo 

Sn° hV! d °J Hia N ^c 

John, had fans dancing in i 
aisles on opening nighr- - . 

Frenchman claims 
world record in 
paragliding 


subsequently died, resulting in the car overturning. The other 
oocupants were also seriously injured,” the ANC said. The ANC 


said it was the second time police had threatened Mr. Sisulu's 
safety on the road. 


ANC Women’s League suspends Mrs. Mandela 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The ANC Women’s League Sunday 
suspended Winnie Mandela for a year, dealing another harsh 
blow to her attempted political comeback. Even before the 


Narmada River was nsing at the rate of 40 feet (12 meU) wr 
hour and seven people were killed Saturday whenfwi 
inundated the Narmada Valley in the ccnfraT^te^^M^^tf 75 
Pradesh. PH and the United News of IndiasaitPln S! ^ t f dh ? a 
worst hit northern state, the Sutlej River teeachL P rf"i ab ’ ** 
flooded several villages. Already, flooding of th^RM C d,k ?T > and 
Rivers had submerged 2.500 vfllagTi^te^^f d *** 
100,000 people are staying in about 100 relief Lnos KtaWM, *5®" 
schools, temples and tents on high ground. ^ ^ b, “ hed in 


NIMES, Franct 
French parachutis 
broken the world 
in paragliding, hai 
*•61 miles (415 kr 
southern France 
ncCTo said he ren 
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Amman Little 
League to 

play in 

Germany 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
14- member team (aged 
U and 12 years old) 
will represent Jordan 
at the International 
Little League Baseball 
European/ 
Mediterranean play- 
offs m Germany, start- 
ing on July 23, the 
Amman Little League 
Association said Stm- 
day. 

The pUyera, from 
Jordan, the United 
States and Lebanon, 
played in this year’s 
spring basebaB season 
in Amman and have 
received extra training 
daring the but two 
mouths, the Associa- 
tion said in a press 
release. 



The photograph shows the Jordanian team at their American 
Commnnfty School training field (Photo by Aynsley Floyd for the 
Jordan Times) 


McColgan shock hits Britain’s hopes 
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BIRMINGHAM. England 
(AFP) — Liz McColgan has been 
forced to pull out of next month’s 
World Championships in Stutt- 
gart. 

The reigning 10,000 metres 
champion is suffering from a 
hamstring injury. 

But veteran Steve Cram was 
thrown a lifeline by the British 
athletics selectors here Sunday, 
jjf Cram and Olympic javelin 
bronze medallist Steve Barkley 
were among around a dozen 
athletes who could still make the 
championship line-up, according 
to chief coach Frank Dick, if they 
can prove their form and fitness. 

The selectors will meet again at 
the end of the month to review 
the situation. 

McColgan has had a wretched 
season, failing in the London 
Marathon after starting as 
favourite and then withdrawing 
from the European Cup team 
with the same hamstring injury. 

She had admitted: M Tu be dis- 
appointed not to be able to de- 
fend ray tide, but I would not go 


just to win a medal. I would only 
go if I felt I could win.” 

Cram, a disappointing fourth 
Saturday in the British trials, will 
have to bunt round European 
tracks to gain the mark if he is to 
earn a place, while trial winner 
Matthew Yates, the only 1 ,500ro 
man named, will also have to 
quickly reach the qualifying stan- 
dard of 3mins 36.50secs. 

World 400m silver medallist 
Roger Black, suffering from a 
viral illness, has been named only 
in the relay and must prove his 
fitness, as must Backley, ride- 
lined by shoulder trouble all year, 
and Olympic sprint hurdles final- 
ist Hngtrie Teape. 

Curtis Robb, Britain's best 
young middle distance hope, has 
also been picked provisionally in 
the 800m, while trial absentees 
David Grindley, javelin thrower 
Mick Hill and 10,000m man 
Eamonn Martin, recovering from 
a foot injury, are ail likely to join 
the team if they are fit. 

“We will be taking no walking 
wounded to Stuttgart,” insisted 


Dick. “But we’re having to deal 
with a whole new ball game be- 
cause, for the first time, we're 
seeing the ravages of a post- 
Olympic year which has placed 
such severe demands on 
athletes.” 

Dick, worried that athletes are 
facing burn-out from their over- 
crowded schedule, wants the 
IAAF to review the major cham- 
pionships. 

Olympic champions and team 
captains Linford Christie and Sal- 
ly Gunnell do not seem to have 
such worries. Christie, despite his 
misjudgement in Saturday's 200m 
which saw him eliminated in the 
heats, will double up in the Stutt- 
gart sprints as expected, while 
Gunnell will start hot favourite in 
the one-lap hurdles. 

Dick believes the injuries mean 
Britain could have less than 20 
finalists in Stuttgart but estimates 
a team which boasts six individual 
European champions could pick 
up a possible 10 medals, com- 
pared to the seven won in Tokyo. 


Doohan claims first win of the season 
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MUGELLO, Italy (R) — Austra- 
lian Michael Doohan put his in- 
jury nightmares behind hhn to 
dann his first win of the season in 
tire San Marino 500cc Motorcycle 
Grand Prix Sunday. 

Doohan won easily after World 
Championship leader Kevin 
Air wan tz, in front with just over 
» lap to go, suffered mechanical 
problems with his Suzuki. 

Schwantz held on for second 
dace, ahead of feDow-American 
Wayne Rainey, bis only real chal- 
lenger for the world title. 

Schwantz now has 192 points, 
'23 ahead of Rainey with five 
races to go. 

“I can tell you this is a |ood 
feeling,” said Honda nder 
Doohan, who had not won since 
breaking his leg in a bad crash at 
the Dutch Grand Prix last year. 
.. ‘T hope to get a few more wins 


under my belt before the season 
is out,” added Doohan, wjiose 
injury last season robbed him of 
the world title. 

He almost came off on the 
seventh lap at this Tuscan circuit, 
doing superbly Co hang on to his 
bike after taking a comer in the 
wrong gear. 

“I got into a bad slide and 
thought I was about to crash 
out.” he admitted. 

Japanese Yamaha Rider Tsuto- 
mu Udagawa, in his first season 
in the class, was not so lucky. 

He was taken away in an ambu- 
lance after crashing on the 23rd 
and final lap. There was no im- 
mediate word on bis condition. 

The race had been a straight 
fight between Dooban and 
Schwantz with the American 
looking set to come out on top 
until ms bike let him down. 


“The bike started to vibrate 
very badly on the final lap. I just 
eased back because I didn’t want 
anything silly to happen.” 



U.S. beats Honduras in gold cup 

DALLAS (R) — Defender Alexi beaded home Chris 
Henderson's comer kick in the 29th minute to lift the U.S. 
national soccer team to a 1-0 triumph over Honduras and the top 
spot in its group at the CONCACAF Gold Cup. The Americans 
(3-0) will remain in Dallas for its semifinal on July 21 in the 
regional championships and Honduras (1-2) was eliminated with 
the loss. Jamaica earned its spot in the July 22 seminfioal at 
Mexico City with a 1-2 draw against Panama in Saturday’s opener. 
The other semifinalists will be decided when Group B play 
concludes in Mexsico City with the Mexico-Canada and Costa 
Rica-M artini que matches. 

Morocco beats Senegal 3-1 

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — Megjed Ferdou scored twice in 13 
minutes in the second half Saturday, leading Morocco to a 3-1 
victory over Senegal and giving it the group B lead in the second 
round of African qualifying for the 1994 World Cup. Rachid 
Daoudi gave Morocco the lead in the eighth minute before 
Ferdou added his pair in the 62nd and 75th minutes. Within 
seconds, Senegal’s Souleymane Sane put Senegal on the board 
but it was unable to rally. The victory improved Morocco to 2-0-1 
and four points, two better than Zambia, which has devasted by a 
plane crash three months ago. Morocco has one game remaining, 
Oct. 10 at home against Zambia. Zambia has three games 
remaining and Senegal two. Only the winners of the three, 
second-round African groups will qualify for the 24-nation field 
for the World Cup in the United States. 

Lino wins tour de France stage 

PERPIGNAN, France (AP) — Pascal Lino became the first 
French winner of this year’s Tour de France Sunday by capturing 
the 14th stage with Miguel Inddurain staying in the overall lead. 
Lino won in sprint over Italy's Giancario Perini. The pair broke 
away from Johan Bruyneel of Belgium and two Italians, Mario 
Chi sea and Gianni Faresin in the final kilometres of the 
Montpellier to Perpignan stage of 224 kilometres. The five pulled 
away from the pack early in the race. The mam pack with all the 
favourites, including Inaurain, finished more than 16 minutes 
behind with no change in the leader board. After two days in the 
mountains the leaders have taken it easy the last few days and left 
individual heroics to other riders who are no threats in the overall 
standings. The Tour heads into the Pyrenees Monday with a rest 
day on Tuesday before two more mountain stages. The Tour ends 
on July 25 in Paris completing a 3,720- kilometre (2312-mile) loop 
around the country. 

Chang wins French archery title 

CANNES, France (AFP) — South Korea's Chang Yong-Ho won 
the men’s title at the French Open archery tournament here on 
Saturday. Chang beat Andreas Lippoldt: of Germany in the final 
112-108. But the Germans got revenge in the men’s team event, 
beating the South Koreans 238-236. But South Korea’s women 
beat the Germans 235-230 in their final. Christei Verstegen of 
Holland won the women's event, beating Heike Eidnnge of 
Germany 105-102. The Dutch men’s team took a world record 254 
points out of 270 as they took third place by beating Norway. 

Huber wins Austrian Open 

KITZBUEHEL, Austria (AP) — Top-seeded Anke Huber of 
Germany spoiled local favourite Judith Wiesner’s bid for an upset 
Saturday, sailing to a 6-4, 6-1 win in the final of the Austrian 
Open women’s Tennis Tournament. Huber, 10th in the woman's 
ATP world rankings, played 'solidly throughout the $150,000 
clay-court tournament, never losing a set. She needed only 1 
hour, 7 minutes, to dispatch the fifth-seeded Wiesner before a 
partisan Austrian crowd in Kitzbuehel's Casino Stadium. 



Carbajal retains 
1BF titles; Pendleton wins 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Undefeated 
Michael Carbajal of the United 
States retained his World Boxing 
Council (WBC) and International 
Boxing Federation (IBF) light 
flyweight titles by stopping 
Kwang-Sun Kim of South Korea 
at two minutes, 23 seconds of the 
seventh round. 

On the undercard, Freddie 
Pendleton of the United States 
was too quick for former cham- 
pion Jorge Paez of Mexico and 
retained his IBF lightweight 
championship with a 12-round 
unanimous decision, despite frac- 
turing his right hand in the sixth 
round. 

Carbajal, in tbe second defence 
of the WBC title and eighth 
defence of bis IBF crown, stop- 
ped Kim with a short left hook to 
the head. Kim crumpled to the 
canvas, got up and reeled around 
the ring, his head bobbing back- 
ward, until referee Richard 
Steele grabbed him to keep him 
from collapsing again. 

Carbajal, 25, now 29-0 was 
leading on all three judges’ 
.scorecards. 

Kim, 29, a gold medallist at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, was in only 
his eighth professional fight. Kim 


now has a record of 6-2. 

The taller Carbajal, a 7-1 
favourite, controlled the first 
three rounds by methodically 
landing left jabs and combina- 
tions to Kim’s bead. By the end 
of the second round Kim’s right 
eye was swollen shut. 

Beginning in the fourth round. 
Kira was not throwing his left jab 
at all and began rushing in with 
both hands flailing. The awkward 
style blunted Carbajal’s attack 
and he turned tentative, throwing 
far fewer punches, especially his 
right hand, which he threw only 
sixth times in the sixth round. 

Early in tbe seventh round, the 
frenetic Kim jarred Carbajal with 
a left and two rights to the head. 

But suddenly snot the left hook 
to the head. 

“He dropped his right hand 
when he loaded up," said Carbaj- 
al, “so when I saw him do it then, 
I let go with my left and bang.” 

Kim said: “I saw it coming, but 
it came so quick.” 

Kim had teen thought to have 
a suspect chin. This is the seventh 
time he has been knocked down 
in eight bouts. 

Carbajal received $250,000 and 
Kim got $15,000. Both fighters 


weighed 108 pounds (49 kg). 

Pendleton’s next defence will 
be agaist number-one challenger 
Rafael Ruelas of the United 
States. The date will be set after 
Pendleton's hand heals. 

Pendleton in the first defence 
of the title he won in January, 
used left jabs and combination 
rights to pepper the face of Paez, 
keeping the slower, shorter chal- 
lenger from getting inside or 
landing more than one effective 
punch at a time. 

Pendleton knocked down Paez 
twice — once in the first with a 
right to the head and in the fourth 
round with a right-left to tbe chin. 
Paez also was cut in tbe comer of 
his left eye in the second round. 

Pendleton, cut over the right 
eye in the 11th round, is now 
35-17-4. But in the last six years 
his record is 18-2-1. 

Paez, the IBF featherweight 
champion from 1988-1990 and 
ranked sixth among lightweights 
entering this bout, is now 46-6-4. 
This was his third unsuccessful 
attempt at winning a world light- 
weight title. 

Pendleton, a 4-*A-l favourite, 
received 5150,000 and Paez, aged 
27, got $70,000. 


Kankkunen wins Argentine Rally 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Juha 
Kankkunen of Finland swept the 
Argentine Rally for Toyota but 
could not prevent Fora's MQti 
Biasion of Italy taking the lead in 
this season’s World Cham- 
pionship. 

Kankkunen, a triple world 
champion who had never won 
here, took the lead in the first 
superprime raced Wednesday 
night at a horse track in north- 
western San Miguel De Tucuman 
and kept it until foe rally ended in 
foe central city of Cordoba. 

With Biasion always "breathing 
down his neck, the Finn clocked a 
total time of five tours, 32 mi- 
nutes and 31 seconds on foe 525 
kilometres of special stages in the 
1,836-kilometre rally winning the 
three legs of the competition. 

The Italian struggled to shorten 
Kankkunen ’s leaabut was literal- 
ly left behind in the dust as the 
wind was too weak to blow away 
the cloud of dirt kicked up by die 
Finn’s Toyota. *r.. 

Biasion, known’ here as “the 
flying 'Italian” for having won 
three Argentine rallies,' mushed 
one minute and 54 seconds be- 
hind foe winner. - 

His second-place finish made 


him the frontrunner in this sea- 
son's Drivers' Championship with 
66 points, three ahead of Kank- 
ktuien and 11 above his French 
teammate Francois Delecour, 
who did not race here. 

This rally also broke the tie at 
tbe top of the Teams’ Cham- 
pionship, where Toyota and Ford 
had been level at 77 points. But 
tbe Japanese builders, now with 
97 points, lead by only three 
points. 

Toyota’s standing was boosted 
by the third place clinched by 
Didier Auriol of France, who had 
won here last season on a Lancia. 
He is now fourth in the season’s 


Drivers' Championship with 47 
points. 

Auriol moved up after Uru- 
guayan Gustavo Trelles blew his 
Lancia's front right tyre in one of 
the final stages. The South Amer- 
ican, who finished virtually on 
three wheels, still managed to 
come in fourth. 

The top-placed local racer was 
Carlos Menem Jr, tbe son of 
Argentina's president, who drove 
a Ford Escort to fifth place. 

Mohammad Ibn Sulayem of 
foe United Arab Emirates, also 
on a Ford, finished sixth and was 
foe top-placed Group N racer. 


* 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAH HUtSCH 
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SHED SOME LIGHT 


Both vulnerable. South deala. 
NORTH 
*K J 
•7 6 2 
0 74 3 

♦ A K i 10 9 8 

WEST EAST 

*10 9 8 5 2 #7643 
90743 VJ10S 

0 K 6 0QJ1O9 

♦64 *72 

SOUTH 

♦ AQ 
PAKQS 
0 A 8 6 2 

♦ Q53 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

2 NT Peas 4 ♦ Put 

4 NT Pass 7 NT Pass 

-Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of ♦ 

Bill Root's The Piay of the Bond 
wsa voted the Beat Bridge Book of 
1990, and justifiably so. At present 
he is working on a book on defense, 
due to appear next year, and it rates 
to be another award winner. Here’s 
a preview from the chapter on 
discarding. 

North's jump tor four dubs was 
Gerber, asking for aces. When 
South showed three, North elected 


to go directly to seven no trump on 
the strength of his excellent trick - 
producing dub suit. 

“Sometimes you must discard to 
help your partner, instead of trying 
to save a trick yourself. Partner 
leads the ten of spades and declarer 
wins the first trick in hand with the 
ace. He then starts running the chib ' 
suit and you (as East) have no dis- 
carding problems, but your partner 
may have. Your first discard (on the 
third club lead) should be the queen 
of diamonds, to tell partner that you 
have control of that suit. Look at 
the four hands so you can see bow 
that helps partner. 

“Before leading a red suit, declar- 
er should cash six clubs and two 
spades, hoping that someone will 
carelessly discard a heart and allow 
him to win four heart tricks and 
make his bid Suppose you were 
West and had to come down to five 
cards; which five cards would you 
save? Without the signal it is tempt- 
ing to throw a heart and save K 6 of 
diamonds, (but that would be fatal). 
Knowing that partner still has J 10 x 
of diamonds, it is easy to blank the 
long of diamonds and hold onto four 
hearts" (and declarer must go 
down). 


FIRST FLOOR OF VILLA 

FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, furnished or unfurnished, with indepen- 
dent telephone, central and solar heating, with wall 
accessories. 

For more information please call: 812399 



FOR RENT 

Two furnished, apartments for rent in Al Gardens Street (Tla'a Al 
Ali). 

A fumishBd apartment In Jab a) Al Hussein for rent. Refrigerator, 
television, VHS video recorder and used furniture wanted. 

Tel. 750305 


DUTY UNPAID CAR REQUIRED 

Jeep Cherokee, new model, automatic transmission, 
duty unpaid. 

Tel.: 668408 


duty free car for sale 

Honda Accord GL model 1988, first owner in excellent 
condition, mileage 80,000 kms. Power steering, stick shift, 
A/C, white colour. 

If Interested, please call Mr. Shukrl at 652611 and 
657981 from 9 to 1, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Price: JD 4,500 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining room, central heating, 
garage and garden. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Tel. 819367 



TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 
WITHOUT FURNITURE 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel £829882/829883 


■AFVOUNW 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT " 
First Floor, new j furniture 

2 bedrooms, salon, 2 bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
laundry room and 3 verandas. Central heating, telephone. 
Location: Amman-Shmeisani, opposite the European Commun- 
ity mission. 

Call at 698093 between (9-12) am. (3-6) p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 
RENAULT R 9TSE 
DUTY UNPAID 

Model 1986, 4 cyl., 5 spd, mileage 64000 km, engine 
1400CC, 79 hours power, colour white, all options includ- 
ing, air-conditioner, power steering, stereo radio, cassette 
player, central lock. 

For further Information, please call 666320 
from 6-8 p.m. 


Paris Star Beauty Salon 

Hairdressing, make-up, manicure, pedi- 
cure, waxing. 

Open all week from 9:00-20:00, 

Address: SweiGeb, next to Sufara Baker- 
ies . Above Wazzaan Supermarket, 

TeL 815267 Amman 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FDR RENT 
IN UIW UTHAINA 

Three bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining room, luxurious 
furniture, in a modern and new building, with telephone and 
independent central heating, suitable for a diplomat. 

Call tel. 820259 


FOR RENT 

For rent furnished ground floor, one bedroom and a 
sitting one, central heating, telephone, separate 
entrance, garden. Al Weibdeh, near Caravan Hotel 
and Maamoon Street. 

Please contact tel.: 630213 


SPECIAL EDITION CAR 
FOR SALE 

American standard/unpaid duty 1989, Honda Accord SEI, 
airconditioned, soft leather trim, remote control alarm, 
system with lock/unlock doors, remote control sound 
system with Bose speakers, power windows, locks, 
antenna, fuel injection, moon roof, new tires, and just 
sen/iced. 

Please call Steve 754131 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 

* One bedroom, living room, K & B. 

*Two bedrooms, living-dining room, K & B. 

☆ Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room K & two baths. 
Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Shmeisani near Birds Garden. » 

Owner’s telephone: 6S7862-693443 
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[Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


CONCORD 


A 

T 


THE LAST OF THE 
MOHICANS 

Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 pjn. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


STALLONE — IN 
Dolpy Stereo 

CLKFFHANGER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5, 6.45. fc30. IfrJO 


cinema Tel.:. 6^144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Al Pacino — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN 

Shows: 12-J0, 3:15, 6:15, 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nibfl Al Mashifd Thutrs 


■For the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Strip — in a piay entitled: 

Tin Awatoafl o a it H— ithslsfr 

by artist 8sssd Bltsr 

Sham wfiMty Mi Stfarfey, Jnn 4 uA f Si SOI fM. 

FI am book mat i Is sdwsct ; 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 62SI55 

AHLAN THEATRE 


AH LAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

Tbe theatre will be dosed in preparation 
for “Ahlan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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2 killed, 7 wounded in 


Cairo attack on general 


Combined agency despatches 


CAIRO — Two people were 
lolled and seven wounded Sunday 
when suspected Muslim extrem- 
ists opened fire on an army gener- 
al in apparent revenge for the 
hanging of five radicals a day 
earlier. 

One of the gunmen and a 
passerby were killed; the wound- 
ed were four civilians, two police 
and an army officer. Police and 
soldiers exchanged fire with the 

g unmen at two spots several 
locks apart along a major high- 
way. 

Security officials at the scene 
said Major General Osman Sha- 
been, commander of Cairo's cen- 
tral military area, was not wound- 
ed in the attack. 

The officials, who insisted on 
anonymity, said the attack on 
Gen. Shabeen was believed to be 
revenge fot the execution 


in 


Saturday of five members of A1 
Gamaa Al Islamiya, the group 
linked to Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman. 

Hours after the latest hangings, 
police experts defused two bombs 
late Saturday in the working-class 
district of Matariya, northern 
Cairo. The aborted attacks were 
also blamed on Islamic militants. 

Gen. Shabeen escaped injury 
in die attack, which took place in 
the southern Cairo district of Old 
Egypt at the entrance to a high- 
way leading to the suburb of 
Heliopolis and the airport. 

Poclice said one of the 
assailants was killed along with a 
passer-by, while two policemen 
were wounded. 

Four bystanders and an army 
lieutenant were also wounded, 
according to the Interior Minis- 
try, while witnesses said several 
cars were caught in die cross-fire. 

Security forces captured two of 


the gunmen, who had hidden in a 
cemetery to attack the general — 
military commander of the cen- 
tral region — said a miltiary 
commander for the Cairo region. 

But an unknown number of 
assailants were still on the run, 
the Interior Ministry said in a 
statement, without referring to 
the attempted assassination of the 
general. 

An official source said they 
apparently mistook Gen. Sha- 
been for another general, Ahmad 
Abdullah, the chairman of milit- 
ary courts which have passed 13 
death sentences against Islamic 
militants. 

The five of the militants ex- 
ecuted Saturday were found guil- 
ty of an aborted assassination bid 
against Information Minister Saf- 
wat A1 Sharif and bombings at 
tourist sites. 

Witnesses said Gen. Shaheen's 
driver just swerved out of the way 
in time to avoid the gunfire, but 
the assailants also fired on 20. 
patrol car in the area, wounding 
two p olicemen. 

One of the attackers hurled 
two grenades at a local sports 
centre and fired indiscriminately 
•to cover his escape, they said. Bnt 
be was gunned down by nribtaiy 
police. 

The Interior Ministry named 
the two captured gunmen as 
Ragad Abdul WaJtil Chehata, 31, 
ana Mahmoud Salah Fahmi, 21. 

Both come from southern 
Egypt, a stronghold of the under- 
ground A1 Gamaa at the centre of 
a wave of violence to wreck the 
economy and topple the secular 
government, the ministry said. 

The police and the Interior 
Ministry's intelligence service 
have taken almost all responsibil- 
ity for fighting the militants, who 
have targe tted police, Christians 
and tourists in a campaign to 


overthftw the government. 

But the regular armed forces 
have become involved in the last 
six months because scores of mili- 
tant cases have been referred 
tomiHtary courts. 

The courts have sentenced 21 
men to death and all 14 in police 
custody have been hanged, the 
largest number of executions for 
political crimes in Egypt this cen- 
tury. 

Information Minister Safwat 
Sherif denied that an army gener- 
al bad been the target of Sunday's 
shooting. 

Cairo newspapers Sunday re- 
ported the arrest in New York of 
another follower of Sheikh A,bdnl 
Rahman but only one mentioned 
that he had been charged with 
plotting to kill President Mubar- 
ak. 

During Mr. Mubarak's 12 years 
in power, the press in Egypt has 
been increasingly free to publish 
opinions but journalists say it still 
receives guidance from the In- 
formation Ministry on the hand- 
ling of sensitive news. 

The two biggest state-owned 
newspapers, A1 Ah ram and A! 
Akhbar, and the largest opposi- 
tion daily, A1 Wafd, all failed to 
report the fact that Abdo 
Mohammad Haggag, 34. had 
been charged with plotting a 
suicide mission to murder Mr. 
Mubarak during a visit to New 
York. 

i Al'Ahram said Mr. Haggag 
was accused of planning to kill 
“Arab personalities," A1 Akhbar 
said “an Arab leader 5 ' and AI 
Wafd “an Arab president." Only 
the state-owned Al Gomhuria 
mentioned that the target was 
Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Mubarak's spokesman, 
Mohammad Abdul Moneim, said 
he had no comment on the 
alleged plot. 


Inkatha 


supports 
pullout 
from talks 


UtUNDI, South Africa (AFP) 
— Zulu leader Mangoshuthu 
Buthelea’s threat to start break- 
away constitutional talks 
gathered momentum Sunday 
when he received the overwhelm- 
ing backing of his main consti- 
tuency jthe Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP). 

A resolution passed by dele- 
gates to the IFP’s national confer- 
ence at this Kwaznln tribal home- 
land capital mandated IFP nego- 
tiators to withdraw from South 
Africa’s democracy talks and 
“consider very seriously” the. 
feasibility of an alternative nego- 
tiating forum. 

It also instructed the nego- 
tiators not to reenter talks until 
they had received assurances that 
the IFP would have an effective 
veto over all decisions — a pri- 
vilege none of the 26 parties to 
the talks currently enjoys. 

Inkatha delegates walked out 
of the democracy talks, being 
held at the World Trade Centre 
in Johannesburg, on July 2, when 
negotiators named April 27 as the 
date for South Africa’s first all- 
race elections. 

Despite the fact that the IFP 
and its five federalist allies re- 
jected the date, saying they first 
wanted assurances that federal- 
ism will be entrenched in a future 
constitution, the motion was car- 
ried under the “sufficient consen- 
sus.” rule. 


- Sunday’s resolution steins from 
the fact that the IFP believes the 
South African government and 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC) are de- 
termining the pace and character 
of elections and have a de facto 
veto. 

In a separate resolution, dele- 
gates said they could not endorse 
the April 27 election date until 
they knew what the final constitu- 
tion will be. 

Hie resolution echoes a state- 
ment to the conference Friday by 
Mr. Butbelezi, who wants feder- 
alism entrenched in a new con- 
stitution before an election date is 
set. 

Warning of a possible dvil war, 
Mr. Buthelezi threatened to set 
up a rival forum with his federal- 
ist allies if he did not get his way. 

Another resolution reflecting 
the bitter rivalry that exists be- 
tween the IFP and the ANC, 
which almost daily erupts into 
bloodshed, is one demanding that 
the government “dearly declare 
its position" on the continued 
deployment of the ANC's army, 
Umkhonto we Sirwe (MK), be- 
fore negotiators return to the 
talks. 


Claiming that MK cadres are 
assassinating IFP leaders, the re- 
solution claims that MK’s con- 
tinued recruitment and training 
of cadres was impacting negative- 
ly on the negotiations process. 

Government negotiators held 
urgent talks with Inkatha on 
Saturday but failed to defuse the 
crisis. Further talks are due on 
Tuesday;* 



Police disperse striking civil servants 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli police used water cannon and 
truncheons to break up a protest by 2,000 striking dvil servants 
outside Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's office during a cabinet 
meeting Sunday, police said. Mounted police and border guards 
charged and arrested 10 demonstrators who blocked the road in the 
unauthorised protest. Union leaders, who have brought tens of 
thousands of dvil servants out on strike demanding a 35 per cent 
pay rise over three years, hit out «at the police for using fonge 
against die demonstration. 


Three tourists reported stabbed in Paphos 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Israeli couple and a British teenager were 
stabbed early Sunday in the western resort town of Paphos in what 
police say were bungled burglaries. The names of the victims were 
not immediately released, but police said none was seriously 
injured. According to police sources, an unidentified man first 
entered a bedroom in the Amathus Hotel at about 2 a.m. (2300 
GMT Saturday) where the Israeli couple was staying. A short while 
later, they said, he was reported to have snuck into a room in the 
nearby Anabelle Hotel, a 15-year-old girl was hurt there, they said. 
The man escaped and police have launched a search, they said. 


Sudan accuses rebels of breaking truce 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese troops killed 120 rebels in dashes 
after the guerrillas broke a ceasefire, a regional commander was 
reported saying Sunday. It was the most serious of several 
violations of the truce, which was organised in March as the 
government and rebels of the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army 
began peace talks. Major General Mohammad Abdul Rahim 
Saeed, quoted in the Al Watani newspaper, said his soldiers killed 
120 rebels who tried to ambush a column moving from Equatoria 
state to Bahr Al GhazaJ state. He did not say exactly when or 
where the fighting took place. Many weapons were seized, he 
added. Talks held in the Nigerian capital Abuja ended last month 
with no breakthrough in finding a solution to the 10^year-old 
conflict in southern Sudan. 


Tunisia, Libya clamp down on border trade 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia and Libya are damping down on illicit trade 
across their land border, stepping up customs checks to enforce a 
new trade convention, travellers said Sunday. The move, wel- 
comed by Tunisian trade unions, affected restricted goods that 
Libyan and Tunisian traders buy and sell in a parallel market worth 
an estimated $500,000 a year. “At Abu Kamma&h on the Libyan 
side and Ras Jedir on the Tunisian side, customs officers are busier 
than ever, checking all the goods, refusing entry to many and 
imposing severe taxes on others,” one traveller said. The trade 


convention bans all goods competing with local products, imposes 
customs taxes on goods manufactured outside the two countries 


and allows only goods with at least 40 per cent local input to pass 
duty-free. It restricts entry to Libya of certain Tunisian foodstuffs, 
drinks, plastics and vehicle filters. It restricts entry to Tunisia of 
Libyan agricultural products such as potatoes, onions, garlic and 
olives. 


UAE deports Indian wanted in bank scandal 


ABU DHABI (AP) — - The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
.deported an Indian businessman associated with Harshad Mehta, 
the chief suspect in a major Indian securities scandal. Interior 
Ministry officials said Sunday. They said the businessman, Niran- 
jan Shah, was handed over Saturday in Abu Dhabi to officers from 
India's Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), who took him back 
to Bombay. Mr. Mehta is a broker accused of masterminding a S2 
billion Bombay stock-market scandal. A senior Interior Ministry 
officer said Mr. Shah was handed over even though there is no 
extradition treaty between the two countries “to show that the 
UAE is not a safe haven for criminals.” 


$1,000 reward to kill Sea of Galilee crocodile 


TIBERIAS (AFP) — The Jordan Valley council has put out a 
reward of 51,000 for the capture, dead or alive, of a crocodile 
terrorising bathers in the Sea of Galilee, Israeli officials said 
Sunday. Several hunters attracted by the reward were seen around 
the edges of the lake where swimmers and fishermen have reported 
sighting a reptile 1.5 metres long. The Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel first called for the beast to be captured last 
Thursday, but a hunt failed to find the crocodile. “More than 2.000 
crocodiles are being raised in forms around here. Sooner or later 
one had to get into the lake," an official of the society said. But 
with tourism a major source of local income, the council has cast 
donbt on the reliability of the sightings and offered the reward in 
Tiberias, the main resort town of the sea. 



IRAQI ANNIVERSARY: Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein (right) 
greets Revolutionary Command CouncH Vice-Chairman laat 
Ibrahim Saturday ou the 25th anniversary of the rfoe to power of the 
Baath Party (AFP photo) 


Egypt rights group 
condemns hangings 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian hu- 
man rights group condemned the 
government Sunday for hanging 
14 Muslim militants, saying their 
deaths would inflame violence. 

“Capital punishment will not 
solve the problem. Instead, it will 
increase violence,” Bahacddin 
Hassan, chairman of the Egyp- 
tian Organisation for Human 
Rights (EOHR), told Reuters. 

“The hangings of militants 
might inflame and strengthen the 
motivation of these groups to 
carry out more attacks to avenge 
their comrades who were 
hanged,” he said after addressing 
a news conference on the 
EOHR's annual report. 

Militart courts have sentenced 
21 militants to death in the last six 
months, all 14 of those in police 
custody have been hanged, five of 
them on Saturday, in the largest 
number of executions for political 
crimes in Egypt this century. 

Mr. Hassan said Egypt's hu- 
man rights record in 1992 was the 
worst m years and that 83 mili- 
tants and police or troops were 
killed in confrontations. 

The government is battling a 
wave of militant attacks that have 
devastated Egypt’s tourist trade 
and caused losses of hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 

Mr. Hassan said capital punish- 
ment could be a temporary deter- 
rent to some followers but would 


not stop the militant groups from 
working to achieve their aims in 
overthrowing the Egyptian gov- 
ernment 

“The cycle of violence will not 
stop this way. Hie Islamic groups 
are not a mafia. They are orga- 
nised groups based on religious 
ii wiwic 2 ™ foundati ons. 

Tbe rights group said Muslim 
fundamentalists were also to 
blame for deterioration of human 
rights by trying to impose their 
beliefs by force through attacking 
secular intellectuals, Christians 
and foreign tourists. 

Mr. Hassan said military courts 
set up by President Hosni Mubar- 
ak under an anti-terrorism law to 
battle a rising wave of fun- 
damentalist violence denied mili- 
tants the right to appeal. 

“We reject the trial of avflians 
in mfltiary courts. This is a cle ar 
violation of all human rights m 
international conventions be- 
cause it deprived people from 
being tried by their natural 
judges,” he said. 

He accused the government of 
making draconian changes in foe 
laws to permit its tough crack- 
down on the militants. 

“In 1992 there was an upre- 
cedented campaign to issue leg- 
islation and laws violating human 
rights procedures and several 
other laws under the pretext of 
combatting terrorism,” he said. 


Yemeni 
foreign 
minister 
visits 
S. Arabia 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — 
Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Bassanda- 
wa, the highest ranking 
Yemeni official to visit Saudi 
Arabia since the Gulf war, 
arrived Sunday in this Red 
Sea port, Saudi officials said. 

Mr. Bassandawa is carrying 
a personal message to King 
Fahd from the Yemeni presi- 
dent. General Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, on “ways to advance 
negotiations on the border 
dispute between the two coun- 
tries, and to improve bilateral 
relations,” an Yemeni diplo- 
mat in Riyadh told AFP. 

It is Mr. Bassandawa's first 
visit to the kingdom since be 
was appointed foreign minis- 
ter in May, following legisla- 
tive elections on April 27. 

The message is a reply to 
one sent by the king to Mr. 
Saleh in May, according to the 
Yemeni diplomat. That mes- 
sage, conveyed by Saudi 
Education Minister Abdul 
Aziz Al Khirweiter, also con- 
cerned the frontier dispute. 


The dispute centres on the 
provinces of Najran, Jizan and 
Asir, currently controlled by 
Riyadh under the terms of the 
1934 Taif accord. Sanaa 
claims the accord expired in 
September last year and re- 
fuses to renew it. 

Experts from the two coun- 
tries have met four times in 
the past year to try to resolve 
the matter, but have made no 
progress. 


Saudi-Yemeni relations 
took a tumble after the 1991 
Gulf war, when Yemen sup- 
ported Iraq, and Sanaa has 
recently been trying to repair 
the damage caused by its Gulf 
war stance, exhorting richer 
Arab states to invest. 

Last Thursday. President 
Saleh urged the Gulf monar- 
chies, notably Kuwait, which 
was enraged by Yemen's sup- 
port for Iraq, to “open a new 
page in their relations with 
Yemen.” 


Saudi Arabia cut off finan- 
cial aid to Yemen and expel- 
led nearly one million Yemeni 
workers in retaliation for the 
country's support for Iraq. 


Yemen has been seeking to 
ith its Gulf 


improve relations with 
neighbours since the multi- 
party elections in April 27. 

The new government in 
which Mr. Bassandawa serves 
has made it a priority to res- 
tore relations with the Saudi- 
led Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), which also indudes 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. 


Mr. Bassandawa earlier vi- 
sited Bahrain, and, Omani 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Yousef Ben Alawi has visited 
Sanaa. Qatar’s foreign minis- 
ter, Sheikh Hamad Ben Jasim 
At Thani, concluded a two- 
day visit to Yemen Saturday. 

The two countries stressed 
in a joint statement the im- 
portance of mending inter- 
Arab rifts. 


W. Sahara talks fail to resume 


LAYYOUN. . Western Sahara 
(AFP). — « Talks on the future of 
disputed Western Sahara failed to 
resume Sunday amid reports of a 
complete breakdown between de- 
legates from the separatist Poli- 
sario Front and Moroccan repre- 
sentatives. 

Meanwhile tensions rose be- 
tween Polisario Front leaders in 
Algiers and Moroccan authorities 
in Rabat over hotly denied allega- 
tions of 'repression ' of Western 
Sahara tribesmen by Moroccan 
troops. 

Reports circulating here said 
the Polisario delegation had re- 
jected the authority of Morocco’s 
representatives at the -talks on 
setting criteria for identifying vo- 
ters in a referendum on self- 
determination in the disputed for- 
mer Spanish territory. 

Polisario delegates had de- 
scribed the Moroccan delegation, 
comprising nine beads of Sahrawi 
tribes loyal to Morocco, as lack- 
ing “all representativity,” an un- 
official source said. 

Tbe separatists pledged they 
would only resume with a ‘politic- 
al and governmental delegation” 
from M e source added. 

Official .... U.N.-brokered 

talks, which got under way in this 
main Western Sahara town Satur- 
day, would nr* confirm the re- 
ported breakup *n. 

But U.N. sources said the orga- 


nisation’s Sahara envoy Sahabza- 
da Yaqub Khan tried early Sun- 
day to persuade the two sides to 
resume their discussions. 

In Algiers, meanwhile, the 
Polisario Front hit out at Moroc- 
can authorities for what it de- 
scribed as the arrests of “a large 
number of Sahrawis” in recent 
days. 

Those arrested on unspecified 
dates linduded . Sidati Selami 
Lahbib, a blind journalist who 
worked for Layyoun radio under 
the Spanish colonists and the first , 
yean of Moroccan occupation, 
die front said. * 

Hie front condemned what ft 
called “tins campaign of blind 
repression and this intolerable 
behaviour of the Moroccan 
occupying force?.” adding that it 
sought to draw public attention to 
the “worsening” of the situation 
in Western Sahara. 

In Rabat, Moroccan author- 
ities strenuously denied the 
charges, an official source telling 
AFP they were “completely false 
and verging cm the ridiculous” 
and that Mr. Sidati was currently 
on holiday with his family. 

The impasse in Layyoun con- 
trasted with reports Saturday that 
die meeting was progressing well. 

Bachir Sayed, the bead of the 
Polisario delegation and the 
front's deputy leader, earlier told 
journalists that the talks were 


“fairin g place in good condi- 
tions.’' 

The U.N.. which is brokering 
the discussions at its mission 
headquarters, is seeking to orga- 
nise the referendum in the dis- 
puted territory before tbe end of 
the year. 

" A message to the two delega- 
tions from U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Gfaali earlier 
urged them to “redouble efforts 
to resolve the Western Sahara 
problem.” 

The Polisaro Front has sent 11 
delegates to tbe talks, while the 
Moroccan delegation consists of 
nine members of the 85-strong 
‘Sahrawi Consultative CounaT — 
a body consisting of Saharan trib- 
al elders loyal to Morocco, set up 
by King Hassan in 1985. 

Tbe meeting is the first to be 
held between die two sides since 
they began fighting over Western 
Sahara m 1975. 


The referendum on self- 
determination in the territory was 
postponed from January 1992, 
with Polisario and Morocco at 
loggerheads as to who should 
take part. 

Polisario had based its list of 
voters on a 1974 census carried 
out by Spanish colonists before 
they left, but Morocco wanted to 
add thousands of Sahrawis living 
outside tbe territory. 


Aideed urges followers to 
rise up against 'colonialism’ 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Fugitive 
warlord Mohammad Farah 


Aideed urged his followers Sun- 
day to rise up against the multina- 
tional force in retaliation for 
U.S.-led bombings of his stron- 
gholds. 

‘‘We cannot accept foreign 
domination. I am asking the 
Somali people to wake up and 
defend our independence,” 
General Aideed said in a state- 
ment read by aides to a rally of 
his Somali National Alliance 
(SNA) faction. 

Gen. Aideed has been in hid- 
ing — probably in southern 
Mogadishn — since mid-June 
when U.N. special envoy 
Jonathan Howe ordered his 
arrest. That order came after a 
June 5 ambush by Aideed follow- 
ers killed 24 Pakistani peacekeep- 
ing troops. 

As the demonstrators listened 
to Gen. Aideed’s statement, U.S. 
helicopters were seen above a 
neighbourhood about three 
kilometres away. The aircraft was 
supporting U.N. forces carrying 
out weapon searches. 


The troops were going house- 
to-house in the Medina suburb 
near the U.N. headquarters com- 
pound, which has been the target 
of several mortar and gun 
attacks. 

Much of Gen. Aideetfs mes- 
sage was repetitive sloganeering 
against the United Nations and 
tne approximately 4,000 U.S. 


poops who are in the peacekeep- 
ing force. Gen. Aideed charges 


the United States with indiscrimi- 
nately using gun ships in densely 
populated areas of the south sec- 
tion of the city he controls. 

“They call us warlords. We are 
the peace lords,” said Gen. 
Aideed, whope fighters are 
blamed for attacks that have left 
35 peacekeepers dead since June 

Gen. Aideed said tbe United 
Nations was trying to impose a 
system of control over Somalia 
without consulting him and other 


said. “They want to return us to 
colonialism.” 

Colourful paintings were on 
display at the rally, showing blaz- 
ing buildings under attack by 
U.S. gunships and warplanes. 
The paintings were headlined 
‘‘Aid from America” and 
cartoon-type balloons from the 
pilots’ mouths contained the mes- 
sage: “We have come to help 
you.” 

In the last bombardment, on 
July 12, a command centre that 
was allegedly used by Aideed 
fighters was hit by missiles and 
heavy-calibre cannon, killing 57 
people, according to the Interna- 
tional Red Cross. 

U.N. officials said only 13 
Somalis were killed. Four foreign 
journalists were murdered by en- 
raged mobs after the raid. 

The incident highlighted 
opposition among European na- 
tions, notably Italy 


^ gjH) Qp- 

faction leaders who he claimed . many, to hardline military tactics 
rcpr^cnted ^ majonty of the by the United Nations in Somalia 

and touched off intense diploma- 
tic efforts to avert a major split in 
the peacekeeping alliance. 


country’s 6.5 million people. 

“They are talking with weak 
people who have no support,” he 


Majali briefs American student delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 


said. 

He said the U.S. administra- 
tion had a key role in pushing the 
peace process ahead at the bi- 
lateral level. Industrialised na- 
tions such as Japan and countries 
of the European Community can 
also play an important role in the 
multilateral talks, be said. 

Dr. Majali also briefed the 
delegation on the outcome of the 
Gulf crisis and the suffering of 
Jordan as a result of the embargo 
imposed on Iraq since the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and 
the interception of Jordan-bound 
vessels in the Red Sea. 

The Gulf crisis, he said, also 
caused a decline in the export of 
Jordanian commodities to its 
main markets in the Arab Gulf 
states and Iraq. 


He emphasised that democracy 
is not alien to Jordan “since we 
are democratic in our old tribal 
norms and traditions and because 
our religion urges us to follow 
Shura (consultative) in ruling.” 

He added that mis does not 
contradict the modem meaning 
of democracy because the aim is 
that people participate in detid- 
ing their destiny and future. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Khaled Al Omari. 

Earlier, the delegation, 
arranged by the National Council 
on Arab- American relations, was 
received by the speakers of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Par- 
liament. 

His Majesty King Hussein's 
recent visit to the United States 
was part of the Kingdom’s efforts 
to bolster relations between 


American and Jordanian people. 
Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi 
told the group. 

Mr. Lawzi said that the Middle 
East needed a durable and just 
peace so that security and stabil- 
ity can be restored to the region. 
Mr- Lawzi stressed the need for 

Israel to comply with U.N. re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and with- 
draw from the Arab territories it 
occupied in the 1967 war. 

i *5*5 S ouse Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat briefed the group 
on the democratic process in Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Arabiyat stressed the need 
for the world community to end 
the state of injustice and oppres- 
uon. He also called for efforts to 
be made to end the atrocities 
^amst the Bosnian -»ole and 
toe people of Iraq, SW.ia and 
Palestine. 
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Winnie Mandela 
shuns Nelson’s 75tk- rf 
birthday party T- 




JOHANNESBURG (R)— Hun- 
dreds of South African business^ 
men paid $155 a bead to attend 
ANC President Nelson Mande- 
la’s lavish 75th birthday party 
Saturday evening, but a tabic bid 
for his estranged wife a nd dar- 
ters remained empty. African 
National Congress (ANC) offi- 
cials said about 650 of the 720 
guests paid to attend tbe fund- 
raising dinner on toe eve of Man- 
dela’s birthday Sunday. Twelve- 
tables were booked by all 
the country’s major corporations, 
including banks, mining houses 
and television networks. Foreign 
ambassadors and former Zam- 
bian President Kenneth Kauncgt 
whose government hosted t35 
ANC through almost 30 years of 
exile, also attended the dinner. 
But a table set for Mandela's 
estranged wife, Winnie, and his 
daughters Zinchri and Z e na ni re- 
mained empty. Winnie Mandela 
addressed a convention of black 
social workers at another Johan- 
nesburg hotel and cfedmed.tn 
comment to reporters on the lav- 
ish party thrown for her husband. 
South African, newspapers, re- 
ported earlier in tbe week that 
Winnie Mandela had a row with 
'toe ANC over the use of Mr. 
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Mandela’s birthday to raise funto^^^rr,-'' 
for toe organisation's election 


campaign. South African perfor- 'fLjvcif ri- 
mers including P.J. 'PowjnL ffi aC i;r?a 
Ladysmith Black Mambas 
started, the evening, which fo- 
tured traditional African sor- 
ghum beer and a metre-wjde 
birthday cake. 


Robert Kennedy’s 
son to wed staffer 


BOSTON (R) — Congressman 
Joseph Kennedy, toe eldest -son 
of the late Senator Robert Ken- 
nedy, will marry Beth Kelly, a 
longtime member of his Washing- 
ton staff, his office announced 
Saturday. The marriage is 1 the 
second for the 40-year-old Ken- 
nedy, who has two twin 12-year- 
bld sons from a first marriag&jt 
will be toe first for Kelly, 36. The 
1 Wedding date will be set later tins jmpdiKE:-? 
year. 
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‘Fergie’gets 
injunction to stop ' 
cook spilling beans 


&> 




LONDON (R) — The 
of York, estranged wife of 
Elizabeth’s second son Pracr 
Andrew, was granted an ugnao- 
tion Saturday to prevent her for- 
mer cook telling all about life in 
her household. The high court 
order prevents Simone Bezant 
from publishing her mettta&s 
which she allegedly sold ura 
Sunday newspaper for £10,000 
(515,000). The Daily Mail news- 
paper said “Fergie” — Sarah 
Ferguson before.her 
engaged libel law firm 
Carter-Ruck and partners r lo 
block stories about the final 
months of her marriage.. Ms. Be£ 
sant was warned that she wonty 
be in conte mp t of court if any 
information covered by the ^in- 
junction is published. She w? 
for the royal couple for two 
when their marriage was brc~ — p . 
up. The Duke and Docbai' u 
York separated in March. %i 
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after six years of marriajge. yBity of 


ffctrum 


have two young daughters /Pnu- 


fifo 
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cesses Beatrice and Engem^ 
aged five and three. 'L* ' 
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Pope: Celibacy notY ^ 
essential to priests * vW rnf 
but rule will stay 


v 1 8 to fc. 
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VATICAN CITY (AP) — && 
John Paul n Saturday said cefijw: 
cy is not essential to tbe pri*#- 
hood, but made dear that -the 
Vatican would continue 
mand that priests be celibate. Tbe 
rtatement, made to a weekly. >9* 
dience of tourists and pflgnato 
gave no indication of a softening 
of one of tbe. central and 
controversial tenets of the J 
man Catholic priesthood. In* 
stead, toe Pope appeared to .be 
acknowledging two argument! by 
opponents of the marriage ban: 
That Rome accepts that the£&£ 
eni Rite churches, which 
nise the authority of tire 
allow the ordination of marneo 
men, and that in its early ceataf- 
ies, toe Christian Church allowed 
married priests. As if answeriog 
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the critics, the Pope in dearth 1 "Os** 

gave the church's reason for this 4 


seenun 


inconsistency. C V 

bdong to the cssebeeot v 

priesthood." he said. Bnt. « 
added that toe church has con* 
to conclude that being single * s^irie v 
more suited to carrying qop ’ 
pnesTs duties, and he made 


the Vatican is content 
ban on marriage. “Jesus d**®t 
make a law, but proposed Jg 
ideal of celibacy for 
priesthood that he was-- estab- 
lishing,” 

ideal is affirmed even more in 
church.” 
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